“Neighbours”

The Good Samaritan

Luke 10:25-37

Tonight’s parable begins because of a question which a lawyer asks Jesus.  He wouldn’t have been an expert in British law, as our lawyers (supposedly!) are, he would have been an expert in the Jewish law. Lawyers in our country have a bad reputation don’t they?  When I was working as a lawyer, this friend of mine sent me some true accounts of questions that lawyers had asked witnesses in court.  Here is a little selection:
Q: This myasthenia gravis-does it affect your memory at all? 
A: Yes. 
Q: And in what ways does it affect your memory? 
A: I forget. 
Q: You forget. Can you give us an example of something that you've forgotten? 

Q: Were you present when your picture was taken? 

Q: Did he kill you? 

Q: How far apart were the vehicles at the time of the collision? 

Q: You were there until the time you left, is that true? 

Q: Can you describe the individual? 
A: He was about medium height and had a beard. 
Q: Was this a male, or a female? 

Q: Doctor, how many autopsies have you performed on dead people? 
A: All my autopsies are performed on dead people. 
Q: Doctor, before you performed the autopsy, did you check for a pulse? 

A: No. 
Q: Did you check for blood pressure? 
A: No. 
Q: Did you check for breathing? 
A: No. 
Q: So, then it is possible that the patient was alive when you began the autopsy? 
A: No. 
Q: How can you be so sure, Doctor? 
A: Because his brain was sitting on my desk in a jar. 
Q: But could the patient have still been alive nevertheless? 
A: It is possible that he could have been alive and practising law somewhere. 

Now, usually lawyers will ask you questions along the lines of those questions we have just heard:  “Where were you at the time?” “What do you remember?” “What did you see?”  But tonight, the lawyer in Luke asks a far more important question.   In fact, it is probably the most important question we can ever ask, in v.25:

“What must I do to inherit eternal life?”


So, that most important of questions is what we are going to be looking at together tonight.  We’re going to start with a short talk and then we’re going to split into groups to look at the actual parable before feeding back all together.

Luke  - Historian & Editor


Now, before we look at this passage in detail tonight, I just want to spend a few minutes thinking about Luke, who recorded this parable for us in his gospel.  Turn back to Luke 1 v. 1-4. 

Q:
What did Luke decide to do once he had investigated everything about Jesus’s time on earth?  And why did he do this?  


So, Luke writes this orderly account.  That means that he takes all the material that he has about Jesus and his teaching, and he orders it in a certain way.  He is like an editor, as well as an historian.  He puts his records about Jesus in a certain order to make different points.  Let’s take the SBC magazine as an example of this.  Nicola Jones has the glamorous job of being editor of the magazine.  Articles which people want in the magazine get sent to Nicola.  Now, they will come in in a completely random order during the month and Nicola then arranges them.  Nicola may get an article on the terrible devastation that Hurricane Ivan has caused in Jamaica.  She may then get another article talking about how as Christians we should be giving more money to help people who have been affected by natural disasters.  


The chances are, Nicola will decide to put those two articles side by side, with the article about Hurricane Ivan first, so that that is in people’s minds, and then the article about giving, which will make them think back to the situation in Jamaica and consider how they can give financially to help the Jamaicans affected by the hurricane.  Luke, and all the other gospel writers, work in the same way through their gospels.  Arranging their material carefully and deliberately.


So, that means, when we read something in the gospels it is always a great idea to look at what the gospel writer has chosen to put before and after those stories, and then think through how that helps us understand the passage we are looking at. 


So, let’s think about our first point to do with eternal life.  In v. 27 the lawyer says that inheriting eternal life is all about two things.  Check out v. 27 and see what it says.

Q:
What does Jesus think about this answer in v.28?  

Q:
What is the big problem that the expert in the law has?  

A:
It’s impossible to do v.27.
So, that’s our first point:

1)
Inheriting eternal life... is impossible on our own.

Now, let’s remember Luke the historian and editor and check out the bread around the Good Samaritan sandwich.  In chapter 10, 72 people have been sent out by Jesus to perform miracles and spread the Good News.  They come back really excited, but check out what Jesus says to them in 10 v. 20-21.  So, Jesus is saying that the way to get your name written in heaven (i.e. to get to heaven) has been hidden from wise and learned people, and yet little children – uneducated men like the disciples - have had those secrets revealed.  Then, what do we get in v.25?  We get a highly educated, wise man coming to Jesus.  He wants to test Jesus, probably about his knowledge of & faithfulness to the Old Testament Law.  Jesus replies to the lawyer’s question by asking his own question in v. 26 and the lawyer answers in v.27.  


Isn’t it funny that the only person who has ever done v. 27 is the One that the lawyer is speaking to?  Jesus Christ.  As a little girl called Nan said when writing a letter to God “Dear God, I bet it is very hard for you to love all of everybody in the world.  There are only 4 people in our family, and I can never do it”.  Our attitude rather than loving God and our neighbour completely is more like Denise’s who said “Dear God, if we come back as something, please don’t let me be Jennifer Horton because I hate her”.  


