“The Gospel: Saves All Believers”    (1st May 05)
Romans 1:16-17

16I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 17For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is from faith from first to last, just as it is written: ‘The righteous will live by faith.’

Aim:
To give assurance to those who doubt their salvation and show that no-one is beyond God’s grace


Key Points:
The gospel is exclusive in the sense that it is the only way to get right with God, but inclusive in that it’s saving power is for everyone who believes. It is also sufficient – there’s nothing else that we need (or can) do to be saved.



Video clip

Indiana’s father, played by Sean Connery, lies fatally wounded. Indie has to get through a series of challenges on his way to find a cure for his dad. Here’s the scene. [Scene 33]

Intro 

· What verse are we looking at tonight?

· Recall verse from memory (as a game)

Talk

We’ve been looking at this verse over the last couple of weeks. Tonight, we’re looking at the fact that ‘the gospel saves all believers’. There are two points that I’d like to make:

1. Only the gospel can save us

2. Everyone who believes the gospel will be saved

Not ashamed

Before we go any further, let’s just remind ourselves what we have learnt so far. Last week Scott explained why Paul says that he is ‘not ashamed’ of the gospel. Paul knew first hand of the amazing power of the gospel to save and to transform lives. He knew that the gospel alone could make him right with God and guarantee him a place in heaven. So he realized that whatever he suffered in this life for the sake of his faith would be nothing compared with the tremendous joy that awaited him in heaven.

So when we are tempted to be embarrassed or ashamed of our faith, it’s good for us to be reminded why we shouldn’t be. Look back at verse 16: Paul says that he’s not ashamed of the gospel ‘because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes.’

God’s power

Two weeks ago we took a closer look at what Paul meant by the ‘power of God’.  We saw from other parts of the Bible that God is all-powerful. He created the world and everything in it. He even named each of the stars in the sky. He is the King and ruler of the Universe. 

Our rebellion

But we also talked about the fact that we’ve all ignored this amazing Creator God and we’ve put ourselves first. We’ve taken the crown off God’s head and we’ve trying to wear it ourselves. We’re proud, in the worst sense. We find it difficult to admit our failings and we make excuses for our behavior. I do that all the time.

Many of you will have read John Dickson’s books. Here’s what he said about his life before he became a Christian:

“I thought to myself, “What if God was there? What if he saw my every shortcoming? What if he held it against me?” I was searching my heart. Part of me said, “I’ve never done anything real bad. It’s not as if I’m a murderer.” Another part of me replied, “Shut up, Dickson. You know you’re selfish. You’re proud and you ignore God. Face the truth.”

Even if we’ve not done anything really bad, we’ve still fallen a long way short of God’s standards. So how can we be God’s friends? How can we make ourselves right with God? We certainly cannot do it by trying to be good. We’ll never manage it.

Let me try to illustrate this. Suppose you had to be a brilliant football player to get into heaven. Well, maybe we’d think that Carl had it in the bag. Or what if you had to be great at computers. Well Ben’s got a first class ticket to the pearly gates. Or suppose you had to be good at looking after babies. Well Rachel’s in there, you’d think. But what if Wayne Rooney and Bill Gates and TV’s Supernanny showed up at Y@S? Compared with them, Terna and Ben and Rachel don’t look so hot.

You see, it all depends on who you compare yourself to. You may be a better person than me, but compared to the standard that matters – God’s  standard -  you’ll never measure up. None of us is capable of making ourselves right with God by being good. We’re rubbish at it.

Only the gospel can save us

So we need another way. And verse 16 tells us that it is ‘the gospel’ which solves the problem. It’s through the gospel that God saves us. And do you remember two weeks ago we spent some time working out what is meant by ‘the gospel’. And we concluded that the gospel is all about Jesus. Jesus is the only person who lived a perfect life. Jesus didn’t deserve to die. But he gave up his life for us, and he took the punishment that we deserve when he died on the cross. 

Let me give an illustration. Imagine a defendant who comes before a judge at the Old Bailey, having been found guilty of some terrible crime.

'Well', the judge says..'you have lived your like in reckless and shameful way. I have no option but to impose a life sentence.'

We, who are all watching in the public gallery are thinking, yes- that is what the defendant deserves. That is a just punishment for what that man has done.

However, at this point, to our astonishment, the judge takes off his wig and robes in the middles of the Old Bailey, and allows himself to be handcuffed. But the defendant is released and is free to go. 

