Parable of the Rich Fool

The National Lottery

Luke 12:13-21
Have a think:  what is the world’s attitude to riches and why do we all want material things?

Tonight we are going to be thinking about the Bible’s attitude to riches.  Materialism is, perhaps, the biggest enemy that faces us as Christians living in the Western World.   Tonight’s parable is all about materialism – all about material wealth.  Let’s read it together Luke 12 v.  13-21.
Q:
What did we learn last week about the way we should always look at where Luke has placed a particular story?


We see this story is placed just after an account of Jesus telling his disciples not to fear other human beings, but to fear v. 5 “Him who, after the killing of the body, has power to throw you into hell” Who’s that?  God.  Fear God.  Don’t worry about what people think of you.  Then, after the parable, Luke decides to give us Jesus’s teaching about “Do not worry”…about anything!!! in  v. 22.  These teachings of Jesus which Luke has sandwiched around tonight’s passage are highly relevant to the Parable of the Rich Fool and we are going to look at some of the ‘sandwich’ later on - you can click on the separate study sheet and have a look for yourself.

But let’s focus on the parable itself for a few moments. We are going to look at tonight’s parable under 2 headings:
Possessions are deceptive

Possessions are temporary

1)
Possessions are deceptive
So, we meet this guy whose Father has obviously just died and he and his brother are squabbling over the Will. It seems that this guy’s brother has got the whole inheritance, which he isn’t very happy about, so he asks for Jesus’ help in v. 13.   

Q:
What does he ask Jesus to do in v.13?  

Note the way this guy asks the question, he doesn’t ask Jesus to decide whether his claim on the inheritance is reasonable and right, he simply says, “Tell that brother of mine to share the dosh with me”.  

Now, Jesus says in reply in v. 14:

 “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you”.  
Q:
Why is this interesting?


Of course, Jesus is appointed, by God, to judge us, and is capable of deciding disputes perfectly fairly and justly.  But Jesus is not going to do that here.  Jesus came to bring people to God, not to bring property to people. He knows that this guy rather than needing the inheritance money needs a strong warning because he is heading in the wrong direction in desiring money, so check out v. 15 to see what Jesus tells him to do.


Now, these words of Jesus are radical aren’t they?  The world tell us that a person’s life does consist in the abundance of their possessions.  What sort of clothes people wear, how many pairs of trainers they have, what mobile they use, what car they drive, where they live, what their house is like, how many CDs and DVDs they own, how much money they earn.  All these things colour how we look at people, don’t they?  Why?  Because we think possessions are cool and that the people who have lots of possessions are very cool.  I had a look round Nelly’s website yesterday.  All the photos in his photo gallery basically have him dressed in designer clothes & shades, with expensive watches and bling tastic jewellery.  


Nelly would never dress up like some poor bloke in a normal pair of Matalan shirts & trousers would he?  Why?  Because it would ruin his image as someone who is successful, someone who is cool and rich; someone who has status.


But Jesus says watch out for all that, because a person’s life does not consist in that at all.  

Possessions are deceptive though…  
1)
Because they are addictive – if we thirst for more possessions we will never be content.  JD Rockefeller, once the richest man in the world was once asked by a journalist, “How much money does it take to be satisfied?”  “Just a little bit more”, he replied.  We all know what it feels like to get something new to wear – a new pair of trainers, or a new top.  But we also know that we will get another pair of trainers or another top when we can afford it or when we feel like it.  Probably not because the other things have worn out, or because we need more shoes or clothes, but simply because we aren’t satisfied with our trainers or top in the way we were when we bought them.  Possessions addictive and the more sucked in to the deception we become, the more likely we are to be moving away from God.  


