Colossians 3:18 – 4:1

“Footballers’ Wives”

READ THROUGH THE PASSAGE and ASK GOD TO HELP YOU UNDERSTAND IT

What are the categories of people considered in this passage?

Paul’s letter would have been read out in the Church at Colosse. The list of people he addresses in our passage today showed who made up the church – couples, children, slaves and masters.

Let’s look at what Paul has to say to each of these categories of person:

Wives and Husbands: v.18 and 20
“Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them.”
Submission
In today’s society, it seems quite offensive to say that women should submit to their husbands. But we need to understand what submission means. 

1.
Firstly, to submit or to obey someone does NOT mean that you are inferior to that person. The Bible never says that women are inferior to men. Elsewhere, Paul says in the book of Galatians:

“There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ.” Galatians 3:38
In other words, everyone is equal in Christ. That teaching would have been quite revolutionary in first century, when women were often treated as second class citizens

We only need to look at the example of Jesus to see that submission does not mean inferiority. Jesus willingly submitted to the will of the Father by dying on the cross, but he is not inferior to the Father, he is equal with God.

2.
So, if men and women are equal in God’s eyes, why does God tell wives to obey their husbands? Well, in order for families to work, the buck has to stop somewhere. Someone has got to take overall responsibility, someone has got to take the final decision, and God gave that role to the husband.

3.
The husband does not get off lightly. Look at verse 19 again. Husbands are commanded to love their wives. This is not taking about nice, cosy romantic love. We are talking about sacrificial love. The Bible tells us that a husband must be prepared to give up his life for his wife. Paul writes in the book of Ephesians:

“Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her.” Ephesians 4:25
4.
So, just as Jesus was prepared to die for the church, so the husbands must also love his wife sacrificially. That means that he must put her first, and all the decisions he makes must be for the best interests of the family. In response to that, the wife is to respect and go along with what her husband has decided.

Perhaps I can give an example. Rebecca and Simon are married and are planning a holiday. Rebecca wants to go the mountains to walk in the fresh air, but Simon wants to go to the beach and go wind-surfing. They cannot agree where to go, so Simon has to make the final decision. Because he loves Rebecca, he decides that they will go the mountains.

Slaves and Masters v:22- 4:1

1.
Slavery in first century Roman times was extremely common. It is estimated that up to a third of the population of the Roman empire were slaves. Most households would have slaves. Slaves could be from any colour, race or background. It was not unusual for Romans to sell their children into slavery if they were having a hard time. Slaves were seen as the property of their owners and could be sold or rented out. They were often badly treated.

2.
In this passage, Paul addresses the slaves and masters at the Church in Colosse. 

3.
In chapter 3:11, the passage we looked at a couple of weeks ago, Paul has already made it clear that:

“Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.”

In other words, everyone is equal in Christ. We have also seen this from the passage we looked at in Galatians:

“There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ.”

4.
So, says Paul, now that you know that you are all equal in Christ, start behaving that way in your earthly lives. Look at 4 verse 1: Paul says:

“Masters, provide for your slaves with what is right and fair, because you know that you also have a Master in heaven.”

In other words, don’t treat those working for you like a piece of property. Do what is right and fair. These people are your equal. God does not show any favouritism. This would have been a revolutionary statement in its time. Paul asks the Christian master to change his heart and his attitude to his slaves because of his new relationship with Christ. 

5.
It was the outworking of Christian principles of equality, fairness and justice that helped lead to the final abolition of slavery in the Roman world, and later on, in other parts of the world too.

6.
Paul also has a message for the slaves. He tells them to obey their earthly masters with sincerity of heart and reverence for the Lord. In other words, be a good witness to your boss. Paul also reminded them that ultimately, it was Christ that they were serving. There is an amazing promise here in verses 23 and 24:

“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, since you know that you will receive and inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord you are serving.”
7.
While slaves may not have received a reward on earth for their work,  they are promised that there will be a far better reward in heaven. They knew that in serving Christ through there work, they could be set free from a life without reward and hope.

8.
And these verses about work apply to us today. Whatever work we do, we should work at it with all our heart, because ultimately, we are serving Christ. So, if our annoying boss at our Saturday job at Virgin Records tells us to do a boring pointless stock take on Abba compilation albums, we make sure that it is the best stock take we can do. If our teacher gives us a piece of coursework, we should devote time to it and do the best that we can. If our mum asks us to do some vacuuming, we should get the Shake n Vac out and make the carpet spotless.

Children v20

“Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.”

The word used in the original text which has been translated as ‘children’ does not refer to babies or really young kids. It is talking about youths – so it is very relevant for us here at Y@S!

THINK THROUGH PAUL’S WORDS IN VERSE 20:

“Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.” Colossians 3:20

·
Why are we told to obey our parents? Why should we want to please God?

·
Imagine that you have finally got down to doing a ‘quiet time’ – reading the Bible and praying -and your mum or dad calls for you to come and dry up the dishes. What do you do?

·
What should you do if you parent tells you to stop coming to youth group or to Church?

·
You have been invited to a party and you really want to go. For no apparent reason, your parents say that you are not allowed. They are being completely unreasonable. You know that you could sneak out of the house while they are at the cinema. What do you do?

·
Your friend from youth group secretly tells you that his dad has beaten him up on a number of occasions and has ordered him not to tell his teachers or the police. Your friend is worried about whether he should obey his father. What do you advise?

·
Do you find it easy to obey your parents? Is it more difficult to obey if you think your parents are wrong about something?

·
What should you do if you are struggling to obey your parents over something, or are not sure if you should?

·
Is there an age at which you can stop obeying your parents’ wishes?

