Acts 2:14-41

“Thunderball”

Peter and His Message
Read through the first episode of Actsident and Emergency and see what you can find out about the patient, Luke. (SCROLL DOWN)
Read Acts 2 v.1-21


We meet the action after Jesus has lived, died, risen again, and now been taken up to heaven.  He has promised his disciples the Holy Spirit in Acts 1:8 and the Holy Spirit now arrives.
Now check out in details v. 14-21

Before – In the OT the Holy Spirit came and went, he would rest on God’s servants, but he certainly wasn’t given to all people who believed in God.  God has promised that His Spirit would be sent in the next era of the history of the world and that is what we have seen happening in v. 1-13 and which Peter now explains.  
Now – So, now, the situation is completely different: the Holy Spirit has come, and we learn certain amazing truths about him from this passage, which we are going to look at closely now:


He signals the start of the last days -  Peter is quoting in v. 17-21 from a book in the OT called Joel, (Joel 2 v. 28-32 if you want to check it out!) which Peter is saying has now been fulfilled.  In the original account in Joel it says “Afterwards”, but Peter changes that to “In the last days” to emphasise that when the Spirit comes the last days have arrived.  

In the Bible, history is divided into two periods: 

1)
Before Jesus’s death, resurrection and ascension; and 

2)
After Jesus’s death, resurrection and ascension.  

Jesus divides history in two.  


The Bible calls the second of these times the last days, because they are the final section of time before Jesus will return and judge the earth.  We are in the final days now and these days are the age of the Spirit.  So, what do we learn about the Spirit?


He is poured out (v.17 and 18) – The Spirit tells us lots of things about God’s character and one of the things He shows us is God’s amazing generosity.  God doesn’t sort of dribble out his Spirit in droplets, He is poured out.   The fact that the Spirit is poured out also tells us that we can never say we don’t have enough of the Spirit because God has poured him out on us.  I don’t know if you’ve ever been underneath a waterfall?  The waterfall stays the same, but you get wet or stay dry depending where you stand   That’s what it’s like with the Spirit, sometimes we may feel that we are spiritually dry, and that isn’t because there is a fault with the Spirit, it is because there is a fault with us – the Spirit has stayed the same but we have wandered away.   On all people(v.17) – So, sons, daughters, young men, old men, men and women.  Everyone has had the Spirit poured on them.  Now, when it says all people, it doesn’t mean everyone regardless of what they are like inside, we can see that later in the passage (v. 38) we have to have trusted in Jesus to receive the Spirit, but it does mean regardless of what you are like on the outside you will receive the Spirit.  It’s like if you go to something like a wedding, I was at one yesterday – on my table there were all sort of different people, a couple who had spent their Honeymoon in Butlins at Minehead (“Not really that romantic is it?!”, said this girl they’d never met before!!) all sorts of different people, ages, backgrounds. Men and women not there because of what they look like, but because they know the bride and groom and have accepted the invitation to go.  Now, you might have thought before that the Spirit was only for people who were really super holy, awesome Christians who had believed in Jesus for 100s of years,  like Phil. But this passage clearly says that the Spirit is for all people who have believed in Jesus, even teenagers – Joel specifically mentions young men.  If you are here now, believing in Jesus, the Holy Spirit has been poured out on you, He is living in you.

Giving prophesy, visions and dreams (v. 17) – The Holy Spirit can work through our eyes, our minds, but mostly as is emphasised in this passage through our words. There are some kinds of prophesy which involve speaking into the future, but elsewhere in the Bible it says that this has only been given to some people, so what sort of prophesy is Peter speaking about here?  The prophets in the Old Testament spoke about God and told His Word to the people.  We now have the same Spirit who worked in them – we too are called to be those who speak about God and tell people about His word. You might think, where on earth do I start?  Peter has just been filled with the Holy Spirit (v. 4) and he starts telling people about Jesus, Jesus is the best place to start. 

So, that’s now, whoever you are if you have asked Jesus for forgiveness you have the Spirit living in you.  The gift of the Spirit brings responsibilities to talk about Jesus, and that’s daunting isn’t it?  But the Spirit gives us what we need.  That’s what this passage is saying – if we have the Spirit we will do it.
After - In v. 19 we see something which hasn’t yet been fulfilled, so we know that this something in the future and v.20 confirms this, these verses are talking about the Second Coming, the end of the last days.  How do you feel when you read that? I feel slightly scared. It will be scary when Jesus comes again in power, but there is a certain group of people who have no need to be scared- those who call on the name of the Lord because they will be saved.  That means repenting and believing in Jesus.  Amazing again, how there are no people left out:

“EVERYONE who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved”

Acts 2 v. 21

These verses should scare us into telling people about the rescue plan that is available –calling on the name of the Lord. When we think about prophesying like that it’s not as terrifying as it might seem.  If we were at a beach and our friends were swimming and we suddenly noticed a sign saying “Sharks - don’t swim” we would run down to the waters edge and go crazy on the edge of the water trying to attract their attention and get them out before they got eaten by Jaws, wouldn’t we? We wouldn’t care how much of a muppet we looked as long as our friends were OK.  That’s how it should be telling people about Jesus – it may be embarrassing in the short term, but the long term effects of telling people about the rescue plan available to them in Jesus far outweigh any embarrassment we might feel.  


