The Boss and His Boundaries- How Does God Rule?

Sunday October 12th
God’s Rule

We started off at Y@S tonite thinking about the whole area of authority.  We decided that we generally view it is quite a negative thing.  We then tried to play some games without the rules – we had no idea how to play them!!  Sarah asked us how we would have felt about her if she had given us the rules.  Would we have thought she was complete tyrant who was trying to control our lives and ruin our fun?  Or would we have thought she wanted us to enjoy the games and so she was liberating us to play them properly?   We realized that it was the second one of these two things – having the rules would have been a gr8 thing, much better than sitting there like a load of muppets trying 2 work out how 2 play!


So, God’s rule over our lives is like having the Maker’s instructions – His authority and rule is not negative and oppressive (trying to pin us down and tie us up) but positive and all about true freedom and liberation to live life as it was designed to be lived.

If we live under God’s rule then we will be blessed – God’s rule and God’s blessing go hand in hand, you don’t have one without the other.
The Garden of Eden

The Garden of Eden back in Genesis is where we first see this.  Adam and Eve live according to God’s rules in the garden and they are completely blessed – perfect relationship with God, with each other and with the ground.  But, Adam and Eve bodge up, as we keep reminding ourselves.  They disobey and break God’s rules, they eat from the tree.  God is angry with them and sends them away from the garden – away from His blessing, you can see that in Genesis 3 v. 23-24.

If God’s massif are going to know His blessing, they need to be brought back under His rule.  We left the story last week after the Israelites had miraculously escaped from Egypt, but what happened next?

The BIG 10

Check out the Ten Commandments in Exodus 19
We had a butchers at the Ten Commandments and we learnt 3 things:

1)
They are God’s perfect standards which He wants us to try and live by – He is holy and pure and the commandments reflect His character.

2)
We cannot keep the 10 commandments.

3)
Fortunately, keeping the 10 commandments is NOT the way to get right with God, but it is the way to show you are right with God and belong to Him.

Why Did God Set His Massif Free from Egypt?
·
It was ‘cos He loved them so much and wanted to have a relationship with them.  God sets us free from our slavery (which is sin – we are addicted to it and imprisoned by it) so that we can be forgiven and have a relationship with Him.

·
Once we have been set free, God expects us to change our behaviour to show that He is the boss in our lives.  It’s like a guy a friend of mine knows who owned a video shop.  When he became a Christian he got rid of loads of his videos, he knew that all the soft porn and violent films he had were not good for family life or society and that God hated them, so he binned them all.  He didn’t do this to get right with God – he had already got right with God – but He did it to show that he WAS right with God, that there was a new boss in his life who didn’t like those kind of movies.

·
It’s the same with Israel, God gets them out of slavery and then He gives them the Big 10.  It’s like He’s saying, “Now, Israel, I love you and I have saved you.  Show your love and thanks to me by following  my rules and then the world will know you belong to me.”

What about all these Dead Animals in the Old Testament?
·
It is SOOOO cool that God wants a relationship with His massif.  But there is a problem.  As we saw from the Big 10, God is perfect, but His massif is not – the Israelites were just like us, full of sin.  How could they possibly relate to a perfect God then?  It’s a bit like the Queen trying to relate to 50 Cent – 2 complete opposites!!  The answer is, God’s massif can’t do anything to help themselves, they are in an impossible situation.  BUT,  God provides a way by which His massif can relate to Him and be saved His anger, which they deserve for the sin in their lives.  

·
The way that God provides is the sacrifice of animals.  Instead of God’s massif dying for their rebellion against God and not listening to His rules, God provides an animal to die in their place.  God gave really specific instructions on these sacrifices ‘cos they were well important.  Check out Leviticus 1 v. 1-5 for a few details.  It says here that the animal will “make atonement” for the sins of the person bringing the sacrifice.  That means that that person, because the animal has been killed in their place, will be put back into a right relationship with God, which has been broken ‘cos of that person’s sin.

But, wot’s that got to do with me?

·
Good question!  R u expected to go down to your local field and kill a few sheep everytime you tell God to shove off out of your life?  NO!!!  There was a problem with the sacrificial system in the Old Testament, it only covered over people’s sins, they were never fully dealt with.  They had to keep offering sheep and other animals ’cos they kept on bodging up.  Hebrews 10 v. 1-4 explains it all much better than I can, so have a look at that! Offering animals was not the ultimate answer – it never dealt fully with the problem of sin.
·
BUT, Jesus is the ultimate answer – have a look at Hebrews 9 v. 24-26.
Here are some differences between Jesus and sacrificed animals (apart from the woolly coat and grass diet..!!)

ANIMALS

Were given in a man-made place of worship which was a copy of the place where God lives in heaven.

Offering sacrifices could not make God’s massif perfect, so they had to keep offering them again and again.

Animals’ blood could not take away sins.
JESUS
Entered heaven itself to come before God on our behalf and ask for our forgiveness.

Was sacrificed ONCE FOR ALL – Jesus doesn’t need to keep dying ‘cos His work was completely done when He died on the cross.

Has done away with sin through dying for us.

If we accept Jesus’s death in our place, we will not have to pay the price of our sin ourselves – our sin has been dealt with, we are forgiven and in a right relationship with God!  WICKED!!!
CHECK OUT THE WORD

Exodus 20 v. 1-17
1)
Why do you think God starts the Ten Commandments by telling Moses all that stuff in verse 2?

2)
Look at the first commandment in v. 3.  Be honest (!) have you kept this one?

3)
Look down the rest of the list.  Do you understand what each commandment means?  Which ones have you kept and which ones have you broken? 

4)
If you said you have kept numbers 6 & 7, have a look at Matthew 5 v. 21 and 27-28.  What is Jesus saying in these verses about murder and adultery?  Does that change your mind about whether you have kept commandments 6 & 7?

5)
Why should we want to obey the Ten Commandments if we are Christians?

6)
If you decided today that you were going to keep the Ten Commandments for the rest of your life, do you think you would be able to manage it?
