Colossians 3 vs 1-11

“Whose Team R U On?”
Before we look at this passage we’re going back to the best programme on TV….it’s time for Colosse Street (you can download this week’s BAFTA winning episode of Colosse Street).

[scroll down]
It’s a great idea to read the passage first before you read the talk and keep referring to the passage as you read through, to check what you are reading matches up to what the Bible says.

God has done everything for the people He has created us and died for us but actually we’ve pretty much ignored him and shut the door in his face. Paul tells us in this passage that we’ve just read that now that we’re Christians things have changed – our relationship with God, our relationship with others, what’s going to happen to us in this life and when we die and we can’t just ignore that.

Paul tells us 2 ways that we’ve got to change:
1.
Look forward to heaven vs 1-4

2.
Ditch the past for good vs 5-10

1. Look forward to heaven
So let’s first look at that 1st bit:

Verse 1: “Since you have been raised with Christ” – did you know that if you’re a Christian you’ve been raised with Christ?!  Sounds an odd thing to say but what it means is that God sees you as a new person. Just as Jesus died and then his body was raised, the Bible tells us that this is sort of what happens to us when we become Christians. It’s as if our old lives has died -  the way we used to think, the things we used to think were important, the way we behaved and most importantly our SIN – and we have been raised as new people on their way to heaven – Paul is saying that the beginning of eternity starts when you become a Christian. That’s amazing isn’t it? 

For most people death is the most worrying thing in the world – they’ll do anything to live forever, to have eternal life. They’ll be cryogenically frozen so that they can be brought back to life when there is a cure for cancer, they’ll take all sorts of pills, go to all sorts of healers to avoid death, but for the Christian this is no longer the most important thing because death isn’t the moment it all ends. 

For me the most important moment was 1991 when I became a Christian. It was then that my old self died and the Bible tells me in vs 1 here that I was raised to life in Christ at that moment. It’s in the past tense too – not I’m going to be raised but I have already been raised. 

Look at vs 3 – it says that we “died” – in the past tense again! It’s talking about our old life but it then says our new lives are hidden with God. What’s that all about? Well when I became a Christian my body didn’t change – I didn’t begin to look differently or sound differently. I didn’t become better at football or more intelligent or richer. I didn’t stop getting ill. I was just the same in that way. My new life is hidden. When I die in this world it won’t be the end – I’ll start a new life in heaven which will be PERFECT in every way – no more suffering, violence, hate, sadness, misunderstanding, heartbreak. That will be my new life – no longer hidden but there for everyone in heaven to see. Yes our new life starts here, but the best is hidden until we get to heaven.

So, because of this we’re told to GET READY for heaven – vs1 “set your hearts on things above” and vs 2 “set your minds on things above”.

Who likes going on holiday? It’s really exciting but you’ve got to prepare for it. Got to plan what you’re going to do when you get there, get the tickets, get your passport, read up about what the hotel has to offer and then you’ve got to pack everything you need. It’s something to look forward to. You don’t just wake up one morning and say, “I’ll just go on holiday today” and then leave the house…

Like a holiday we’ve got to GET READY for heaven – got to have it on our minds and on our hearts all the time. Getting excited about it, planning for it. Read vs 1 & 2 again: “set your hearts on things above”, “set your minds on things above”. I know I’ve said it before but heaven is the most under-rated thing in this world…people think it’s just about floating around with harps on clouds…but in fact it’s the most incredible place, where we have actual bodies and perfect real relationships with each other and with God.

So we’re told to get ready for heaven. But how do we do it?

Well the 2nd part of this chapter tells us how:

2. Ditch the past vs 5-10
Paul ends by telling us 2 things:

Our “new self” that he keeps going on about will make us more like our Creator – look at vs 10. In other words we should become more like Jesus in every way. So if we’re a Christian we’ve got to look at ourselves every day and ask – am I more like Jesus than I was yesterday? If not, we’ve got to do something about it. Is there something particular getting in the way? We’ve got to ditch it. Remember we’re not on our own trying to be like a perfect God. Instead God has given every Christian His Spirit to help us CHANGE.

