 Why Bother Reading Mark?!

Introduction
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· Mark’s gospel is the closest in time to Jesus of the 4 gospels, written some time between 50 and 70 A.D. (so, about 20 to 40 years after Jesus’s death.)

· It is based on information given to Mark by Peter, who was one of the closest disciples to Jesus.

· In Mark, we are put directly in touch with the Jesus who became part of our history, who actually walked our earth.  

· Mark is the shortest gospel and it is action-packed!  Mark is more interested in telling us about what Jesus actually did than what He said, so we can learn a lot about Jesus’s time on earth through reading it.

· There are two BIG themes in Mark:

1) The Kingdom of God – how it was announced and when it appeared

2) The Disciples – how they followed Jesus and how they failed Jesus

(    (more below)    (
Baptismtastic

Mark 1 v. 1-13

What is a Gospel – v.1?

Does anyone know what the word “gospel” means? (You may like to check out Isaiah 52 v. 7 for a bit of a clue!)

Who is Mark’s gospel about?  

What do we learn about Jesus from the start?  Why is this important?

· Not strictly a biography, as there is more stuff in it than just facts about Jesus’s life.

· Not simply straight history (although it is historically accurate)

· It is told in the form of a story – and Mark tells it in a certain way to make deep points (so it is like literature in that sense)

· It also contains “theology” (meaning stuff about God) – Mark writes his gospel in order to persuade us about certain things, so he is teaching us through his writing.

JOHNNY B v. 2-8

Was Johnny B’s arrival on the scene random, or do you think God had planned it? 

What did Johnny B do?

Was John popular?

What does this passage teach us about baptism?




What was Johnny B’s message?

Who do you think he is talking about and why?

What is the difference between being baptised with water and being baptised with the Holy Spirit?  (see Ezekiel 36 v. 26-27)

JESUS’S BAPTISM v. 9-12

Knowing what you do about Jesus and about baptism, why was it slightly odd that He was baptised?  Why do you think He was baptised?

Who do you think is speaking in v. 11?  What does the voice confirm which Mark has already told us?

JESUS BEING TEMPTED v. 12-13


THINK ABOUT IT

What encourages you about what you have read in these passages?  What challenges you?

3) What are you going to change about your life/ your thinking in light of what God has said here in His Word?
To our minds Johnny B’s kit of camel’s hair and a leather belt was well-weird, but often these things which seem random to us have deep significance in the Bible – Johnny boy was making a big statement about his identity and anyone who knew the Old Testament would know what he was saying:  Check out 2 Kings 1 v. 8 and Malachi 4 v. 5 which give us clues to what John was saying about himself





What do we learn about Jesus from these verses?


Do you think it is significant where Jesus was and how long He was there?








Check out Isaiah 42 v. 1 (written about 680 years before Jesus’S ministry began) does it sound familiar?!











