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1. Intro

True freedom Trust – working with Christians who are gay

Ask True or False (Use OHP to keep scores):



‘Homosexuality is wrong’


‘Homosexual sex is wrong’


‘Homosexual sex is the worst sin’


‘Gay People can’t be Christians’
2. What is homosexuality?

Greek homos ( same

Someone who is sexually attracted to the same sex.
· Not as simple as gay or straight

e.g. Colapartiality and Dietcolapartiality

Using people create cola/diet cola spectrum:

Likes Cola
Likes Cola
Likes Cola
Cola OK
Hates Cola


Hates Diet
Diet OK
Likes Diet
Likes Diet
Likes Diet

Tastes change!

· The person not the gender – homosexuals don’t like ALL members of same sex.

e.g. Colapartial BUT dislikes certain brands


You never know who you will meet!

· Being homosexual vs. practicing homosexuality

e.g. being Colapartial vs. drinking cola

Ask someone who likes one (but not the other) if actually drinking this can will make a difference to what they prefer.

The bible says NOTHING about being homosexual

BUT it does talk about homosexual practice (having a same sex partner)

3. What the Bible does say

4. When Christians are Gay

· Cost of discipleship 


· It hurts                            

· My story

· God comforts - through people too


· God guides 


5. When non-Christians are Gay

· Different rules i.e. the Gay factor is irrelevant – we ALL need Jesus
· Steph’s story
6. Group Discussion

Answer True or False Questions again – and why!


BIBLE BIT

So, what DOES the Bible have to say about it?

The most helpful thing we can do is look at what the Bible says positively about sexuality as a whole, and then see how homosexuality fits in to that, or rather doesn’t fit into that.

If we go right back to the beginning to the 1st 2 chapters of Genesis, we can see that the world is good, and all is as God wanted it to be.

And the pinnacle of this description of the good world, is God’s creation of man, and his companion woman.

Verses 24 and 25 of chapter 2 talk about Adam and Eve becoming ‘one flesh’ in other words having sex, and it says that there is no shame in that, that this was how God wanted things to be.

So, contrary to popular belief, God invented sex, he thinks it’s a good thing, and he wants us to do it lots if we’re married. That’s what he means when he tells them to ‘go forth and mulitply’…

Now this pattern for sex is affirmed by both Jesus and Paul in the New Testament. Paul says in 1 Cor 7 verse 5 ‘Do not deprive one another’.

It’s celebrated, quite explicitly in song of songs.

So sex IS spoken of very positively in the Bible, but ONLY in this context. Between one man, and one woman, for life. 

Any other expression of sexuality, whether it be pre-marital or extra marital heterosexual sex, or masturbation, or homosexual sex, is a deviation from God’s plan for sex. It’s a misuse of the gift that God has given us.

So the main reason why we can say from the Bible that gay sex is wrong, is because the Bible ONLY affirms sex within marriage.

But the Bible does also condemn homosexual activity specifically too, just to push the point home.

There are 2 places where homosexual sex is mentioned specifically, the first is Romans 1. Let’s read it.

Now, the mention of homosexual practice comes among a list of a whole spectrum of human failings from gossiping to murder. Paul is making the broader point that all of humanity have naturally ‘exchanged the truth of God for a lie’(v25) The result is that God ‘gives us over’ to what we desire. 

In other words, as we reject God, we get what we ask for; he allows us to indulge in our rebellion and reap the consequences. 

One result of this is that sexuality becomes distorted. Humans choose to use it to satisfy themselves rather than to glorify God in its right context of marriage. 

One such distortion is homosexual practice.  

However, let me just point out that there is no hierarchy of sin in this passage. The homosexual sin is not written in red ink, there’s nothing here to suggest it’s any worse than any other sin.

It’s one sin among a list from which we can all find ourselves guilty of something, as Paul drives home in 2:1 ‘You, therefore, have no excuse’. 

‘Naturally’, we would be in our pre-fall state, living lives in harmony with God and one another, and enjoying the gift of sexuality as God intended it in Genesis 1 & 2. 

But our individual and corporate rebellion since Genesis 3 means that we have chosen, and God has given us over to, what is ‘unnatural’ to our original created state. This applies to all the sins that Paul lists, as well as those that he doesn’t mention.

So, the broad principles to take away are that God created our sexuality to be used within the confines of heterosexual monogamy within marriage. 

Any expression of sexuality outside this undermines this and cannot glorify God.

So there’s your basic Biblical foundation. 

TESTIMONY BIT

So I rejected Christianity, and was perfectly happy with that, and got on with my life.

But when I got to university I met a proper Christian.

She was someone who actually read the Bible and believed that it was all true, and yet seemed to be quite intelligent and fun, and reasonably normal.

So she intrigued me a little bit.

We were good friends as we were doing the same course, so whenever I got drunk I used to sound her out about Christianity, and especially about the sexuality issue. 

She was very frank, but very helpful in the way she witnessed to me.

She basically told me that without Jesus I would go to hell. Which was true! But not very nice to hear. But importantly she made it clear that it wasn’t because I was gay that I deserved hell, but just because I was living without reference to Jesus.

She made it clear that my specific sin was no worse than anyone elses, but that we all, naturally, deserved judgement.

She also made the clear distinction between orientation and practice, and showed me what the Bible REALLY says about homosexuality.

She said that it was perfectly possible for me to become a Christian, but that if I did, I would have to understand that I would have to choose celibacy for the rest of my life.

I have to say, I was REALLY offended by her saying that to me. As far as I was concerned, there was nothing wrong with me wanting  a girlfriend. 

However much i was rejecting what she had said on the surface, she had planted a seed in me, and I couldn't forget what she had said. I knew the basic gospel now, i knew that no-one gets to heaven except through Jesus, and I knew that if she was right, i had to respond. 

I decided that she was not right and i squashed my thoughts otherwise for another year

but she dragged me along to a CU mission and I went to every lunchtime talk for a week. 

Each one knocked my arguments down until the only excuse I had left was that i didnt' WANT  to become a Christian, becasue i didn't want to be celibate for the rest of my life. 

The final talk of the mission was from Mark chapter 2 which is the paralysed man asking Jesus to heal him.

Jesus forgives the man before he heals him, because although he WANTED  to be healed, he NEEDED to be forgiven.

I realised that I might WANT to be able to have relationships with girls, and i might want that more than anything else in the world, and i might have actually thought that was my reason for living before now, i still recognised at that point that i NEEDED to be forgiven.

So I gave my life to Christ, quite reluctantly, that night.

Since then I’ve discovered that actually, becoming a Christian wasn’t the worst decision that I made in my life, and that there really is more to live for than sex!

I’m not saying that it hasn’t been hard – it really has been, especially when I’ve had to say no to real people that I really want to be with.

But I’m learning to invest more and more in my REAL relationship with Jesus, and I’m learning how to have good, healthy friendships with both men and women….

Scroll down for the bible bit

