Second thing is in verse 11

It doesn’t matter who you are or where you come from, whether you’re paid £100,000/wk like David Beckham or £200/wk. It doesn’t matter who your parents are or what they believe or what religion you were brought up in. God looks at US and asks the same question: do you want to follow me or not? The choice is open to everyone – look at verse 11 again. But no-one can ever say: “I was never given that choice”. You are given that choice.  What have you chosen to do?

Check out the “going deeper” section on vs. 5-10:

--------------------------------------------------------------

Colosse Street

Thumbs Up/ Thumbs Down Scenarios

To check out whether you have really understood the talk and Bible Study, you may like to have a look at these Colosse Street scenarios.  There are 3 scenarios, and you need to decide for each one whether Paul would give them the thumbs up  “Sound teaching” - or the thumbs down  “Dodgy teaching” .


“Sound Teaching“ is when Paul’s instructions in this passage are followed – the truth of the Bible is taught in a way that everyone can understand and the church teaches that Jesus is the only way to get right with God and go to heaven.


“Dodgy Teaching” is when Paul’s instructions are not followed – the truth of the Bible is not taught, in fact the Bible is binned completely, and the church teaches that people need to do something MORE than simply trust in Jesus to get right with God and get to heaven.

Sadly, there are many churches and Vicars today that do not teach the Bible and do not teach that Jesus is the only way to get right with God, so we need to know how to spot them.
Thumbs Up/ Thumbs Down Scenario 1
Phil and Liz

Phil: 
“Ey up our Liz.”

Liz:
“Ey up our Phil”.

Phil:
“Right, I was int’ church yesterday”.

Liz:
(falls off her chair) “In church, you?”

Phil:
“Ay, well, I thought as I’m on me last legs, I’d better make sure they’d bury me, so thought I’d put in an appearance….”

Liz:
“Are you on your last legs?”

Phil:
Yeah, well I finished off all that out of date Y@S tuck shop stuff last Sunday evening and when I went to Wexham Park with chronic stomach ache they gave me 3 days to live.”

Liz:
“Well, I am surprised I thought it would be only 24 hours, the state some of those hula hoops were in”.

Phil:
“Anyway, right, I were int’ church and the vicar bloke said if I wanted a Christian burial I needed to get  baptised as I wasn’t a Christian if I didn’t get baptised, and also that I needed to take ‘oly communion at least once a month if I stood a chance ont’ other side”.

Liz:
(Puzzled)  Ont’ other side?  What, is only one side of you alright if you get baptised?”

Phil:
No, ya daft lassie.  I mean (whispers)  when I die, heaven and all that, I’ve got to take the ‘oly communion.

Liz:
Oh, so you gotta be baptised to be a Christian and to get to heaven you’ve got to have communion at least once a month……

Phil:
Yeah.  Right, off to get some Rennies for my stomach.  
Thumbs Up/Thumbs Down Scenario 2
Nick/ Ray

Ray:
“Ey up, our Nick”.

Nick:
“Ey up, Ray. You’re in late tonight.”

Ray:
“Yer, well I’ve been to one of these special classes”.

Nick:
“Oh ay, what are they then?”

Ray:
“You know, what Rev. Piles was advertising in church t’other Sunday to be a really good Christian.”

Nick:
“What ‘appened then, are you a really really great Christian now, ‘cos you sure as McDonalds serve beefburgers weren’t before.”.

Ray:
“Well, we went to this room and Rev Piles said that in order to really know Jesus we had to understand all this special stuff which only he knew about, which God had told him in a dream t’other week.”

Nick:
(with a disgusted look on his face) “I don’t think I want to know about Rev Piles’s dreams……..”