We can start off with great intentions, but as soon as there is a hint of greed we are in a danger zone.  The Beatles started out in the 60s as quite an alternative, anti-materialistic band they wrote these lyrics: “For I don’t care too much for money, for money can’t buy me love.” Paul McCartney though went on to say this: “Somebody said to me, "But the Beatles were anti-materialistic." That's a huge myth. John (Lennon) and I literally used to sit down and say, "Now, let's write a swimming pool."”  
1)
Because they make us feel good – but pull us from God An American geezer called Washington Irvine once said this, “The almighty dollar, that great object of universal devotion throughout our land”  He rightly saw that money is worshipped like a god.  If  we end up worshipping money it’s a serious situation for our relationship with God. Take a look at Matthew 6 v. 24 and 1 Timothy 6 v. 10 and think through what they are saying. 
The man in the passage is face to face with God Himself, but he is blinded to that truth by the riches that he wants Jesus to say he deserves.  In v. 13 his question is not about Jesus, or even the question we saw last week  - ‘What can I do to inherit eternal life?’ It is about his earthly inheritance.

Now is a great time for you folks to be hearing this talk because you are all starting to think about what kind of jobs you will be doing- why are you at school getting an education?  So that you can get a job.  Why is there so much pressure to do well at school?  So that you can get a better job at the end of the day, and a better job in the world’s eyes means a better paid job.  Now is a good time to be asking, “Why do I want a certain career?”  Is it because I know it will pay me really well?  If that’s your reason, then that is a very, very dangerous reason to pursue a certain job.  

I went back to where I was at University recently for a dinner and during the dinner the President of the college I was at walked around the table chatting to me and my friends.  All of the friends I was sat with studied law with me at University and are now successful lawyers.  He had long conversations with each of these people about their work and career and then he got to me.  He asked how I was, and I said, “You know I’m not working in the law anymore and that I’ve become a Youth Worker”  and he said, “Yes, I know” and changed the subject immediately!!!  The fact that I had given up quite a large salary as a lawyer and become a youth worker gave him a message that he didn’t really want to know about.  He knew that I wasn’t doing this job for the money, and he couldn’t relate to that at all – he thought I was a bit of a loser!!  He happens to be one of the highest paid barristers in the country – his many possessions make him feel good, but the reality is he is far from God.  

Jesus goes on to illustrate the deception of riches in the parable he then tells, which leads us to the 3rd deception of riches:

c)
Because they tell us we are secure
 
The popstar Prince, who was hugely successful in the 1990s and became a multi millionaire, said in a recent article, “I’ve been to the top of the mountain and there’s nothing there”.  He knows that all his possessions are deceptive – they make you feel that you have everything, but actually there’s nothing there.  


The man in the parable is highly successful by the world’s standards – he has so many amazing crops that he has to pull down his small barns and build bigger ones to store them all.  v. 18.  Once he’s done that, he is deceived into thinking that he is secure in v.19.  But God’s verdict is very different.  This man is a fool.  He is mad.  That very night he is going to die and he can’t take his riches with him.  We don’t know the answer to the question in v. 20; “Who will get what you have prepared for yourself?” But we know it sure isn’t going to be the man himself – his earthly security is worthless when it comes to eternity.

So this brings us to our second point:

2)
Possessions are temporary
This man’s huge barns offer him no hope whatsoever after he dies.  Why?  Because of the way he has used them.  

Q:
Check out v. 16-19.  How many times is the word “I” mentioned there?  

6 times.  This man is completely obsessed with himself, he is completely self-centred.  All of our lives hang by a thread don’t they?  We don’t know when we are going to die.  A 17 year old boy at Eton College died this week.  We can be called upon at any time to stand before God and we are, like the man in the parable, a fool if we rely on material things to get us through.


This man had made massive provisions for his life here, but no provisions for the next life – the material possessions he had were temporary and, ultimately, worthless.  Eternity is what is important, so provide for yourself there, build up your treasure there, not here.  


So, how do we make those eternal provisions?  Check out v. 21 “by being rich towards God.”  What we need to be relying on, on the night our lives are demanded from us, is our response to God, not how big our bank account is or how many pairs of shoes we have.   


