'Pause and Rewind' overview

18th May

We have covered a lot of ground in Y@S over the last term and a half, so this week’s session was basically a bit of a re-re rewind, going right back to the beginning of Y@S and reminding ourselves what we have been looking at. To do this we asked a series of questions:

Question 1 – What is Christianity all about?  

We decided that there were a lot of things it wasn’t; it’s not following a set of rules, it’s not doing good deeds, it’s not being nice, it’s not going to church.  

What Christianity actually is all about is a person – Jesus Christ (check out Mark 1 v. 1)

If Christianity is all about Jesus the next question we need to answer is:

Question 2 – Who was this Jesus bloke?

To answer this question we split into groups and looked at different incidents which Mark, one of the guys who had hung around with Jesus during his time on earth, had recorded in his eye witness account, otherwise known as Mark’s gospel.  We reminded ourselves that no present day historian would deny that Jesus actually existed because the evidence in terms of documents and archaeology is just too overwhelming.  So, the question we are faced with is not did He exist, but who on earth was He?  Was He a complete nutter, was He a first-class liar, or was He God?

We found that Jesus:

   Was an awesome teacher, who spoke with mega authority (see Mark 1 v. 21-22)
~
Had power and authority over evil (see Mark 1 v. 23-27)
~
Had power and authority over sickness and disease (see Mark 1 v. 40-42)
~
Had power and authority over nature (see Mark 4 v. 35-41)
~
Had power and authority over death (see Mark 5 v. 35-42)
~
Had power and authority to forgive sins (see Mark 2 v. 1-5)
Jesus’s words were not the words of a loony bin, nor were they empty claims – when He spoke demons fled and storms just STOPPED! – so He was not a liar.  The only option we are left with is that Jesus is God.

So, if Jesus is God, we get our next question:

Question 3 – Why did He come to poxy old earth when He could have stayed in the throne room of the universe?

Because we all need rescuing from our sin and rebellion against God – we have slammed the door in God’s face and told Him to shove off, putting ourselves at number 1 instead of Him.  The Bible teaches that the punishment for sin is death and an eternity separated from God.  The massive problem with this, is that we cannot do anything to save ourselves from the punishment we deserve – our good deeds are worthless in light of the God’s holiness and perfection.  Sin matters to God because He hates it when we reject Him and He hates all the nasty stuff in our lives.  Basically we were stuffed……until Jesus came along. 

Question 4 – Why did Jesus have to die (I mean, that’s a bit drastic isn’t it?!)  

On the cross, Jesus took the punishment that we all deserve for pushing God out of our lives – death and separation from God.  Check out Mark 15 v. 21-39 for a full account of what happened.  

At the cross Jesus is treated as if He were me (a hopeless sinner deserving punishment)

and I am treated as if I were Jesus (a perfect human being, able to be in a relationship with God)
Jesus’s death shows us that:

God takes our sin and rebellion seriously – so seriously that His only Son, Jesus, had to die for us.

God loves us an immeasurable amount – in order to allow us to be saved from the punishment for our sins and get back into a relationship with Him, He sent His son to die for us.

Question 5 – Was that the end?

NO!!! Jesus rose from the dead, which shows us that death has been overcome and Jesus’s sacrifice for our sins has been accepted by God - we worship a living Lord, not a dead bloke!

Question 6 – What is your response?
Check out Jesus’s words in Mark 16 v. 16 and think it through:

 If you believe in Jesus and his death on the cross for your sins, you will be saved.

 If you do not believe in Jesus and His death for you, you will have to take the punishment for your sins  yourself.

