Colossians 1 v. 1-14

“The Qualifiers”

Check out the Colosse Street Episode which you can look on this website to find out some background info about the book of Colossians. (SCROLL DOWN TO BOTTOM)


Dunno if you’ve ever had to write thank you letters?  They’re a bit of a pain aren’t they?  The thank you letters I write are well boring.  This letter from Paul is also a thank you letter, but it’s a thank you letter with a difference ‘cos Paul is excited, his letter is full of life and love.  Paul is overflowing with amazing stuff about God that he wants to tell the people he’s writing to – the Colossians (that’s why the book is called Colossians, by the way, in case you hadn’t already realised!)

There are 3 things we find out about when we look at the first 8 verses of this passage (and it would be a top idea to look at them now) in Colossians, and, they all begin with G (it’s supposed to help you remember them, if they all start with the same letter!)

1)
Godly Group

2)
Growing Gospel

3)
God of Grace

GODLY GROUP 


Check out the passage – who do you think the godly group is?  It’s the Christians Paul is writing to in Colosse.  Paul is thankful for them, not ‘cos they’ve given him a nice present, not ‘cos they’ve just won the rugby world cup, but ‘cos of what he says in v. 4  - their faith in Jesus and the love they have for all the saints.


JARGON BUSTER – What does this word “saint” mean?  Does it mean people wondering around with halos and white nighties who do lots of good deeds and look after injured animals?  Naahhhhhhhh!!!  The Bible tells us that being a saint is not about the good things we’ve done – it’s about who we are trusting and relying on: ourselves or Jesus?  When we trust in and rely on Jesus, and his death for our sin, God looks on us as if we are Jesus – as if we are perfect saints, instead of the awful sinners who bog up with God and each other all the time that we know we really are.  AWESOME! So, if you are trusting in Jesus today, then you are a saint!!!  How COOL is that?!  (Although I wouldn’t recommend you go around calling yourself Saint (whatever your name is) as you might get a reputation for being a bit of a stuck-up weirdo!

….being a Christian is tough

In our world today, the faith that the Colossians had in Jesus and the love for other Christians that they showed is unusual.  You may be the only Christian in your class, or your year, perhaps even in your school.  The godly group in Colosse would’ve been unusual as well and seen as odd by their non-Christian mates.  It would’ve been tough for them, just like it will be for those of us following Jesus today.


Putting your faith in Jesus and loving other people who are following Him is not the easy option, it’s not a cop out, in fact it is the hardest thing you will ever do.  So why, against all the odds, do the Colossians choose to have faith in Jesus?  Check out v. 5.  Here Paul tell us that this faith and love the Colossians have against all the odds springs from (or comes from) the hope that they know they have in heaven.  That hope of heaven is a hope based on these things (which we learn from other places in the Bible):


Hope of eternal life (a perfect life that goes on 4eva & eva)


Life free from sin


Life free from pain


Life free from sadness


Life free from death


Life with a perfect relationship with God and with each other


Life in a new perfect world

THE GROWING GOSPEL


So where have the Colossians heard about this incredible hope of heaven?  Check out v. 5 again.  They have found out about it in the word of truth, the gospel (meaning the Good News).  They heard about God’s good news of forgiveness from sins, and a mended relationship with Him thru trusting in Jesus, from a geezer named Epaphras (we’ll call him Ep, ‘cos his name is well hard to say!) as you can see from v. 7.  Now, Ep isn’t alive any more, so where can we find out about this good news, where is the word of truth today?  Well, God is so good to us that He’s had it all written down and preserved and we can find out the good news from the Bible – the Bible contains the word of truth.  That is why the Bible is the most important book ever written and the one we need to keep reading!


Paul says in v. 6 that this gospel is a growing gospel - it’s bearing fruit  This is a really important point for us to get our heads around – being a Christian is not just about what we believe, it is about how we live.  The way we live proves that our faith in Jesus is real.  Now, we need to understand that we don’t earn our invitation to heaven thru how we live – we have done nothing to deserve a place in heaven, that is a gift from God which we accept by trusting in Jesus.  But, when we have accepted the invitation of forgiveness and eternal life we have a new master – we are not in charge of our lives anymore, Jesus is, and our character and lifestyle should change to show that He is now in charge, He is now our boss.  We think about that more in the Bible Study which you can see on this website.  


So, if the gospel is growing so fast and bearing so much fruit, why is it so powerful?

GOD OF GRACE


Check out v. 6-7.  God is always full of grace – that means, He doesn’t treat us in the way we deserve to be treated (which is being cut off from His love and being punished, justly, in hell)  but He gives us what He gave to the Colossians, as we saw in v. 5, the hope of heaven through faith in Jesus.  The reason this message of God’s grace is so powerful is in v. 6 – IT’S TRUE – “God’s grace in all its truth”!!!  


