“Vets in Practice”  

The Parable of the Lost Sheep – Luke 15:1-7

17 October 2004
Examining the amazing truth of Christ searching for us whilst we are still lost in sin and heaven  rejoicing when we are found

·
How much do you think you are worth in £’s ? 

·
FAT – IRON – SUGAR – LIME – PHOSPHOROUS – MAGNESIUM – POTASH – SULPHUR – WATER. These are the basic chemical elements that make up an average human being!!! - 50p

·  Actually we are worth much more than that as we’ll see this evening.

·
Tonight we are thinking about how SPECIAL YOU ARE

·
Have you ever lost anything? Think about what it was – how you responded and how you felt when you found it.
·
Think of something you really valued and lost (if different from the above). 

·
Read: Luke 15:1-7 Jesus told this story in response to the religious people moaning about him eating / welcoming the outsiders (sinners & tax collectors)

·
Another word for Parable is Story. Jesus – the greatest story teller EVER. The stories stick.!

·
The ‘sinners – tax collectors..bad people’ all wanted to listen to Jesus. The ‘Pharisees’ (separated ones / who took laws and went a bit too far with them!!’ Legalistic!! ) - good people’ were shocked that Jesus would be so close to such people

·
Shepherd is an illustration / picture of Jesus   Sheep illustration / picture of you and I (Romans 3:23) The Shepherd isn’t mentioned in these verses but can be applied as this picture would be familiar to Jesus’ original hearers

·
Shepherd tired, counts them in, 1 missing, faced with a choice: go home or go searching?
·
Goes searching, sheep could be in danger, wandered away, need to be helped, needs to be rescued, needs the Shepherd
·
The Shepherd doesn’t give up and when he finds the lost sheep verse 5 & 6 – Celebration Time – come on. On the shoulders – tells friend and neighbours
·
The 1 that was lost was just as important at the 99 that were OK
·
We are ‘lost’ and need Jesus and He’s out there searching for us and want to rescue us. Glory!!!!
·
There is MORE joy over 1 sinner who repents than over 99 righteous people. 

·
Pass on the good news to others!! PRAY for them.

·
“This man welcomes sinners & eats with then” Yes he does! That includes you and me!! The Pharisees & teachers of the law (good people) are in the same boat as tax collectors and sinners as far as Jesus is concerned. 

·
Jesus – the Good Shepherd  - is willing and did lay down his life for (John10:11)

·
Have you been ‘rescued??’ by Jesus
·
Pause to Pray
Questions to think through: Luke 15:1-7 The Parable of the Lost Sheep. 
·
What things make you feel special?

·
In what way(s) do we behave like sheep?

·
Why did the shepherd bother looking for the one that was lost when he had 99 perfectly fine sheep all safe and sound?

·
What does this tell us about the character of the Shepherd / Jesus

·
What do you do / Who do you turn to when you don’t feel very special?

·
What can we do to help find other ‘lost sheep?’

·
What does verse 7 tell us about God’s heart?