The Old Bailey judge has voluntarily taken the place of the defendant to serve a life sentence in  prison. He takes the punishment which the defendant deserves. 

Well how amazing! What a sacrifice! A judge giving up everything for some criminal! Wouldn't that be headline news?

Well, so it was with Christ, who gave up everything for us. Not just a prison sentence though - but his life, by death on a cross.

All of us stand in that dock in the Old Bailey. We may not be murderers, or thieves, or robbers. But we will all have lived lives which in some or another fall short of God's glory. We are guilty if we live our lives without acknowledging God or without putting him first. 

But God in his great mercy, has given his son. Christ, who did no wrong, voluntarily took our place in the dock, so that we may go free. 

Salvation by faith

Well, what do we have to do to receive this amazing gift? Look back again at verse 16: “I am not ashamed of the gospel because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.”

In order to be saved, we have to believe. We all have to take that step of faith. Do you remember the scene we watched in Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade where Indiana literally has to take a step of faith

We too need to take a step of faith. That’s what happens when we become a Christian. But unlike Indiana Jones, our step of faith is not some massive leap in the dark. Christianity is faith based on evidence. You don’t have to leave your brain at the door when you start trusting in Jesus.

Everyone who believes will be saved

And if you are trusting in Jesus, you can be 100% sure that you are saved, that your sins have been forgiven, that you and God are friends. How do I know this? Well, look again at verse 16: ‘the gospel is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes.’

I used to work at the Houses of Parliament. As a member of the staff, I got a special security pass. This allowed me to get into the Houses of Parliament whenever I wanted. I wasn’t restricted in where I went either – I could roam around the whole place. It was brilliant. I used to love waving my ‘back stage pass’ and waltzing into work. Only MPs and staff members could do that kind of thing. The place was largely off limits to everyone else. But heaven is not like that. It’s not open only to the privileged few. It’s open to everyone. 

The Bible is clear that no-one is beyond God’s forgiveness. When I was at college I went along to a talk with my Christian Union. They had an Irish guy giving his testimony, about how he came to believe in Jesus Christ. However, this guy used to be a member of the IRA, a terrorist group in Northern Ireland. But he had received God’s forgiveness, and changed his life around. When Jesus was dying on the cross he promised the criminal being crucified next to him that he would be in paradise that day. 

So, if you wondering if you’ve done stuff too big for God to forgive, stop worrying. As Romans 1:16 says, ‘the gospel is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes.’  Only one thing can rule you out: unbelief. Not trusting in Jesus.

Assurance

Also, it’s good to realize that we don’t have to ‘feel’ saved in order to be saved.  Many Christians, me included, have a problem with what’s called ‘assurance’. In other words we worry whether our sins really have been forgiven and whether we really are Christians. 

When I was a teenager I used to go to lots of talks with my youth group. Sometimes the speaker would give the talk and then invite people to become Christians there and then by saying a prayer to invite Jesus into their lives. Each time I would say that prayer, even though I was already a Christian. It was kind of an insurance policy, because I doubted my standing before God. Also, I think I was hoping for some kind of dramatic conversion event that confirmed my faith. But that never happened. 

But the Bible is clear that we don’t need some dramatic conversion to know that we’re saved. Later on in Romans, 10:9, Paul says

“…if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”

It’s as simple as that. So, if you doubt your salvation, look at that verse. Have you put Jesus in charge of your life, and do you believe in his resurrection from the dead? In your heart, are you wanting to live for Jesus Christ ? If so, you can rest assured that your standing before God has been transformed. Your sins have been forgiven, and the barrier that used to exist between you and God has been demolished.

If, on the other hand, you’re hoping to wing it with God by being a ‘good person’, forget it. None of us is capable of earning our salvation. It’s all about trusting in Jesus. That, to me, is a massive relief, because I mess up all the time.

Group discussion:

1. Read Romans 10: 9 - 13

· What do we have to do in order to be saved?

· In practical terms, what does it mean to say ‘Jesus is Lord’?

· What do you think the word ‘justified’ means?

· Who will be saved? 

2. Many people believe that Christianity is just about doing good works. What would you say to that? Is it important to do good stuff if we’re a Christian? Why?

3. Now close your Bibles. Can you remember Romans 1:16? No cheating! There will be a prize for the closest answer. Leaders you are not allowed to help!
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