At the start we said this was a thank you letter, but it’s unusual not only ‘cos it’s really exciting, but ‘cos Paul isn’t thanking the people he is writing to – he is thanking God .  Paul’s thanks for the love and faith of the Colossians goes to God in v. 3.  The glory goes to God and that should be the same in our lives – the glory should go to God through the way that we live.  If you want to think about HOW we give glory to God (which it would be quite good to know if it’s something God tells us to do!), check out the Bible Study on v. 9-14.

Colosse Street

Check out the Colosse Street episode below to find out the following about the book of Colossians:
1)
Who wrote it?

2)
When did he write it?

3)
Where was he when he wrote it?

4)
Who did he write it to?  Where do these people live?

5)
Why did he write it?
Liz and Nick are having a quiet pint together, talking quietly.  Phil is sat down writing and thinking, handcuffed to the chair, when Ray walks in.

Ray:
Ey up our Paul, what you up to int’ Jesus Returns writing so much, and why are you cuffed tot’ chair?

Phil:

Ey Up Timothy.  Haven’t you heard?  I’ve been sent down indefinitely….

Ray:

What, fort’ usual?

Phil:
Yer, telling people about Jesus, they don’t like it, but they’ve let me out tonight with me special bracelet - there’s me guard there (pointing at Nick).
Ray: 

(Peering over Phil’s shoulder) Anyway, who ya writin’ to?  

Phil:

A group of new Christians in Colosse.

Ray:

Colosse, where’s that then?  That ain’t in Italy is it?

Phil:

Na, it’s in Turkey.

Ray:
 (Peering even more closely at the letter) Mate, you’ve got the date wrong at the top there, it’s Year 60 not 59.  

Phil:
Thanks for that our Tim.  I’ve lost track of time since I’ve been inside.

Ray:
So these Christians in Colostamy.  How on earth did they ‘ear about Jesus?  

Phil:
It’s Colosse, our Tim.  Well you remember I spent a few years in Ephesus in Turkey?  I met a guy there called Epaphras who became a follower of Jesus.  ‘E was so excited ‘e went off to Colosse to tell ‘em all about it and loads of ‘em became Christians.

Ray:
Oh ay.  So, why you writing to ‘em, didn’ you ought to be writing to yer Mam, tell ‘er yer alright, ask her to send you some new sandals and all that?

Phil:
They’re having a tough time, our Tim.  There’s loads of dodgy people in the church teaching all kinds of codswallop and telling ‘em that they need to do more than just trust in Jesus to be saved, so I’m trying to set the record straight.

Ray:
So, how did ya hear about all these problems in Colossal then, what with email bein’ down and all?

Phil:
Colosse, our Tim, Colosse.  Well, our Epaphras came here to Rome to tell me about it and I thought that as well as praying I’d better send some advice to get them back on track.

Nick:
(Gets up from his pint)  Right, come on our Paul, time to get back now (uncuffing handcuffs).

Paul:
Just let me finish this bit.  (To Ray) How shall I introduce it?

Ray:
You could send ‘em something, that’s always nice.

Nick:
(To Liz) Right see ya soon Grace, don’t give that garage no peace until they get that chariot of yours mended.

Ray:
(Very excitedly) Grace and peace, send ‘em grace and peace.

Phil:
Nice one, our Tim (then dragged away by Nick)  you’d better get out of here before Grace gets started on the karaoke…..

BIBLE STUDY

Colossians 1 v. 9-14

“The Qualifiers”
What (v. 9)

·
How regularly does Paul pray for the Christians in Colossians?

·
What does he pray for them – what does this mean?

·
How do Paul’s prayers (amount and content!) compare with your own for other Christians?

Why (v. 10  11 & 12 )

What seven reasons does Paul give for praying for the Christians in Colosse? 

1)


2)


3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

Looking at each one in turn: 

·
What does it mean to live a life which is worthy of the Lord?  Why is it important to live such a life?

·
What are good works?  What is the role of them in the Christian life?

·
How do you think we grow in the knowledge of God?

·
How does Paul say God will help us in our daily lives?  How does this make you feel?

·
Why does God give us His power?  Why do we need these two things?

·
Which other characteristic does Paul want for the Christians in Colosse?

Where (v. 13 & 14)
Paul says the Colossians, and we, should be thankful for what God has done for us.

·
What has God qualified us for?  What does this mean?

·
How has such qualification been made possible? Why do our sins need to be forgiven in order to qualify?

·
What does “redemption” mean? 

·
How should you respond to such fantastic news?!

