No Rules

Colossians 2 v. 6-23
This is quite a hard section of Colossians, so keep your Bible open as we unpack it!  The key verses are verses 6-7:

Just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to:

-
Live in Him


Be rooted in Him


Be built up in Him


Be strengthened in the faith


Overflow with thankfulness.

How does a Christian react when something new comes on the scene?  Something that will offer spiritual satisfaction and fulfilment like never before?  That is the situation that the Christians were in in Colosse.  Should Christians grit their teeth and cling on to the same old things that they have always clung onto?  Christians should say to themselves, “Well, I must  stick to the Word of God”, so do they resign themselves to the boring old routine of being a Christian?  NOT  ACCORDING TO PAUL!!  For Paul, being a Christian is fantastically exciting and challenging.  Paul says that the Christian life is something amazing which, yes, we need to work at, but it is all about living, putting down roots, being built up, being strengthened and overflowing with thankfulness – people who are bored are not usually overflowing with thankfulness, are they?!!!

Christians know that the historical accounts in the Bible are trustworthy and to be believed.  Christians are to hold onto the roots of the Bible, but that’s because we need the Bible to GROW not just to exist.  
The questions we need to ask ourselves are:

Are we standing still rather than walking on with Christ?

Are we stuck on the foundations rather than growing into a useful building?

What does Paul warn about in v. 8?  Don’t be deceived!  

Later on in this chapter, Paul goes on to explain the issues that were “taking captive” the Christians in Colosse, like circumcision and the celebration of different festivals.  But first, Paul explains why as Christians we should be confident that we do not need anything except Christ Jesus.  

Take a Closer Look
·
Check out v. 6-27.  How many times does the phrase “in him” or “with him” come up in those verses?  Count them – seems like it’s pretty important to remember it’s  all about Jesus!

·
Check out v. 11.  Jewish boys were circumcised (meaning that their foreskin was removed) to show that they belonged to God and were set apart from the rest of the human race.  How have we been circumcised in Christ and had our sinful nature put off?

With Christ we have separation from sin.
·
Check out v. 12.  Think back to any believers’ baptisms that you might have seen (Tari’s was the most recent for Y@S).  What does the down part in baptism symbolise, when the person being baptised gets put under the water?  Well, when Christ died, those of us who believe in Him died too, in that our old sinful self was killed.  When Jesus was buried, the sins of those of us who trust in Jesus were buried too, so those sins can no longer be held against us – we are washed clean of our sins and given a new self through Jesus.  How awesome is that?!!!  That is what baptism is a picture of.
With Christ, we share in His death and our sin is buried.

·
Check out v. 12 again.  What does the “up” part of baptism symbolise (when the person baptised is, thankfully, brought up again?!)  It symbolises a new person.  The old self has died, but was not left in the grave.  Just as Christ was raised to life, so those who believe in Jesus are given new life and that life is to be lived for God.  Through faith in Jesus, we are united with the risen Christ.
With Christ, we share in His resurrection power and have new life.

We can see from v. 13-15 that Paul makes it clear once again how we are saved from God’s punishment by Christ’s death:

1)
We have forgiveness from our all sins – the evil that separates us from God.  Notice in v. 13 ALL our sins have been dealt with.  Not one of our sins will be held against us if we trust in Jesus.  AWESOME!

2)
We have freedom from the charges that God could bring against us.  Check out v. 14. We all stand in the guilty dock before God because we have failed God’s standards.  But not only have the charges against us been cancelled, we are free from the demands of the written code.  We know that we cannot please God by keeping the 10 Commandments, because none of us can keep the 10 Commandments, so God, in His incredible love, has removed the 10 Commandments, and all the other rules in the Old Testament, as a way to get right with Him and sent his son Jesus to die in our place.  MIND BLOWING!

3)
We have freedom from evil powers.  Satan can still tempt a Christian, but he can no longer be master over a Christian.  Satan has been disarmed at the cross – his power is removed through trusting in Jesus, that’s what Paul is saying in v. 15.  FANTASTIC!!

Paul talks in v.16 onwards about the problems happening in Colosse.  It’s likely that Christians at Slough Baptist Church are not having these same problems.  It is useful though to look at the principles behind what Paul is saying here.

People in Colosse were teaching that Christians mustn’t eat certain food or drink certain drink (see v. 16) or it will affect their chances of getting to heaven.  Also, people were teaching that certain festivals had to be kept in order to be forgiven by God (see v. 16 again).  What does Paul say about these things in v. 17?  That they are shadow.  What does a shadow prove?  It proves that something exists.  If you are standing in front of a street light and your shadow is cast on the ground, it proves that you exist, that you are real and are blocking off the light and creating a shadow.  A shadow does not have a substance of its own, it only proves that there is something real to look for.  The really important thing is that that “something real” has now come – Jesus Christ “The reality, however, is found in Christ” (v.17)  Why would you want to try and get right with God through what you eat and drink and what festivals you keep (and always fail, because you can’t get right with God like that anyway!), when you can be right with God simply through trusting in Jesus without keeping any rules and regulations?!

Verse 19 speaks about Christ as the Head of the body, the Body of Christ is a way in which the Bible speaks about the church.  The Head is where the decisions are made.  The Head is at the top.  These new regulations which people in the church in Colosse were making up as false ways to get right with God meant that those regulation-makers were putting themselves above Christ and his decisions.  A Very Dangerous Place To Be. 

Think about it – 

Are you putting yourself above Jesus, or are you letting Him take control and priority in your life, listening to and obeying Him?

Final Thoughts

Paul makes a final statement in v. 20 – if Jesus has done all that it takes to make it possible to have a relationship with God why do you act as though Jesus hasn’t done enough  and add on worldly regulations and rules to your faith?  GOOD QUESTION!!!

It’s not wrong to have traditions or particular eating habits.  Paul is not saying it’s wrong to be a veggie, or anything like that.  BUT, if people are telling you that eating something, or not eating something (or anything other than simply trusting in Jesus) is necessary to get right with God, that is where the problem lies, and that is the problem Paul is drawing to the Colossians’ attention here.  

It is great when people come along to church and youth group each week.  But if people’s commitment, maybe even your commitment, is based on a belief that regularly attending church will give you some kind of extra brownie points with God you are wrong.   Only Jesus can get you right with God.

What about something like raising your hands during a song in church?  Do you feel that the song is not really worshipping God unless your hands are in the air?  If you do, then think again.  What matters is what’s in our hearts when we worship, and some people like to express what they are feeling with their actions, but raising their hands doesn’t make their worship any more acceptable to God. Don’t be deceived.  Look again at v. 6 & 7:

“So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught and overflowing with thankfulness”

THINK IT THROUGH – FAITH AUDIT!!:


Where is your faith taking you?  Is your faith in Jesus being strengthened?  It will only grow strong if it is tested and if you rely on God, putting down roots through getting to know His Word, talking to Him regularly in prayer and talking to others about Him.
