Romans 1:16 

Ashamed? (24th April)

‘I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes; first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.’

Open:  The Incredibles film clip when Dash is being told off by his mom about using super powers.

Dash did not understand why he would be given super powers and then not be able to use them.  The Incredibles were not ashamed of their powers, they were just convinced that it was wrong to use them.  

What is shame?

Ever brag that you could beat someone in a race then wind up losing?  

Ever been in a sketch and you forgot your lines?

Ever have your dad show up to pick you up from school and his trousers were calf length, and he had long white socks and sandals on!!!!

Share with a person next to you one of those embarrassing moments in your life.  

Last week we began looking at the most important verse in the book of Romans.  It is Paul’s main point:  

‘I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes; first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.’

Why was Paul not ashamed?  It wasn’t because sharing the gospel was making his life go well:  

(2 Corinthians 11:23-26) he gives a list of what has happened to him because of the gospel:  imprisonment, beatings, danger of death, whipped, stoned, shipwrecked, he said he was basically in danger where ever he went.’  He used to hold a prestigious job, he was at the top of his graduating class, he had it all going for him.  Then he met Jesus and his life forever changed, his priorities forever changed, his life’s ambition forever changed.  What would have used to bring shame into his life no longer did.

Paul’s life got re-oriented.  He really believed that Jesus Christ is Lord and King.  

Illustration:

Todd had prepared for this night his entire life.  Hours of training, study, struggle, till he finally reached his breakthrough and had his first opportunity to conduct the royal orchestra at …  Through 2 sweeping hours he left the audience mesmerized with wonderful and astonishing movements and combinations of sound.  At the end of the performance not one person remain seated.  He politely bowed but his eyes were fixed on one solitary figure who occupied a centre in the balcony.  Slowly the old man rose and nodded and began a slow and steady clap.  It was his mentor.  All else faded to the applause of this one person.

Paul had one person in his audience.  He was only concerned about what Jesus Christ thought of his life and no one else.  ‘For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.’  (Philippians 1:21)
His perspective was captured in Romans 1:14:  ‘to Greeks and Barbarians, to wise and foolish, I am a debtor.’  His life was given over to sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ to others.  He was not ashamed as long as he was doing that.  Shame would have come if he had found himself not fulfilling the call Christ had put on his life.  

“And of this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher.  That is why I am suffering as I am.  Yet I am not ashamed, because I know whom I have believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him for that day.’

What about Jesus?  It says in Hebrews 12:2 that ‘for the joy set before Him, He endured the cross, despising the shame, and he sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.’  He despised it.  He did not give into the shame.  He told the shame he would not listen to it. 

How could He do that?  Because he kept an eternal perspective.  ‘For the joy set before him…’  He was able to look ahead and know that his reward was coming.

We will experience shame from this world, but we should not be ashamed of the Gospel.

People will shame you into not living full out for Jesus Christ.  Like my eldest son was told this past week by a friend, ‘you praise Jesus too much, he responded, ‘well then, how much praise is enough for Jesus?’  People will get uncomfortable when you live full out for God.  Good!  Let them be uncomfortable, darkness hates the light.  But that light will attract people to God.  Jesus said, ‘Let your light shine before men that they might see your good deeds and give praise to your Father in heaven.’  

Jesus says, ‘If anyone is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy angels.’  Paul says, ‘Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.’  

So how do you live a life that shows you are not ashamed of the gospel:
#1
Get Real with God—audience of One.

#2
Get Real with Community—you cannot do this solo.

#3
Get Real equipped—get excellent training so you are not stumbling

#4
Get Real with your friends—come to grips that you are the best person to tell your friends about Jesus.

#5
Get Real with your life vocation—do something with your life that will really impact this world and tell it that you are a Christ follower.

Questions:

Shame is a powerful emotion.  In some cultures it is used often to control behaviour.  Ask if any in your group has been shamed into doing or not doing something. 

Have a couple of people talk about a time when they either were proud to talk about their relationship with God or when they kept quiet about their relationship with God.  

God does not try to shame us into obeying Him.  Yet, what does He do to motivate us to obey him and do you think it is more or less effective than shaming?

Plan a shame buster.  Think of a person in your life who you have not been completely honest with concerning the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Maybe it has been through your words, your actions or your attitude you have not given full glory to Jesus Christ.  Name the person outloud and make it your ambition this week to present Jesus in a clearer, better light.  Ask your Y@S friends for prayer and tell them what happened next week at Y@S. 

