WHY BOTHER READING THE OLD TESTAMENT?

Good question!! The Bible remains the world’s best selling book (1 ¼ million copies sold every year), but, let’s b honest, we r all pretty clueless about what it tells as and how it all fits together.

·
If you went to Sunday school when u were little, u may know some stories from the Old Testament (David & Goliath, or Moses being put in a basket in the bullrushes and scooped out by Pharoah’s daughter, for example.)  But what have they, and the rest of the Old Testament, which was written donkey’s years ago, got to do with your life here, 2day, a teenager in 2003?  Well, that’s another good question, and this term in Y@S we want u 2 have a clearer idea of how the Bible fits 2gether  and 2 see that it is not just a random collection of 66 books, it is a collection of 66 books written by God, which all fit together and point to Jesus.

·
Amidst the 66 books which make up the Bible, there is mega amounts of variety – over 40 different human authors, writing in different situations, and different cultures with their own individual personalities.  These authors were working together with God to write His Bible.  Check out 2 Peter 1 v. 20-21 and 2 Timothy 3 v. 16.
·
The Bible covers loads of ground, but Jesus Christ and the salvation He offers binds it all 2gether – Jesus was well into Bible Studies and He led one from the Old Testament (imagine how COOL that would have been – a Bible Study led by JC!) and explained that the Old Testament was talking about Him.  You can check that out in Luke 24 v. 27
·
Some Christians think that God decided to send Jesus to earth only after His first plan of mankind living in perfect harmony with Him  had failed.  But, as we r going to see this term, God had always planned to send Jesus – the Old Testament is God’s promise that Jesus will come and the New Testament is that promise being fulfilled. WICKED!!!!  

·
As the Bible is 1 book, not 2 separate books, that has big implications for how we read it –we need to look at both what the Old Testament says and how that is fulfilled in the New Testament, which is what we r going to be doing at Y@S this term – watch this space!!

