Who is in God’s Massif?

Sunday 5th October 2003
The Background


So, last week we were left with God’s promise to Abraham – that he was going to have shed loads of descendants who would be God’s own people.  This was a bit of a joke really because Sarah, Abraham’s wife, was well-past it when God promised Abraham all those masses of offspring.  Sarah suggested to Abraham that he should sleep with her maid, Hagar, so that he would have a child.  But God had different plans – He tells old Abe (Abraham) that Sarah is going to have a child.  Check out Sarah’s response to this in Genesis 18 v. 11-12.  

Sure enough, just as Big G told Old Abe, Sarah had a son.  He was called Isaac, who got wed to Rebekah, who gave birth to Jacob.  Jacob, pretty impressively, had 12 sons (that is a whole football team’s worth with one sub!!) One of these sons was Joseph (of techni-colour dream coat fame!) .  The 12 tribes of Israel came from Jacob’s 12 sons.  Here is the lowdown on their names:
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There was also a tribe called Levi who became v special in Israel as they were given the job of being Priests, but they were set apart from the other tribes because they had such an important role.  

Life in Egypt
The Israelites have a bit of a ‘mare at the start of their existence.  They end up in Egypt after a massive famine in the land where they live drives them there to get food.  The Egyptians use them as slaves.  Have a look at Exodus 2 v. 23-25.  Here you can see the Israelites are having a bit of a shocker and they cry out to God asking Him to set them free from the their slavery.

The Plagues

God, as He always does, hears their prayers and arranges for them to get out.  This takes a while ‘cos the guy in charge of Egypt, Pharaoh, is well stubborn and will not let the Israelites go, even after God has sent 9 plagues on the Egyptians, and we aren’t talking minor plagues here we are talking major grim stuff:  1) Water turning to blood, 2) Frogs everywhere, 3)  Gnats all over the shop, 4) Flies in everyone’s houses, 5) All the livestock dying, 6) Boils all over men and animals, 7)  Whopping great hail storm that flattened trees!, 8) Locusts that ate all of the Egyptians’ crops, 9) Darkness everywhere for 3 whole days.

That wasn’t the end of it though, there was one more plague to come and that was the plague on all the firstborn children and animals in the Egyptians’ homes.

The Passover

You can check this out in Exodus 11 and 12.  Basically, what happened was, God told Moses that He was going to kill all the firstborn, including Pharaoh’s son.  BUT, He promised Moses that if the Israelites followed His instructions carefully they would be saved from God’s anger and judgement.  What they had to do was this:

• Take a perfect, male lamb and kill it;


• Put some of its blood on the doorframe on their house.

God reassured Moses that when He saw the lamb’s blood on the doorframe He would  pass over (that’s where the name comes from, guys!)  their homes and their firstborn children and animals would not be killed by God’s anger.  


Sure enough, this is what happened, and finally Pharoah let the Israelites go.  They escaped, through the Red Sea which God miraculously split into 2 so that they could WALK through it on dry ground.  AWESOME!!!

Why is the Relevant to Me?

The Passover points us to another great sacrifice:  Jesus on the Cross.  Jesus was called the Lamb ‘cos, just like the Passover Lamb, He was a perfect male whose blood was spilt so that we could be protected from God’s anger at the sin in our lives.  Check it out in 1 Corinthians 5 v. 7.

If we are trusting that Jesus died on the cross in our place, for our sins, taking the punishment we deserve, then God’s anger at our sin and His judgement will pass over us, just as it did all those 1000s of years ago in Egypt 
with the Israelites.  

The Passover Lamb is a picture for us of the protection we have in 

Jesus’s death from God’s anger, if we are trusting in Jesus.
