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“The BBC?” –How Did God Tell His Massif About the Future?
Wot’s a Prophet?

How did God in the past tell His massif about the future?  Well, he used geezers and ladies called prophets.  So, we can see that God communicates with His massif through human beings.  

Ray told us about Exodus 4 v. 16 and 7 v. 1-2, which gives us a good description of what a prophet does – Aaron was like a prophet to Moses, passing to the people the words Moses had given him.  Also, you may wanna check out 2 Peter 1 v. 20-21, which speaks about how God works with prophets, speaking through them.

Where Have we Got so Far in God’s Awesome Plan?

Bit of a recap, ‘cos this plan is SOOOOO awesome, it’s sometimes easy to get lost!!  The 12 Tribes of Israel hate each other, they have been fighting each other and have now split into 2 kingdoms – North and South.  The North has been exiled (taken captive) to Assyria, and the South has been exiled to Babylon.  Not good news. 

Why’s It Gone Wrong? 

Check out Deuteronomy 31 v. 28-29.  Moses clearly tells God’s massif not to make and follow other gods, but be totally sold out for Him, otherwise they will face God’s judgement.  But, they do not listen to God’s warnings – they push Him out and, just as God said, they face His judgement.  God is full of mercy, He never just blitzes His people for doing wrong (even tho’ He is totally entitled to – He is God after all!) He always warns them of the consequences of pushing Him out.  

Check out Jeremiah 25 v. 4-11 we can see God telling His people what they have done in ignoring the warnings He sent through His prophets.  But even in this judgement we see God’s love and mercy – have a special look at v. 11 we can see God has put a limit on how long His people will be in exile, they will return after 70 years.

Is It Ever Going To Go Right?

The prophets had a role not just to communicate God’s warnings, but to tell the people about the amazing future God had in store for His people when they follow Him.  Time for a bit of a history lesson now: In 538BC it looked as if the messages of hope the prophets had been talking about were going to be fulfilled.  Cyrus of Persia defeats the Babylonians and tells the Jewish exiles that they are allowed to return home to Israel and rebuild the Temple, which had been demolished.  You can see the reaction to this in Ezra 3 v. 10-13.  Some people who had seen the old temple were weeping ‘cos the new one was no better and yet it seemed God had promised something better than the old temple to them.  It was clear that this was not the time God was going to fulfil His promises about their being a better temple and a better King than even Solomon, the greatest Israelite King ever.

What’s That Got To Do With Me?

All that stuff happened 2,500 years ago, what’s it gotta do with me, you might think? We can see through all of this that God is in control even when everything seems to be going pear-shaped.  When God says something is going to happen, it happens.  He does not go back on His word.  Some of the Old Testament prophecies are still waiting to be fulfilled and some have already happened – Jesus, the Messiah, has come, which is what a lot of the Old Testament prophecies are about (check out Isaiah 53 which is all about Jesus, written 100s of years before He walked the earth).  We are yet to see the perfect Kingdom with the perfect King because that will only happen once has Jesus has come again.  

We know that God has warned us, like He warned His massif in the Old Testament, that He is going to punish us for our rebellion against Him, but He has also told us the AWESOME news that if we put our trust in Jesus, we will be spared that punishment we deserve, because Jesus has taken that punishment for us.  ULTIMATELY AMAZING!!