Once the expert in the law has clarified what he has to do to get eternal life, Jesus makes it clear exactly what standard is expected in terms of loving our neighbour in the story of the Good Samaritan, which you can look at on the separate study sheet.    The problem with this story is that it sets the standard of loving our neighbour impossibly high.  


We all know, if we’re being honest, that we don’t love our neighbour as we love ourselves at all.   But just to bring the point home Jesus says through the Parable that our neighbour actually means our biggest enemy and we are to love them sacrificially without thinking of ourselves.   Well, that’s that then.  We definitely haven’t done that.  We’re stuffed.  


But there is a hint of hope if we look at the bread on the other side of the Good Samaritan sandwich.  In 10 v. 38-42 we have the short story of Mary and Martha, who were the sisters of Lazarus, the one who Jesus raised from the dead.  They open their home to Jesus & his disciples (v.38) and both react very differently to having them there.  Martha is really busy getting stuff ready to feed Jesus & the others (v.40) but what does Mary do in v.39?  She sits at Jesus’s feet listening to Him.  Now, when Martha gets a bit narked off with Mary for not helping her out, and lazing around listening to Jesus instead, she complains about her to Jesus.  It’s a great picture of the reality of family life, isn’t it?  Martha is just like I was when my sister didn’t do something!!  I’d trot off and complain about her to my Dad!  Instead of telling Mary to get up and help, what does Jesus say in v. 41?  Only one thing is needed.  

Q:
What do you think that one thing is?  

A:
v.39 – To listen to Jesus.  To be His disciple, to follow Him.  

That is the one thing that is needed in answer to the Lawyer’s question “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”  Follow Jesus!  


So, what does it mean to truly follow Jesus?  Well, the parable of the Good Samaritan is a good picture of what it means, once we have eternal life we must show that in our actions.  So point 1) inheriting eternal life is impossible on our own point 2)  inheriting eternal life is shown in our actions. 

The Good Samaritan – 

Inheriting eternal life is shown in our actions

Background Info
The Road from Jerusalem to Jericho 

Travelling down this road of about 20 miles on your own was risky - something awful would probably happen to you.  It was known in Jesus’s day as “The Way of Blood” because of the danger of robbers attacking you.  
Priests

In the Old Testament, Priests taught the law to the Jews and were supposed to avoid any sort of impurity and defilement which meant that they could not serve in the Temple.  We can see from the passage that the poor man has been left by road “half dead” (v.30) and touching a corpse would have meant that the Priest would have been defiled completely.  

Levites

Although the Levites weren’t Priests, they also served in the Jewish Temple, helping the Priests out, and had specific rules about the things they were and weren’t allowed to touch.  

Samaritans

The Samaritans were particularly hated in Jesus' day. They lived in an area south of Galilee and north of Judea, part of the old Northern Kingdom of Israel. In 721 BC, Israel was conquered by Assyria and while the Israelites were deported to Assyria, the Assyrian king re-populated the area with other people from the Assyrian kingdom. The descendents of these people were looked upon as half-breeds and heretics by the Jews of Jerusalem. Though Samaritans believed in the Torah (Old Testament), they worshipped at Mt. Gerizim rather than Jerusalem (John 4:20-22). In Jesus' day feelings between Jews and Samaritans were hostile. Sometime between 6 and 9 AD at midnight during a Passover some Samaritans had deliberately scattered bones in the Jerusalem Temple in order to desecrate it. The Jews were outraged! What remained now was complete disgust and hatred, as John observed: "Jews do not associate with Samaritans" (John 4:9b).

THE GOOD SAMARITAN

CHECK IT OUT
Read Luke 10 v. 25-37 again & answer these questions, bearing in mind the background info you have just looked at.
The Expert in the Law  -  v.29

The lawyer wanted to “justify himself”.  What does this mean?

The Priest & Levite v.31 & 32
How do you think the Priest & Levite should have reacted to seeing the man?

Do you think the Priest & Levite may have used their need to “stay clean” as an excuse to pass by?

What other parts of God’s law have they forgotten? (Deuteronomy 10:17-19 & Leviticus 19:18)
What do the actions of the Priest & Levite say about them and their religion?

The Priest & Levite are shown in a very bad light.  How do you think Jesus’s Jewish listeners would have responded to this? 

What excuses do we use to “pass by” in situations where we see people in need?  What does this say about our Christian faith?

The Good Samaritan v. 33-37

Why was it surprising that the Samaritan was the one who stopped and helped?

How does the Samaritan respond to the dying man?

What sacrifices does the Samaritan make to help the man? (Bear in mind what we know about the road to Jericho.)

What does this teach us about the sacrifices we should make to help others?

Us!

What does this parable teach us about:  

1)
Who our neighbour is? 

2)
What it means to be a neighbour?
If we are Christians, why should we have mercy on people?  ( Look at 1 Peter 1 v. 3)
