The Parable of the Soils

Luke 8:4-15

Our culture is constantly asking us, “What type of person are you?” Magazines have quizzes, don’t they, which you can fill in and find out what kind of boyfriend/girlfriend you are. The end of the quizzes goes something like this: “If most of your answers were A you are kind, loving, considerate and romantic, an all round perfect guy, if most of your answers were B you are generous, fun, sometimes a little bit annoying, and could do with showering more often, but she’ll let you get away with it ‘cos you’re such a charmer, if most of your answers were C you’re prone to letting her down and you need to sort out your bad breath, but you come up trumps with all the right romantic gestures at crucial moments, saving your relationship and keeping her sweet, if you were mostly D, you’re a complete loser who is never going to keep a steady girlfriend and you may as well go and lock yourself in your bedroom right now and stay there for the rest of your life.”


The Bible, however, as we see straight away from this parable is interested in a question our culture never asks, not what kind of personality are you, but what kind of soil type are you?


As we look at the parable, we see that there are 4 types of soil:

Way-side soil (v. 5)

Rocky soil (v. 6)

Thorny soil (v. 7)

Good soil (v.8)

When you teach parables you usually explain the point that Jesus is making with the story he is telling, but this is an unusual parable because we actually have Jesus’s explanation of it in v. 11-15, so we know what all the different soils are meant to represent in real life.  


So, we’re just going to spend a few moments tonight looking at each one of those soils in turn and thinking which soil type we each fit into and what each soil type might look like in our day to day lives.


Both sets of my grandparents were amazing gardeners and my Mum is an awesome gardener; she knows every kind of flower that God ever made, she has this huge garden which looks great.  So, I’m from this line of pretty impressive gardeners. But the gardening gene has obviously skipped a generation when it comes to me, because I haven’t got a clue about gardening – I don’t even know what’s a plant & what’s a weed!  However, even I can tell you that if I want to grow something successfully chucking it down on my gravel path is not going to give those seeds a great start.  But that is so often what happens to something far more precious than seeds: the Word of God.  Jesus says in v. 11 that the seed is the Word of God, so primarily here we are talking about the gospel, the good news of Jesus Christ.  Who can tell me what the gospel is in a few words?


So, that’s the seed which we as Christians should be sowing in people’s lives.  

1.
Path/Wayside
But the first place we find in this parable where the seed can fall is the path, it falls on the wayside.

Q:  What happens to it in v. 5?  

Q: What does that picture represent in v. 12?  


We see straight away here that sowing the seed is tough work.  Why?  Because we have an enemy, the devil, who is waiting there ready to take away the Word of God from people’s hearts so that they won’t believe and be saved.  It’s as simple as that; the seed is sown and then Satan, just like the birds of the air, gobbles it up and snatches it away.  I don’t know about you, but I’ve seen this happening again and again in my friends’ lives.  I’ve told them the gospel, or I’ve taken them to events where the gospel has been explained, and they just don’t care, they don’t want to know because the devil is there taking the Word of God from their hearts.  


I don’t know if any of you know any  farmers?  When I was growing up I lived next door to 2 amazing farmers who used to name all their cows after members of my family  and they were an amazing picture of perseverance and dedication.  When they first got married they went together to a young farmers ball.  While they were at the ball one of their calves died and they then vowed that they would never go out again for the rest of their lives in case they lost any of their animals.  So they haven’t. They haven’t been out for an evening together for about 50 years.  It would be amazing if I cared about my non-Christian friends as much as they care about their cattle.  It’s an amazingly tough life for them being farmers, and it’s often tough trying to sow the word of God in our friends’ lives, but we must persevere just like my neighbours do in their farming. So, pray for your non-Christian friends, pray for chances to keep sowing the seed, pray against the devil’s schemes and pray that the seeds you sow in your friends’ lives would land on good soil and not fall by the wayside and be snatched away by the devil.

2.
Rocky Ground
So, then Jesus talks about the seed which falls on rocky ground v. 6.  

Q:
What happens to those seeds?  

Q:
Why (v. 13)?  


There has been some teaching going on in churches for the last couple of years called The Prosperity Gospel.  Anyone heard of it?  The Prosperity Gospel teaches that Christianity is all about having a blissful life, about praying to God for material blessings, and promising that if you become a Christian God will bless your business, make you rich and give you amazing cars.  Churches that preach this false gospel are full of Christians who have fallen on the rocky soil.  They receive the word with joy v. 13 – they are wrongly taught and, of course want to believe, that becoming a Christian is going to mean an end to all their troubles and the beginning of complete success.  

Q:
Why does this not stack up with what the Bible teaches about becoming a Christian?  

When times get tough people who have heard the Prosperity Gospel fall away because they have no roots.  


So, if what we can learn from the wayward soil is that we have an enemy and we need to persevere in our sowing, what we can learn from the rocky ground is that we need to put down roots & be careful how we sow.  


