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14th September
On Sunday at Y@S we went right back to the beginning of the Bible (Genesis).  Genesis is gr8 ‘cos it’s well easy to find, and u don’t have 2 spend ages looking like a muppet trying 2 find it!! We looked in particular @ the first 2 chapters – Genesis 1 and 2 (funnily enough!)  As we looked at Genesis, we learnt 4 important things about creation.

1) God is the 1 behind Creation


Yup, folks, God did it all.  He created the world.  Simple as that (well, it’s not that simple to create the world, but u know what I mean).   In Genesis it says that God created the world in 6 days. Some Christians believe that literally means 6 periods of 24 hours, other Christians think it could have been a longer period, but they all agree on the most important thing:  God is the author of creation.  


But, it wasn’t just God who was involved.  Check out Genesis 1v. 2 and u’ll see that the Holy Spirit was hovering around working as well.  The New Testament tells us that the third member of the Trinity, Jesus, was there 2  - John 1 v.1-3 tells us about that (in that passage Jesus is spoken about as the Word, you may well know it from Christmas readings).  So, God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit r all involved in this massive job of creating the world.


Again and again we see God’s amazing power in Genesis 1 – have a look through and see what goes on when God speaks or wants something to be done: it happens!  


God finishes creation and what does He feel about it in Genesis 1 v. 31?  He thinks it’s pretty cool (“very good” are His exact sentiments!)  God thinks that His world and everything in it, as He originally intended it to be, are fantastic.  God made and cares about every aspect of us – spiritually, physically, emotionally.  

2) God is the King of creation
Psalm 95 v. 3-7 explains that fact very clearly 4 us.  As He is the King, He deserves our worship, our praise and deserves to b Number 1 in our lives.  Makes sense doesn’t it? God is God; God created the world and everything in it - that makes Him ultimately worthy of our praise!

3) We are the cherry on the cake of creation
Check out Genesis 1 v. 27.  Here we see that human beings r made by God, they r in God’s image and they r male and female.  The fact that we r made in God’s image makes us unique amongst the whole of creation – no other animal is made in God’s image apart from us.  Cool, but what on earth does that mean (u might b thinking 2 yourself!)?  Well, it doesn’t mean that we r physically like God (so, think about yourself; it doesn’t mean that God has the same colour eyes, hair and skin as u, or that he is the same height as u!)  What it does mean though is that we have creativity, we have the ability to make decisions, and the ability to have relationships with 1 another and with God, which no other member of the animal kingdom has.  We also have a special role in God’s creation – u can find out what it is in Genesis 1 v. 26.  It is to rule over God’s world – God gives us the privilege of looking after His creation on His behalf (just like the Queen says to Tony Blair “You are running this country and making decisions on my behalf, but you are answerable to me for what you do.”)


Now this means that we r supposed 2 rule as God would – lovingly, carefully and responsibly.  We only have to look at the world 2day, full of environmental disasters, 2 know that we have not done this and we have let God down in the task He gave us 2 do.

4) Rest is the goal of creation
This is perhaps something u haven’t come across b4!  Have a look at Genesis 2 v. 1-3.  Here we can see that GOD RESTS on the 7th day, after He has finished creating the whole world (deserves a bit of a break after that, if u ask me!) God had finished His work and there was nothing left 2 do.  Now, don’t get me wrong, He still goes on sustaining the universe (it would fall apart, totally, without Him) and acting in our daily lives, but His act of creating the world was done and He had the day off.  The point is that God wants us to rest too, but not just in any old place, He wants us to rest in Him, and the rest of Genesis 2 goes on to explain what life resting in God is like for different aspects of His creation:
1) God and Mankind
God loves and cares 4 Adam – check out Genesis 2 v. 18, He gives Adam a wife, Eve, and He sets boundaries in which Adam is to live, which r there for Adam’s security and good (you’ll find those boundaries in Genesis 2 v. 16-17).

2) Man and Woman

Adam and Eve r completely intimate with each other, they r married and they r naked and feel no embarrassed about being totally starkers in front of each other! (Check out Genesis 2 v. 25)

3) Man and Creation
Adam and Eve had a fantastic time in the Garden of Eden, in Genesis 2 v. 15 we see that God takes Adam there and tells him to look after it – Adam is working in harmony with creation, following God’s rules and instructions.  We know this isn’t the case now – gardeners have a nightmare job because gardens r full of weeds, snails, thorns and slugs.  

This first picture of life on earth shows us the pattern of life where God rules – His Kingdom.  Here is life as it was originally designed by God:

The Kingdom of God

The Pattern of the Kingdom
God’s people


Adam and Eve

God’s place


The Garden of Eden

God’s rule


God’s Word, spoken to Adam

God’s blessing


Perfect relationships

(Taken from God’s Big Picture by Vaughan Roberts IVP)

Sadly, it’s not very long until it all goes wrong – we know that relationships between God and humans, humans and creation, and between humans themselves are in a grim state.  The amazing thing is, God has been working ever since to get them right again…..watch this space to see how! 

