Colossians 4 v. 2- 18

“Pleasing the Manager”
Tonight, we come to the end of Paul’s letter to the Colossians. Paul writes 3 things to the Colossians about their faith in Jesus as he wraps things up:

1)
Pray it.

2)
Say it.

3)
Live it.

Pray It
I don’t know what you think about prayer or how often you do it?  Paul ends his letter to the Colossians by saying that things do not end here, the Colossians are to carrying on living for Jesus, and one of the ways they are to do that is by praying.  

Paul doesn’t say, “Pray every now and then, on a Sunday, or when it’s your birthday and you want that new i-Pod or camera phone”.  What does he tell the Colossians to do when it comes to prayer?  Devote themselves to it (v.2).  That means give yourself to it completely.  So, do it all the time!  Look at the circumstances around you, think about the fact that Jesus could return at any time (that’s what he means when he says “watchfully”).   

Pray thankfully as well.  A good habit to get into when you pray is to say thanks to God for something he’s given you before you ask him to give you something.  Paul asks for prayer for himself, for God to give him opportunities to speak about the mystery of Christ.  What do you think that mystery is? (Have a look back to Col 1 v. 13-14 if you don’t know!) What is so amazing about the fact that Paul asks for prayer for chances to speak about Jesus?  There’s a clue in v. 3.  He’s been put in prison for doing just that!! But that doesn’t put him off, he wants more God-given opportunities to tell people about God’s rescue plan in Jesus.  

Prayer isn’t easy, it’s not a cop out, something we should do when all else fails.  It is a first resort not a last resort.  Check out v. 12.  Here Paul says that Epaphras is “wrestling” in prayer for the Ephesians.  I don’t know if you guys do much wrestling, but I find wrestling quite hard work myself.  So, if you find prayer a struggle, don’t worry, that doesn’t make you a rubbish Christian.  Prayer IS hard work!  That is why it’s such a privilege to pray together.  It makes us do it and encourages us in something that, let’s face it, is hard work on our own (although that doesn’t mean we shouldn’t do it on our own!)

So, let’s sum up Paul’s final advice on prayer:

Persevere  - stick at it
Reality – deal with the reality of your life and the reality of our world in your prayers, bring before God your needs, worries, concerns and the grim situations we see in our news everyday.
Appreciate – Thank God for all the incredible stuff He has given you and what He has done for you.
Yoke – This may not be a word you use in everyday language!  Let me explain.  A yoke (not the yellow bit of an egg – that’s YOLK) is something that is used for holding cattle together; one cow can’t go a certain way without taking the other cow with it when they are yoked together.  That is what prayer is about – it is about yoking ourselves to God.  Prayer doesn’t change God’s mind about things, but it changes our minds, it works to change our desires so they are in line with God’s desires.  Paul is great at yoking himself to God through prayer – God’s desire is for people to hear about Jesus and Paul asks for prayer that he would be given opportunities to do just that  in v.3.  Paul is a great YOKER!

2)
Say it
Paul outlines two things about what we are to say and, conveniently they both begin with “S” !!:

a)
Straight (v. 4)
Paul asks for the Colossians to pray that when he tells people about Jesus he would do it clearly and straightforwardly.  The best person to talk to your friends about Jesus is not Jem, Phil, Liz, Nick or me, the best person to talk to your friends about Jesus is YOU so make sure that you can give it to your friends straight when they ask you about what you believe.  

b)
Salty (v. 6)

Paul also says that the Colossians should have conversations that are full of grace, seasoned with salt.  What this means is, when we speak to people we should speak respectfully, kindly, lovingly, gently (and all those other things that are hard to do!) our conversations should be full of Jesus.  Food which has salt in it is lively, tasty, interesting, and Paul is saying our conversation should be like that too – dispel the myth that Christians are boring, be interesting!!  Tasty food is the kind of food people want to eat, and we should be the kind of person that people want to talk to.  At the same time we should make sure that we are telling them God’s truth, which can save them from judgement.  In Paul’s day, salt was used not only to make food taste better, but to preserve food and stop it from going rotten.  That is how God wants to use our conversations – to stop people from going rotten in all their sin.  We need to deal with people as Jesus would – lovingly and  caringly, yet not skirting round the tough issues like sin, death and hell.

3)
Live it

So, the Colossians’ faith, and ours. should affect how they pray, what they say and finally the whole way in which they live.  Check out v. 5.  Here Paul tells us to be wise in the way we act towards outsiders.  When he says outsiders, he means those outside the kingdom of God – people who are not Christians.  Even if we are not saying anything, we need to be careful how we live because we are Jesus Reps– we represent Him and if we do something badly that affects His reputation with our friends.  So, we need to take extra care about how we behave around people who don’t believe in Jesus.  I don’t know if you’ve been watching Club Reps, but the way those Reps behave does not make me want to go on the holidays they are representing!!!  Does the way you behave make your friends want to find out more about Jesus?   It should do.

When a politician behaves badly it reflects on the whole political system.  This week, the Immigration Secretary, Beverley Hughes, was forced to resign because she had lied.  This makes us doubt all MPs doesn’t it?  We just think they’re all a load of hypocrites who we can’t trust.  

We have opportunities to affect Jesus’s reputation the whole time.  When we’re out with our friends and they are thinking about getting drunk, or nicking something, or they start slagging off someone in your class at school, those are all opportunities to act wisely and not damage Jesus’s reputation.  

Check out the Going ‘Deeper Section’ to look at this in more detail:

BIBLE STUDY

GOING DEEPER

Colossians 4 v. 2-6: Pray it, Say it, Live it
Read Colossians 4 :2-6 again and then answer the following questions on each area:

LIVE IT (v. 5)

You are out with some friends one evening and one of them suggests that you all get wasted on a load of beer and cider he has smuggled out of his house.  What would you do in reality?  What should you do and why?  What effect do you think getting drunk has on Jesus’s reputation?


You are 19 and have been going out with someone for 1 year.  You are still living in Slough, but they live in Essex.  Your girlfriend/boyfriend suggests to you that you move in together to save time and money, although you won’t be sleeping together because you are Christians.  What do you do?


In which situations do you find it hard to be wise and take opportunities to do what Jesus would do?


 SAY IT (v. 4 and 6)

God has given you a fantastic opportunity to speak about Jesus to a Muslim girl in your class after an RE lesson.  Your conversation starts to get quite heated when she asks you whether you think she is going to hell because she doesn’t believe in Jesus.  How do you respond both in words and attitude?


A good friend of yours ask you one Sunday afternoon why you come to Y@S and what it means to be a Christian.  How do you “give it to him straight”, like Paul would?

PRAY IT (v. 2, 3, 4 & 12)

Take some time to pray using the PRAY model

Persevere – ask God to help you stick with it in prayer.
Reality – talk to God about the stuff going on in your life at the moment especially times you find it hard to take opportunities for Him.
Appreciate – thank God for something good in your life that He has given you.

Yoke – let God work alongside you – name one of your friends in the prayer time and ask God to give you a chance to speak to that person about Him clearly over the next few weeks.