So, if we start with Jesus, what do we say?  Well, Peter give us a great model which we are going to look at together now. (You can look at the Bible Study on this website).

What about Baptism?  Read v. 38-41

We are going to look at the last little section now.  How did the crowd respond to what Peter had told them?   Check out v. 38 and v.41.  They became Christians and on the same day they got baptised.  Now, being a Baptist church, baptism is kind of our “thing”, believer’s baptism is one of the things that makes us different to other types of churches.  But when I read passages like this I realise that we’ve got it wrong.  We think that you make one decision to repent of all the times you’ve hurt God and other people and then you make another decision when you’ve got your faith sorted out a bit more to get baptised, but the New Testament gives us a completely different model; it always shows repentance and baptism going together, being one decision: if you’ve repented you get baptised, it’s all part of the same thing.    


So, if you’ve repented of your sins and you are trying to live your life with Jesus at the centre, rather than God – and I know, wonderfully, a lot of you are in that position – then the message of this passage is clear:  be baptised.  Tari and Carys are great examples to those of you who are Christians, as they’ve done just that, they’ve listened to what the Bible says on this issue and they’ve been obedient.


As we apply this we are going to spend 5 minutes thinking through some things.  I’ve got some questions for you to answer as you get your head around this passage – have a look at them and see what you think 

(click here to take a look at “Where are you at?” )

-----------------------

more below

Bible Study

How to Prophesy In the Holy Spirit

Read ACTS 2: 22-37
·
How do we know that Jesus was human and yet also from God?  Can you think of any specific instances of what Peter speaks about in v.22 from what you have read about Jesus in the Bible?

·
How do we know that Jesus’s death on the cross was not an accident?  How do you feel about God’s part in Jesus’s death, is it surprising?  What do v. 23 & 24 teach us about God?

·
What part did human beings play in Jesus’s death?

·
Why was Jesus raised from the dead?

·
Look at the Psalm quoted in v. 25-28, what does this teach about ourselves and about God?

·
Looking at v. 30-36, what has God made Jesus?

·
What does Peter mean in v.32?  How are we different from Peter and the other apostles?  Do you think we can still tell our friends and family that we know the risen Lord Jesus?

------------------------------

AE

Actidents and Emergency

Episode 1
Phil is sitting in a chair looking ill

Liz:
So, Mr (looking at her clipboard) Luke.  What seems to be the problem?


Phil:
Well, I had a pork kebab yesterday  (at least they said it was pork, you never quite know with these things do you? There was something resembling a snout  amidst my lettuce so it probably did come from a pig) and I think it was dodgy, been heaving up all night. 

Liz:
Pork?  So, you’re not Jewish then?

Phil:
No, no, a gentile me.

Liz:
Right, I’m just going to take a few details.  (To herself) What’s the date today?  25 April A.D. 63. (To Luke) So, full name? 

Phil:
Umm, it’s just Luke, dunno what my surname is.

Liz:
Right, I see….  Religion, we know, is gentile.  Occupation?

Phil:
Well, I’m a doctor actually, but just thought I’d get a second opinion, as I’ve had a bit of time out recently from medicine…

Liz:
Oh why’s that, Jerusalem’s NHS service getting to you?

Phil:
No, I’ve been writing actually.  Writing about Jesus Christ.

Liz:
Oh yes, I’ve heard about him, he was big news when I was just growing up.  Died didn’t he?

Phil:
Yes, but his followers said he rose from the dead. 

Liz:
Yeah, bunch of nutters they were…how can anyone rise from the dead and why on earth would you want to write about such a made-up load of codswallop?


Phil:
Exactly what I thought, so I looked into it, in fact, I put my reasons for writing rather well at the start of the first volume of my research, I’ve got a copy with me. (digs around in pocket for a copy of Luke)
Liz:
What’s it called then, this first volume?

Phil:
Um…Luke

Liz:
Imaginative…So you’re not a very creative writer then?

Phil:
No, not into fiction at all, everything’s true…pulls out booklet ah, here we go, read it for yourself.

Liz:
(Read out Luke 1:1-4)  So, you’re a bit of an historian as well then?

Phil:
Yes, I suppose I am actually. When it came to volume 1, three other blokes had written about Jesus’s life as well, so I knew I wanted to write something about the spread of the good news across the world, as I knew it was historically important and  no-one else had recorded all that.  

That’s what I’ve just started doing.  Might be why I’ve got such a dodgy stomach, I’ve been getting so excited looking at all the incredible stuff that happened that I haven’t been eating very well.

Liz:
So, let me guess what volume 2 is called – Luke 2?

Phil:
Actually, no, it’s all about all the amazing acts that those who had met the Risen Lord Jesus did..so (rather sheepishly) it’s called Acts.

Liz:
Well, Mr Luke, I’m going to prescribe you a pack of Rennies and now I must be off ‘cos there is a multiple trauma coming in, which gore-loving viewers have tuned in to watch and I wouldn’t like to disappoint them.

