THE GROVY PROMICES GOD MADE –

Sunday 28st September

Remember last week we saw how Adam and Eve bodged up big time and every perfect relationship in the Garden of Eden was in shreds?  Well, this week the news is a bit better – NICE ONE!  Even though Adam and Eve told God to butt out of their lives, God still loved human beings, and at Y@S on Sunday we saw that incredible love in action by reading some more of groovy Genesis.


We have already seen two themes in the Bible – sin (pushing God out of our lives and saying we want to do things our way) and God’s totally deserved judgment in light of us rejecting Him.  BUT, there is a third theme (and a v. groovy theme it is 2!):  GRACE.
Grace (which is not just a girl’s name or something you say before your tea) is what Ray told us about this week at Y@S.  

WOT IS THIS “GRACE” THING?

 Grace is getting something very good that we do not deserve.  (Ray explained that if he had parked his card and got back to find a traffic warden there smacking a hulking great yellow sticker on the windscreen, the traffic warden could show mercy by not giving the ticket to Ray, even though he deserved it.  But, if the traffic warden then went one step further and said, “I tell you wha,t mate, not only am I not going to give you a fine, but I’m also going to wash and clean your car for you”, wel,l that would be grace.)

WHERE CAN I SEE AN EXAMPLE OF GOD’S GRACE IN GENESIS?
Ray reminded us of something very important which we had looked at briefly last week – you can find it in Genesis 3 v. 15.  Here we see that as God is judging the serpent and Adam and Eve for their sinfulness, He promises that He will send someone to deal with the serpent (Satan) once and for all – to put it bluntly, He says that the one He is going to send is gonna totally bash Satan’s head in.  We now know that that person is Jesus Himself – when He died on the cross and rose again He claimed the most massive victory over Satan and if we believe in Jesus we can share in that victory too- which is ultimately groovy.  

ANYWAY, back to the Genesis – where we can find lots of examples of God’s grace, check out these few groovesome examples:

•Genesis 4 v. 15: Cain has just done away with his brother Abel, but God does not totally abandon him – he puts a protective mark on Cain so that he would not be killed himself.

•Genesis 5 v. 24:  If you check out the whole of chapter 5 you will notice something which keeps on cropping up- DEATH.  But that all changes when we get to Enoch.  We see that even though the world and humans are full of sin, it is possible to escape the consequence of that sin – death- by having a relationship with God.  Which is exactly what Enoch does.

•Genesis 12 v. 1-3:  This promise that God makes to Abram (and Abraham as he laters becomes – they are the same bloke!)  is WELL important.  There was nothing special about Abraham, he was just a normal, sinful human, like all of us.  But, God showed Abraham His grace by chosing him and giving him this whopping great promise, which has three elements:
•People – Abram is going to have shed loads of descendants who will be God’s own people.

•Land – Abram is told to leave the place where he was born and has grown up and go somewhere else (this place is known as “the promised land” ‘cos it was the land God promised to Abram.)

•Blessing – All the people who descend from Abram are going 2 b blessed, and thru them every nation on earth is going 2 b blessed.

God’s promise to Abraham is a promise of God’s people, being able to go to God’s place and enjoy His blessing.  This is just what Adam and Eve had b4 they turned their backs on God in the Garden of Eden – God is promising to reverse the awful consequences of the Fall and put people back into a right relationship with Him.  GROOVY!!!!!!