It’s easy for us to say to our friends “Hey become a Christian, it’ll make you feel so much better, your life will be fantastic” but the real reason they should become a Christian is so that they would be saved and being saved involves putting Jesus first and that is a costly thing to do.  We have to give things up when we become Christians otherwise those things choke our relationship with God, as we’ll find out from the thorny soil.  If we go into being a Christian with the wrong expectations, thinking life is going to be problem-free because we’ve given our lives to Christ, then we are not going to last long.  So, be careful how you sow, of course tell your friends that being a Christian is awesome, but make sure they know there’s a cost, otherwise, they won’t get very far.  v. 13 says,  “In the time of testing they will fall away”.   


Now we also see that we need a root if we are going to survive as a Christian.  The root is knowing that there will be testing, that it will be tough being a Christian. Friends might ask us why we don’t want to get drunk, or what we were doing on Sunday, and we might find it completely embarrassing, but we say we are Christians and then get the mick taken out of us.  That is a testing time.  We might feel pants about being a Christian at that point, but having firm roots is about realising that true Christianity is not about feeling good, it is actually about suffering and making sacrifices.  For you guys, that could come in all sorts of forms – not getting involved in stuff you know God doesn’t like and then losing friends, making friends with someone everyone hates and leaves out because you know that’s what Jesus would do.  


The way to develop roots and get through testing times is to regularly read & know our Bibles, have regular contact with Christian friends, be stuck in at church and be getting to know God better through prayer and serving him.


Think about the times of testing you’ve had in your life and whether you’ve fallen away from God at those times.  When we fall away from God because of testing we are in dangerous rocky ground, so we need to make sure we ask for forgiveness and come back to Him, and start afresh. Have a reality check when you’re in those testing times: remember Christianity is tough.
3.
The thorny soil


So, we’ve had a couple of danger zones – the devil snatching away the word as it falls on the wayside, and the area of testing where we need to get our roots down, realise it will be hard and make sure we don’t fall away.  The final danger zone is the thorny ground.  

Q:
What happens to the seed that falls there in v. 7? 

Q:
What does this mean v.14?  

If you’re a sailor, you keep your eyes peeled the whole time for rocks, for shallow waters, for other boats and for icebergs as they are all potential dangers.  Jesus is telling us here what we need to be on the look out for – we need to keep our eyes open for things which worry us and give them to God in prayer, we need to make sure we are not pulled away by the desire to be rich and live a life satisfying our own pleasures rather than a life which gives God pleasure.  Worries, riches and pleasures are all potential dangers.  Now, this is not saying you can’t have a good time if you’re a Christian, but Jesus is saying that those pleasures – going out and having a good time, having a nice house, wearing nice clothes – can easily choke us as Christians and kill our relationship with God.  


A friend of mine runs a youth group a bit like Y@S.  Recently, a guy in her youth group called Vikram decided that he couldn’t give up the pleasures in his life for Jesus, and he was going to turn his back on God.  A couple of weeks ago Vikram got killed by a train.  There isn’t much hope for Vikram, because it seems that he had allowed his relationship with God to be strangled by the thorny pleasures of this life


Now of course, we are all going to struggle with worry and riches and pleasure until we get to heaven, but the key here is that Jesus says the seed does not mature v.14.  That is the problem.  The Christian life is not about how you started, it is about how you finish.  It doesn’t matter what your relationship with God was like yesterday, what matters is how it is today.  Are you steadily growing or are you in danger of being choked?  If you are, take an honest look at what is choking you, pray about it, talk to one of us about it so that nothing will stop you from maturing and becoming good soil.

4.
Good Soil


People who are really serious about gardening spend months persevering to produce a good soil.  They make compost and get peat and gather all sorts of grim animal droppings & tea leaves to produce perfect roses.  For Christians, producing a good soil is also about perseverance.  Now, I would imagine that most of you here tonight have heard the word of God and retained it, as Jesus says in v. 15, so the key to producing a good crop is simply perseverance.  A good crop is about becoming more like Jesus in our personal holiness and bringing other people closer to God through how we live and what we say.  Keep on keeping on – keep on through the rocky times of testing, keep on through the thorny times when worries and riches and pleasures threaten your relationship with God.  We will then produce a crop – we might not ever see the whole of that crop, but God will use our perseverance to grow fruit in our lives and in other people’s lives.  

So, what are we left with?  4 P’s!

Pray against the devil

Put down roots

Persevere to maturity =

Producing a good crop

Which Soil Type Are You?

Take a look at Jesus’ words in Luke 8:11-15 and think through the following questions:

1)
Which soil type do you think you are?

2)
Have you received the word of God with joy (v.13)?

3)
Do you have firm roots which will get you through testing times (v.13)?

How can you be making your roots firmer?

4)
Do you ever find yourself in the danger zone of thorny ground  (v. 14)?  

Which thorn presents the most danger for your relationship with God?

a.
worry

b.
riches

c.
worldly pleasures

What steps are you going to take to guard against these dangers?

5)
Do you believe that if you persevere in your Christian life, God can use YOU to produce a massive crop (v. 8 & 15)?!

