Mark 1 v. 40 to 2 v. 12

Our Biggest Problem:  Dealt With
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My dear Georgiana, as you play so sweetly on the piano and the camera cuts in to what are clearly someone else’s hands actually playing, may I ask you what you think of something we were discussing over dinner last night at Netherfield Park?  That beastly Mr Wickham was there and he asked, rather surprisingly considering he was in polite company,  what he thought our biggest problem is.  I thought to myself at the time, as I looked down at my plate of boiled pheasant and put one trembling hand to my troubled brow, one should really know what one thinks about that:  what is one’s biggest problem?  Dearest Georgiana, is it the fact that one is a wretched spinster with no eligible bachelors in the whole county (oh my poor, anxious heart)?  Is it a problem of one’s pride or prejudice?  Is it the problem that I hear Miss Brook, Miss Tinnion and Master Rolfe are anticipating in the summer months:  one’s GCSEs?  And where does one find out the answer? One is rarely able to look at oneself clearly and admit one’s problems.  Surely one needs to look to something or someone outside oneself to discover the truth? Pray, do tell me your thoughts, dear Georgiana.





My dearest Miss Lizzie, I shall now turn to look at you dreamily whilst the real pianist’s hands continue to play Mozart’s 4th piano concerto, and, quite remarkably, I shall appear to continue to play whilst not even looking at the music or even at the piano.  I think you speak much truth when you say one needs to look to something other than oneself.  I know, darling Lizzie, that we should consult the very Word of God on this matter.  I fear the Bible may have some truths to tell us about ourselves, and I fear, that even though we do not want to hear it, it shall answer that ghastly Mr Wickham’s question.  I do recall Rev Sewell said that the 2nd chapter of Mark was a good place to commence such an investigation.  Would you mind awfully reading it to me while I continue to play?





My dear Pulse persons.  Mrs Bennet has come to take charge of the situation and to guide you in the right direction.  We shall start with the 1st chapter verses 40-45.  I have to say, this scene is most scandalous, and quite upsetting, (in fact, I shall just dab my eyes with this lace handkerchief my dear Lydia embroidered for me as I am feeling so perturbed).  This leper (oh my heart, I can hardly bring myself to say the word) actually approaches the Lord Jesus, it is  quite outrageous that he should have been anywhere a clean person…  





Whilst my wife has a minor palpitation, let me take over and ask you some questions about this incident:





Why do you think the leper asks Jesus that question in v. 40?


How does Jesus respond?


What happens next? (see 2 Kings 5 v. 7)


In light of the fact that leprosy was highly catching, and anyone who touched a leper became unclean, what is surprising about v. 41?


What does this teach us about Jesus?





People of Pulse, do you mind terribly not interrupting?  Can  you not see I am in the middle an emotional proposal of marriage  to Miss Jane Bennet?  I am, after all a single man in possession of a good fortune and in need of a wife. 





I am a little confused, Pulse persons.  What is happening in  verses  43-45?





What does Jesus say and do  in v.43 -  44 and why?


What is the result for Jesus?  How is this similar to what we saw two weeks ago in Mark?














Dear Mr Bingley, as important as your proposal is to me, and as much as my heart is all a flutter, I know there is something even more pressing and important.  We all know I am going to say Yes anyway, so let’s deal with the crucial question raised by my dear sister, Miss Elizabeth:  What is our greatest problem?  I believe the answer will be found in the 2nd chapter of Mark.





And here I am at last, looking moody and filled with gloom, with a great handkerchief tied around my neck and awesome sideburns, to take you through Mark 2 v. 1-12.





What does Jesus do when all the crowds appear?


What is surprising about Jesus’s response in v. 5?


What does Jesus notice in v. 5?  What does this mean?


What does the teachers of the laws’ response in  v. 6 mean?


How does Jesus offer evidence that he has authority to forgive sins?


What is different about what the healed man is allowed to do in this story compared to the leper?  Why do you think this is?


What do we learn about Jesus from this incident?











Think it Through





What it our biggest problem?





Who is Jesus?





How should we respond to Jesus?





Keep your Pulse beating at Easter





Get rid of the Mr Darcy blues and do something challenging and exciting in the Easter Holidays.  Read through what we have done so far in Mark at Pulse and think through what your favourite story/part is and why?  


I will be asking you next term!
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