King Herod

Sunday 8th June
Ray gave us a great talk on the character of King Herod (not the one who killed all the baby boys when Jesus was born, but that guy’s son).  We looked at Mark 6 v. 14-29. which tells us about King Herod and how he had John the Baptist’s head chopped off (who we will refer to as Jonnie B).

Check out the story for yourself in Mark
You will see that to start with things looked good for Jonnie B – in verse 20 Herod feared John, protected him and liked to listen to him. But he didn’t like it when Jonnie B told him that he shouldn’t be married to his brother’s wife (as John knew that relationship displeased God and was out of order).  Because Jonnie B was telling Herod to call off the marriage, his wife, Herodias, wanted John done away with.  

Herod’s downfall came at a party he threw for all the important blokes in his kingdom.  His wife’s daughter came and danced a sexy dance for Herod, and he promised her anything she wanted.  She of course ran off to her Mum to ask her advice about what to get out of Herod and she, you guessed it, asked for Jonnie B to be killed (to be specific, she asked for his head).

So, despite Herod’s respect for Jonnie B, he had him killed, no doubt because he had made an oath which he didn’t want to break because he knew that he would lose respect if he did.  Jonnie B’s head was presented to Herodias’s daughter and she gave it to her Mum (nice present, if ever there was one).

So, what do we learn from this, guys?

·
King Herod chose to rebel against God in allowing himself to be seduced by Herodias’s daughter’s sexy charms and then killing Jonnie B.

·
King Herod chose not to repent from what he had done wrong and turn back to God.

We have all rebelled against God, so what stops us from turning back to God?
·
Comfort (our lives are too comfortable and we don’t think about the eternal consequences of our decision to reject God - judgement and separation from His loving presence.)
·
Church (we think church is boring and not for young people – which sometimes, let’s face it, it is – but God intends church to be for all ages and to be totally cool!)

·
Cost (we see that Christianity involves a cost – taking up our cross daily to follow Jesus and repenting from our sin- which we are not prepared to pay.)
·
Cowardice (we are scared to follow Jesus because we are worried about what our friends will think and say about us.)

If any of these reasons are stopping you from turning back to God and making Him Lord of your life, please think and pray about it and talk to one of the Y@S leaders, if you would like.
