Ten O’Clock News

Interviewer: 
(breathlessly)  May we just have a quick interview with you, Peter?

Peter: 
Of course, of course, but I can’t stop for long as I’ve got to get back to the nursing home for my bath and Songs of Praise.

Interviewer:
We won’t keep you.  We just want to ask you some questions about the long awaited, much anticipated, second instalment in your Peter letters.  Firstly, what’s it called?

Peter:
Um, well, the publisher wasn’t too concerned about the title, He wanted me to spend all my time on the content, so it’s called 2 Peter.

Interviewer:
2 Peter.  Genius.  I love your use of post-modern minimalism there (Peter looks confused) and do you, like JK Rowling, have a specific type of reader in mind?

Peter:

Yes, I’m writing to people who believe in Jesus.

Interviewer:
Right.  You mean, you’re writing to a bunch of sad weirdos?  Why do you want to waste time writing to them when you could be having a nice bed bath and watching Countdown?

Peter:
Well, because I love them and care about them - they’re my family. They’re in a dangerous place and I want to give them advice.

Interviewer:
(face lighting up) Really, they’re in a dangerous place? Where’s that then?   About to be tackled by Sheridan on the rugby pitch? Up against Leon in the 100 m? At Terna’s house when Man United have lost the FA Cup Final? Sat on Carys & Beca’s man-eating sofa? In Natasha’s way when she spots an Etonian walking past?  

Peter:

No. The specific danger facing my brothers and sisters is false teachers.  

Interviewer:         (looking puzzled) Right.  You mean they’ve made up their qualifications and have got into various schools without being police checked?  (Thinking out loud) That would explain why my Maths teacher used to have that very dodgy moustache.  It must have been a disguise.  I’ve always thought there was something suspicious about a grown man who chose to have excess amounts of facial hair.  

Peter:
No.  They are false because they basically teach that you can be a Christian but still live a life full of wrong.  

Interviewer:
A life full of wrong? What qualifies you to write this stuff?

Peter:

Well, I’m an apostle & servant of Jesus Christ.
Interviewer:
I think you should see a Doctor about that.

Peter:
(ignoring her) So, being an apostle means I’ve had the amazing privilege of witnessing Jesus’s life, death and resurrection for myself and, even though I denied him 3 times before his crucifixion, Jesus later promised that he would use me as the foundation for his church.  Being Jesus’ servant means that He has spoken through me in this letter, so if you want to hear from Him you need to read it.

Interviewer:
Just like your first letter, I can tell that this second instalment is going to be quite controversial. What do you think people are going to find most offensive?

Peter:
Probably that God is telling them they have two choices - to be corrupt and be judged, when Jesus comes back, or to be saved by Jesus and escape judgement when He comes back.
Interviewer:
Yeah, you’re right there, Peter.  Judgement.  Very controversial. It’s not exactly going to make this a best seller is it?  Richard & Judy’s Best Summer Read recommendation here you come (not!)  People don’t want to read about it, I’m afraid, Pete.

Peter:
People don’t want to know they’ve got cancer, do they? But they can get help if they do know.

Interviewer:
(patronisingly) Well, you get back home now. (Peter shuffles off)  Crazy old codger, no-one’s going to be reading that letter next week, let alone next year, why on earth did he bother writing it?  This is ………………………………. for  the 10 o’clock news on Sunday 16th January AD65.  

Ten O’Clock News QUESTIONS

1) At what stage in his life did Peter write this second letter?

2) Who is it written to?

3) Why does Peter write to them?

4) Why is Peter qualified to write part of the Bible?

5) What is controversial about Peter’s letter?

6) What year did Peter write his second letter?

