The Holy Spirit 

Sunday 22nd June

This week in Y@S we were looking at the huge topic of the Holy Spirit.  There was no way enough time in the session to cover everything there is to know about the Holy Spirit, and we will be looking at the whole area again, but if there is something you want to know about the Holy Spirit which isn’t covered in the summary, please let any of the Y@S leaders know and they would be only too happy to chat to you about it all!

To look at the Holy Spirit, we asked a series of questions and then had a look at what the Bible had to say in answer to those questions:

1) Who is He (not what is IT?!!)

First things first, the Holy Spirit is a PERSON not a sort of cosmic force, or blob that hovers around!!  This is really important ‘cos it means that we can have a relationship with Him.  Check out John 15 v. 7 where Jesus clearly refers to the Holy Spirit as “Him”.


The Holy Spirit is, obviously, Holy.  This means that He is completely pure, and perfect basically He is God.


Check out Romans 8 v. 9 - Here we see that Spirit is described as the Spirit of God and the Spirit of Christ – it is hard to get your head around, but one of the great mysteries of Christianity is that God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit are 3 in 1, totally unified – the Holy Spirit shows us all the characteristics of Jesus and God and points us to them.

Look at John 16 v. 13 – Johnny boy tells us there that the Spirit is the Spirit of Truth.  He speaks the truth, He guides us in the truth, He is the truth and He is true.  Specifically, He tells us the truth concerning the fact that we are all sinners – we have all bodged up and pushed God out of the number 1 spot in our lives (which He completely deserves, being the Creator of the universe and each of us, to name just a couple of things!)  The Spirit doesn’t just tell us there is a major problem though, He shows us there is an answer to our sin – Jesus dying on the cross to take the death penalty we deserve so that we can be in a right relationship with God
THINK POINT
?
Are you looking into Christianity?  Are you thinking there is something in it, perhaps it is true?  That is the Spirit working in you!

?
Have you realised you have bodged up and pushed God out of your life and you can’t live life the way you want to?  That is Spirit working in you showing you what you are really like!

Check out Hebrews 10 v. 29 – Here we read that the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of grace.  What on earth does that mean?  Is He all about saying a quick prayer before you eat?!  NO!  A little definition of grace is God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense.  Through Jesus’s death on the cross (that was the huge expense) we have access to a relationship with God and all the riches He longs to pour out on us, including eternal life in heaven.  Grace is getting what we don’t deserve, and we don’t deserve to be in a relationship with God or to go to heaven, but ‘cos of His love and Jesus’s death on the cross we can.


Look at Hebrews 9 v. 14 – We see here that the Spirit is eternal (He was around at the creation of the world – check out Genesis 1 v. 1-2!)  That means He won’t give up, He doesn’t think He can’t be bothered anymore, He won’t let you down – we can trust Him, He is constant and faithful!


Finally, check out John 15 v. 26 – Johnny boy tells us here that the Spirit is a Counsellor.  That means stacks of things:


He guides you


He comforts you


He gives you advice


He helps you cope in difficult situations


He strengthens you


He literally gets alongside you!

2) So, When Do We Become Friends With Him?


Have a butcher’s at Ephesians 1 v. 13  - the answer is pretty clear, it is when we put our trust in Jesus Christ and what He did for us on the cross – if you have a relationship with Jesus, you have a relationship with the Spirit!

3) Where is He?

OK, you might say, I have put my trust in Jesus.  Where do I find the Spirit?  Is He lurking around my soak drawer, is He waiting on the school playing fields for me to collect Him and bring Him home for tea?  NO!  


Check out John 14 v. 16-17.  He is IN you, living inside you!!!!!  WOW, pretty awesome fact!!

4) What does He do?

The Holy Spirit’s job is to show us we need Jesus, and that He died for us, and then to transform is and make us more like Jesus once we have committed our lives to Him.  Have a look at John 16 v. 5-15 and see what else you learn about the Spirit and His work!