Ray:
“No, but it was amazing, ‘cos basically God has only told him all this stuff and he’s passing it on to us, so we like prayed for ages for God to give us extra special doses of the Holy Spirit so that we could be more holy than everyone else and more at one with Jesus. Now, we know that we really are in a relationship with God ‘cos we understand all this special stuff which God told Rev Piles, it’s all completely new, none of it’s in the Bible, it’s quite complicated but he told us we’ll get our heads around it after another 52 sessions…...”

Nick:
(amazed) “52 sessions?”

Ray:
“Yeah, 52.  That’s the special number innit…that’s what Rev Piles told us, so we have to have 52 of these special sessions”.

Colosse Street

Thumbs Up/ Thumbs Down Scenario 3
Phil and Liz
Liz:
“Alright our Phil, still alive then?”

Phil:
“Yeah, apart from the cheese and onion ‘ula ‘oops which I keep bringin’ up…”

Liz:
“’Ey, you know what you were sayin’ t’other night about making sure you could get a funeral in a church ‘n’ all, well it got me thinkin’ and I went to church this Sunday.”

Phil:
“Did ya?”

Liz:
“And, it was weird right, ‘cos they used that Bible an awful lot in the service.  I didn’t think they believed in that stuff anymore….”

Phil:
“The vicar at my church only uses the Bible for putting under his wobbly desk leg”.

Liz:
“Anyway, right, they had like a reading and then the vicar bloke spoke from what had been read and he said that you don’t need to do anything to get to heaven apart from believe in Jesus.  Nothing else.  That’s gotta be wrong, hasn’t it?  I mean what about all that looking after of me sick mam that I do, that’s gotta count for summit, hasn’t it?”

Phil:
“You’d have thought so.”

Liz:
“And, they just went on and on about Jesus and the Bible.  Didn’t really talk about much else, actually, and even though I thought they were a bunch of Jesus freaks, they were, I ‘ave to admit, really nice.  This is gonna sound a bit naff, but they really luved each other, ya could tell and there were all sorts of people there.  There was that really thick woman who lives next to our Katie, you know the one with special needs who sometimes wears her slippers to the co-op, and then, ohhh you’re never gonna believe it, there was that judge, the posh one our Jonny appeared in front of for shoplifting, him and that woman in the same building listening to the same thing, I couldn’t believe it and she seemed to understand as much of what the vicar bloke was saying as the judge did, with his fancy education…..amazing.”
BIBLE STUDY

Going Deeper

Ditch the Past vs 5-10
1.
What does Paul mean when he says “Put to death whatever belongs to your earthly nature”?

These are the things that separate us from God. “Earthly nature” is a similar way of saying “old self” that we spoke about earlier.

2.
Think of an example of each of the problems of our earthly nature mentioned in verse 5

a.
Sexual immorality

b.
Impurity

c.
Lust

d.
Evil desires

e.
Greed

3.
Why is greed called idolatry in verse 5? What does idolatry actually mean and can any of the other problems in verse 5 be called idolatry?

Anything that takes 1st place in our lives in front of God is idolatry

4.
Is there anyone other than Jesus who has not had problems with one of these?

5.
Look at the list of problems in verse 8 & 9. How often do we let God down by not “ridding ourselves” of these things? How are we going to “rid ourselves” of these things starting today?

6.
Paul says we have a CHOICE. Compare verse 4 with verse 6 and decide what that choice is

You can have God’s wrath (i.e anger / judgement) – see  v. 6 -  if you continue to follow your “earthly nature” OR  you can share God’s glory  - see v. 4 – if your earthly nature dies and you set your hearts and minds on “things above”

7.
Does this mean that if we do any of the things listed in v. 5 or 8 God will still be angry at us and we can’t get to heaven? Look at verses 7 and 9-10 to help

No – if we have become a Christian God has made us NEW PEOPLE (vs 10) and has taken the punishment for all our sins. These sins belong to our OLD SELF (vs 7) and God expects us not to have anything to do with that anymore. If we really want a new start we’ll concentrate on the things that please God.
