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The Bombshell – Why Did God’s Massif Split?
Hey folks!! Just to re-cap, so far we have done Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua and tonight’s whistle stop tour involved looking at Judges, 1 Samuel and 2 Samuel.  Here is the lowdown on what they are about:

Judges
This is the story of the Israelites’ time in the Promised Land after Joshua’s death.

The people rebel against God’s rule and trust in false gods.

God judges them and allows their enemies to beat them.

The people are in a mess – they ask God to help them.

God answers their cries and gives them a judge to rule over them.

The judges defeat the Israelites’ enemies through God’s power, and peace is restored in the land.

1 Samuel
This book is about the way Israel moves from having judges ruling over to them to having a king.

Samuel is the greatest judge to rule Israel ‘cos he serves God.

When he gets old he appoints his wicked sons to be judges in his place.

The Israelites don’t want another judge, they want a King.

God is angry at their motives – they want a king to rule over them, instead of God ruling over them.

Despite their sinful motives, God gives them a king, Saul,  but he constantly disobeys God and rejects God’s rules.

So, God rejects him as king.

God shows that He has a special plan for a guy named David, when He enables David to defeat Goliath the massive giant.

God provides David to take Saul’s place and Saul is well jealous of David and tries to bump him off.  

God protects David, who becomes the king when Saul dies in a battle.

2 Samuel
Israel has the best king in David and this book is about his reign.

David was not perfect – he had an affair and arranged for the husband of his lover to be killed.

But, David asked for God’s forgiveness when he bodged up and he tried to be faithful to God.  God blesses Israel through this.

David makes Jerusalem the capital city of Israel (which is why it came to be known as the City of David).

God is pleased with David, but tells Israel that there is one to come who is an even greater king, who will be a descendant of David’s.

So, there you go guys, that is just so you know about the story so far!  At Y@S we focussed on one passage to get our heads around the next part of this amazing story! It would be a top idea to check it out as you have a look through what the talk was all about – 2 Samuel 7 v. 1-17.

So, David has settled into his job as King of Israel and his got a nice palace and there are no wars going on, but there is something wrong – he has got this cushtie castle made with the finest materials and God is living in a poxy tent (check out v. 2).  God has been ferried around by the Israelites up until now, because they were constantly on the move trying to get to the Promised Land, but now they are in the Promised Land, it would be right for God to have more permanent place to live!  So, David decides he’s going to build God a top palace, but God has got different ideas, which He tells David about through a bloke called Nathan, who was a prophet (which means someone who speaks God’s word).

This passage is all about the past and the future.  Below is a little summary of all the pasts and the futures we find in this passage – check them out for yourself!

GOD’S PAST ACTS
Freed the Israelites from slavery (v. 6)

Defeated Israel’s enemies (v. 9)


       Got His people into The Promised Land 
ISRAEL’S PAST

• Were slaves in Egypt  (v. 6)

• Were set free by God (v. 6)

Were given the Promised Land by God
ISRAEL’S FUTURE
•Will have a secure home where they will flourish (v.10)    

•Will be safe from their enemies (v. 10)

DAVID’S PAST!

• Was a shepherd boy (v. 8)
•  Beat Goliath with a few poxy stones (see 1 Samuel 17 for that well famous story!)

•  Became VIP – King of Israel  (v. 8)

DAVID’S FUTURE


To rule over God’s people 


To win against God’s enemies (v. 11) 


Will have a gr8 name! (v. 9)


Will have a ! (v.11)

In an amazing twist, God says that He doesn’t want David to build Him a house – He, God, is going to build a house for David!  But it’s not going to be a house made of bricks and stone it’s going to be something much, much more impressive and cool. This is where we need to look at David’s son, Solomon.

SOLOMON’S FUTURE


Will become King of Israel after his father, David (v. 12)

Will build a permanent place for God to live ( v. 13)

Will be very close to God and loved by Him (v. 14)

Will do wrong and be punished (v. 14)
SOLOMON’S “PAST”


700 wives & 300 lovers who pulled him away from God ( “honest, guv’nor I’m not kidding – check it out in 1 Kings 11!”)


God shows His anger at Solomon disobeying Him thru civil war 

Israel turns away from God and God punishes Israel through allowing the land to split into 2.  Check out the studies, also on the website, on each half of the land to see what happened to each kingdom.

There is something very intriguing about verses 12-16,because although some of these things were fulfilled in Solomon, some of them weren’t (he was never flogged with the beatings of men, as we read in verse 14) so we know that we are looking for another layer, if you like, to this prophesy, another way in which it was fulfilled.  This is where we see God’s future acts.

GOD’S FUTURE ACTS

JESUS CHRIST

Gr8er than the Temple & Solomon (see Matthew 12 v. 42b)


A descendant of David’s (v. 12) (check out Matthew 1 v. 1)


Builds God’s house (us!) (v. 11 & 13) (see Ephesians 2 v. 19-22)


God’s Son (v. 14) (have a look at Matthew 3 v. 17 and John 1 v. 49)


Flogged by men and punished for us (v. 14) (check out Matthew 27 v. 30 and John 19 v. 1)  The big difference between Solomon and Jesus was that Jesus did no wrong, and yet He was punished for the wrong we have done in rejecting God.


His kingdom and throne endures forever  (v. 12 & 16) (see Luke 1 v. 30-33)

Wot’s All That Got 2 Do With me?!

All very well you might say.  Great story, but why is that relevant to my life.  Well, we have seen that the consequences for Israel and Judah not trusting in God were massive – they went back into slavery, having been set free from it by God, and were taken away from the Promised Land.  The question for you from this story it:

Are you trusting in Jesus?  If you are, you have got a place in the Promised Land, which is heaven (ultimately cool!)  If you aren’t, think it through ‘cos you will face God’s judgment and anger, just like the Israelites.  Jesus’s offer of forgiveness and freedom from punishment is there for you to accept today.

BIBLE STUDY:

THE NORTHERN KINGDOM – ISRAEL (Capital:Samaria)

2 Kings 17 v. 5-20 
What happened to the capital city and to the Israelites?

From verse 7, why did this happen to the Israelites?



In what ways had God’s people sinned against Him, looking at verses 8- 13?

How did God respond to these things, in verse 11?

Even though God warned the people that their sin was wrong and there would be consequences for turning against Him, how did the people respond in verses 14-15? 

What happened to the people as a result of following false gods in verse 15?

Looking at verse 17, does God just let people get away with doing evil things?

What does the Lord do as a result of His people rejecting Him, in verses 18 and 19?

THE SOUTHERN KINGDOM - JUDAH

2 Chronicles 36 v. 11-23
What did King Zedekiah do wrong in verses 12 and 13? 

(By the way, King Nebuchadnezzar was the King of Babylon, a country near to Judah)

What else was going wrong in Judah, from verse 14?

What does God do for His people and why, looking at verse 15?

How did the people respond to God’s warning in verse 16?

Looking at verse 16, how did God react to being rejected?  Was there anything that could be done once this had happened?

Who does God use to bring judgement on His people for their rebellion against Him?

What happens to God’s people? 

What happens to the temple, where God lived? (See verse 15 - it was His “dwelling place”)  Why do you think God allowed this to happen?

What happens to those who escape death?

