Why Suffering IN THE World

List of Natural Disasters:

· Pompeii  79AD  Volcanic Eruption; whole city dead.

· Beirut, Lebanon.  551 AD; Earthquake and tsunami; 10,000’s dead

· Holland; 1128 AD; Sea flood; 100,000 dead

· Europe and Asia, 1346 to 52 AD; Bubonic plague; 25 million dead

· China; 1556 AD Earthquake; 800,000 dead

· Iran 1780; Earthquake; 200,000 dead

· Japan; 1826 Tsunami; 27,000 dead

· France 1870-1; Small pox; 500,000 dead

· Chile 1906; earthquake; 20,000 dead

· Pakistan; 1935; earthquake 30,000 dead

· Bangladesh 1970; sea flood 500,000 dead

· Turkey 1999; earthquake; 17,000 dead

· France 2003; heatwave; 15,000 dead

· Philippines 2004; typhoon; 1,000 dead

· Southeast Asia; 2004; tsunami; over 160,000 dead

· Iran; 2005; earthquake, 500 dead

WHY??

Why do we ask questions about suffering?  Because we believe suffering is bad and is wrong.  People should not need to suffer.  

The question arises:  

Assumption:  An All powerful God would be able to end suffering

Assumption:  An all-loving God would desire to end suffering

Fact:  Suffering exists

Conclusion:  An all-powerful, all loving God, therefore, does not  exist.

However, there is a break down in assumption 2; there might be a reason why an all-loving God does not end suffering.  

You could say; 

#1:  an all powerful God and an all loving God does exist

#2:  This God allows suffering to exist

Therefore; He must have loving reasons to allow suffering to continue.

World Faiths have different answers:

Hinduism:  it is a result of past life.

Buddhism:  it is illusionary.

Islam:  doesn’t matter, just submit to the will of Allah

Atheism:  Suffering is random chance.

The Bible does not attempt to explain all the reasons for suffering.  

It does not attempt to answer this complex question with simple answers.  

How does the Bible respond?

I. Room for Doubt:

It is human to ask ‘Why?’  God is not intimidated by our questions.  David wrote both Psalm 22, which begins…’My God, My God why have you forsaken me?’  And Psalm 23, which begins…’The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want.’  Our momentary doubts should not lead to a life of unbelief.  Our pain in a situation reveals how we are trying to reconcile this with how we feel ‘our world’ should go.

II. We are not innocent:

We have been made independent creatures with the moral ability to choose right from wrong.  ‘God is not playing doll house’ with our lives.  It is not the Truman show which is carefully orchestrated to prevent risks, suffering and danger.  Life is real and we play a real part in how this world is shaped.  Even natural disasters stem back to the original curse that was put upon this earth as a result of man’s sin.  Genesis 3:17; “…cursed is the ground because of you…”.  

Turn to Jesus’ teaching in Luke 13:1-5.  

The issue here was not one of guilt, because we are all guilty.  These events happened, one caused by human evil the other presumably by either natural disaster, wrong human building codes, or a combination.  The cause and effect is not traced to the sufferers own sinfulness; that would be a Hindu worldview; rather, it is traced back to the general falleness of Mankind and the result that nature itself has been cursed.  However, these are not just random acts; rather there is a design or purpose behind them. John Piper says, ‘Even if nature or Satan unleashed the deadly tidal wave, one word from Jesus would have stopped it.  He did not speak it.  This means there is a design in this suffering.  And all his designs are wise and just and good.  One of his designs is my repentance.  Therefore I will not put God on trial.  I am on trial. 

Jesus says in the case of the human sacrifices by Pilate and the disaster with the tower in Jerusalem; they were not a result of ‘sinners.’  Jesus does not define why those events took place; rather He defines what our response should be to those events:  Repent.  

The purposes of destructive calamities are not simple.  Piper says they mix mercy and judgement.  The clearest illustration of this is through Jesus Christ Himself.  He bore the judgement and penalty for sin (our sin) and we receive mercy as a result.  I will not speculate if there was judgement involved with the Southeast Asia Tsunami and how mercy may have come to those who did survive.  What this Tsunami should bring us to is a point of repentance.  We need to repent of our own selfishness.  

Why was an early tracking system not in place?

Why has aide efforts been blocked because of political reasons?

What about the disaster of AIDS in Africa?  There is judgement and mercy there, but we are also called as a people to repent.  

III. The Day After…

The Bible is clear that justice will be served on the Day of Judgement when all acts great and small will be judged.  Nothing will escape this judgement.  However, we also know that God is merciful and through repentance will on this life and through faith in Jesus Christ, our sins are atoned for.  The creation as well will be liberated from the decay it is experiencing.  Romans 8:22.  The good thing to remember is that these pains are pains of new birth and not of death.  

IV. Christ Entered In…

Finally, we must remember that Jesus enter into our suffering. Through Christ’s Humanity he received wounds, He suffered and He died.  The Bible also indicates how God the Father, who is Spirit, grieves for His people.  “During the days of Jesus ; life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears to the one who could save Him from death, and he was heard because of His reverent submission.  Although he was a son, he learned obedience from what he suffered and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him.” 
God the Father enters into an emotional suffering and pain for His Creation.  He is not distant, not aloof; He is fully engaged, yet gives us a free will so we do not act like robots.  

Questions:

Suffering seems to happen at different levels.  We can be philosophical about earthquakes, tsunamis, wars, and the like in distant lands that have no connection to our daily lives.  But when suffering comes to our homes, it becomes personal.  Imagine if you discover a close friend or family member has a terminal illness, do you think you would respond differently from that situation than you would from a distant situation?  How would the response be different? 

If a classmate were to come up to you tomorrow and ask you, ‘If your God is so loving and so powerful, why did 160,000 plus people lose their lives in the South East Asia?  What if that same person asked why their little brother died in an automobile accident?

In your experience, do you believe God to be distant or personal?  How has He demonstrated either to you?  What does the Bible communicate about His nearness and distance?

At the end of the day, people need hope.  Can you state clearly what the Christian hope is?

