James and John

Sunday 8th June
Phil gave a great talk where we started by looking at James and John who were two brothers who followed Jesus.  You can read about them in Mark 10 v. 32- 45.
We discovered as we looked at James and John that they had:

1) Missed the Point (D’oh!)


Jesus told them quite clearly in verses 33-34 that He was going up to Jerusalem because He was going to be killed, but that wasn’t the end ‘cos He was going to rise again.  James and John completely missed the point – they didn’t understand that Jesus was gonna die and that was why He had come to the earth.
2) Made a Request of Jesus


They asked Him if He would give them whatever they asked (pretty mammoth request!)  and then specified that they wanted the best seats in heaven – either side of Jesus.   Jesus told them straight away that they couldn’t have the royal box in heaven and those places were for someone else – not for James and John.

So, where did James and John go wrong?

• They hadn’t got Jesus’s identity right – they called Him “teacher” in verse 15 and, although Jesus was an amazing teacher, His real identity was the Messiah, the one who would come to save us from all the wrong stuff in our lives by actually dying.  James and John completely failed to see this.
• They wanted their own personal glory  - James and John thought that following Jesus was all about, as you can see from verse 35, getting what they wanted (so for you it might be getting to go out with that babe of a boy or girl, getting good exam results, having a great career or having designer clothes) but actually Jesus challenges them (check out verse 38) and says that Christianity is not about putting yourself first and using God to get everything you want, but putting Jesus first and making Him Lord of your life.

SO, JAMES AND JOHN BODGED UP!!!

We then looked at someone who got it right when they met Jesus – check out the story for yourself in Mark 10 v. 46-52.  We read here about a blind beggar called Bartimaeus (“Barty” for short).  

We discovered when we looked at Barty that he had:

1) GOT the point


Barty recognised who Jesus was, check out verse 47, He knew that He was the Son of David.  God had told His people, through the Old Testament Prophets, that the One who was going to save them from all the wrong stuff in their lives would be a descendant of David’s.  So, in calling Jesus the Son of David, Barty was saying that he believed Jesus was the One who would save the world.  

2) Made a Request of Jesus


Let’s not forget that Barty was a blind beggar.  If I had been Barty and I knew I was in a conversation with God Himself, I would have asked for my sight and loads of money!  However, Barty did something that was v. surprising – check out verse 47.  Yes, he asked Jesus to have mercy on him.  That’s basically Barty’s way of saying “Jesus, I don’t deserve anything from You ‘cos I am just a poxy old sinner, but I trust that You will give me what I don’t deserve in the form of your love and forgiveness.”


Then, after that, Barty asks for Jesus to give him his sight back, believing that Jesus has the power to heal him.  Look at verse 52- Jesus tells Barty that ‘cos he has believed in Jesus as Lord and Saviour of the world, he will be better.  Sure enough, Barty receives his sight straight away and then he follows Jesus.  

So, what did Barty do right?

• He got Jesus’s identity right – Barty knew that Jesus was the one who would save the world from its rebellion against God.  He came to Jesus not to ask for his own personal glory, but saying that he was hopeless sinner and all he could ask for was mercy ‘cos Jesus owed him nothing.  
• He wanted the glory to go to Jesus – Barty knew that Jesus deserved his whole life and he placed his faith in Jesus and followed him.
THINK IT THRU
• Do you have Jesus’s identity right?

• Do you want the glory to go to yourself or to Jesus?


Look at Mark 10 v. 43-45 and think about whether you are living your life like this.  Thank Jesus that He gave His life as a ransom for many (meaning to set free prisoners, namely US as we are all imprisoned by sin.) 