Richness towards God starts with allowing Him to be Lord of our lives, of turning away from all the wrong stuff that separates us from Him, saying sorry to Him and loving and obeying Him, rather than hating and disobeying Him.  


But being rich towards God isn’t just a one-off moment in our lives; if we have made the decision to put our trust in Him, we need to continue to be rich towards Him.  You’ll see from the parable that the rich man’s problem wasn’t that he had all these barns full of grain, but his problem was what he did with all that grain.  The problem was that he stored it all up for himself (v.21) and didn’t use it for God’s glory. 

There are lots of people in this church who are quite well off and Ann Willis, I know she wouldn’t mind me telling you, is one of them.  She praises God that He has given her enough money so that she can be generous.  She is rich towards God – and Natasha, for one, wouldn’t have gone on Get Real if it hadn’t been for Ann’s richness towards God.  Ann invests her money wisely, not by putting it in a bank account, but in using it for God’s glory because she knows that her money is temporary, but her richness towards God has eternal consequences.
So, if we are blessed with material wealth, which compared to large parts of the world, most of us here tonight are, we need to make sure we are being rich towards God with what we have.  

Q:
Do you get some sort of allowance or pocket money, or earn a wage?  How do you spend that money?  Do you store it all for yourself like the man in the parable, and spend it on yourself or are you rich towards God with it?  Do you give regularly to the work of this church, for example, by putting money in the offering? 

 After I finished university I worked for a year as a volunteer in a hostel for homeless teenagers.  They gave me a room to live in and a weekly allowance, which just about covered the food I needed to buy every week.  I remember thinking that there was no way I could give generously to God in the church collection because I wouldn’t have enough left to eat, but a Christian friend said to me that if I gave to God generously from what I started with (the first fruits - as we were thinking about this morning, not the 20p I had left at the end of the week, if I was lucky!)  then He would honour that and wouldn’t leave me in need.   Sure enough I gave regularly to God at the start of the week in the collection and every week I had enough to eat.  

So, do a little audit of how much money you get and how much you give to God – are you being generous?  If you don’t get money, have a look at your wardrobe.  What do you not wear or not need?  Give it away.  Debbie Scott regularly collects clothes and shoes for a Christian charity – package them up and leave them in the church office.  


There are also ways which as a group we can be generous towards God.  We’ve heard lots of stuff this weekend about Toybox and I was wondering whether we would be willing to give regularly as a group to sponsor a street child to have a place in one of the Toybox homes?  It costs just £15 a month to sponsor a child.  If 15 of you take part that’s £1 a month, so 25p – a packet of crisps – a week.  EMAIL SARAH NOW


I’ve called this talk the National Lottery because the nations thinks that money will buy them ultimate security & happiness, but, possessions are temporary.  Being rich towards God and trusting Him is what gives us ultimate hope of eternal happiness and security.  
Click on the link for the separate Bible Study to think about this whole area of material wealth in more detail..

----------------------------

BIBLE STUDY

Remember Luke arranges his material in a carefully thought out way to emphasise the points he is trying to make.  The Parable of the Rich Fool comes before the amazing passage telling us not to worry about anything, because when we are right with God we can trust that He will provide for all of our needs.  

Read Luke 12 v. 32-34

& spend a few minutes thinking about the following questions:

v. 32
Jesus says that “your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom.”  

What does that mean?  

Why is it amazing that God is pleased to do this?

v.33
Why does Jesus want His disciples to sell their possessions and give to the poor?  (Look back at v.15)  

Does this mean Christians can’t have any possessions?  Why/why not?

What is ‘treasure in heaven’?

Why is it so important to build up treasure in heaven rather than on earth?

v.34

Do you agree with Jesus’ words here?



As Christians, where should our heart and treasure be?



What does this mean for our everyday lives?

Think about one thing you are going to do this week to make sure you are being rich towards God.   Pray, asking for God’s strength to put that into action.
