THE BODGE UP –

Where Did it All Go Wrong?

Sunday 21st September
WHAT WENT WRONG?
We had a look at Genesis 3 during this session, which is a really sad account of how everything went wrong with God’s perfect creation.  We met a nasty piece of work, the serpent (who is Satan), who casts doubts on God’s word by saying to Eve that surely she won’t kick the bucket if she eats from the tree in the middle of the garden?  The slimy old snake’s tactics work and Eve takes some of the fruit from the tree (even though she could have munched on fruit from ANY other tree in the garden – have a look at Genesis 2 v. 16) and then gives some to Adam.

WHAT IS THE PROBLEM WITH HAVING A BIT OF FRUIT?

The problem is that God had really clearly told Adam and Eve not to eat from that tree (check out Genesis 2 v. 17).  God had put boundaries in place to protect Adam and Eve and make them safe and secure in the v. lovely Garden of Eden.  This fruit was special because it gave Adam and Eve the ability to decide what is right and wrong and in eating the fruit they were saying, “Shove off God, we don’t need you, we want to be the ones who rule our own lives and set the standards by which we live”.  Basically, they were making themselves like God, in a really awful way.

WHAT HAPPENED AS A RESULT?

Well, it all went more wrong than Adam and Eve could ever have imagined.  God showed them straight away that sin has consequences because He hates sin and punishes it.  Every perfect relationship we saw in Genesis 2 is ruined:

1)
The relationship between Adam and Eve – they argue and fight (see Genesis 3 v. 12) and their perfect intimacy is gone – they realise that they are completely starkers and make themselves some clothes (Genesis 2 v. 7).  Also, God says that there is now going to be a power struggle in their relationship – they are not going to be able to work properly side by side,  Eve will want to be dominating Adam and Adam will rule over her (that’s what Genesis 3 v. 16b is talking about.)

2)
The relationship between human beings and creation – take a look at Genesis 3 v. 17-18. Here we can see that it is going to be hard, hard work looking after the earth because the ground is going to produce lots of nasty stuff.

3)
The relationship between human beings and God – The punishment fits the crime – human beings have told God that they don’t want Him in their lives, so He gives them their desire.  Despite what they have done to Him, God, in His love, continues to look for Adam and Eve – He walks in the garden looking for them, but they are ashamed  (check out Genesis 3 v. 8-10) and they hide from Him.  God cuts them off from the wonderful garden He gave them (Genesis 3 v. 23-24) and also they are sentenced to death (Genesis 3 v. 19b). Before that, Adam and Eve would have lived forever.

The story doesn’t get any better.  We had a look at 3 situations after the Fall of Adam and Eve where human beings keep bodging up and pushing God out of the way, and then receiving His judgment (you can find these situations in Genesis 4, Genesis 6-9 and Genesis 11.)

God’s perfect creation has been ripped apart by sin – God gave Adam and Eve the freewill to make their own decisions and they abused that amazing gift by deciding to push God out, after everything He had given them.

