The Gospel: God’s Power

17th April 2005

Aim: 
To show that the Gospel is the way that God’s power works. Therefore we need to trust in it & present it clearly and faithfully.

Romans 1: 16-17

16I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 17For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is from faith from first to last, just as it is written: ‘The righteous will live by faith.’
Tonight we are going to concentrate on the fact that the gospel is the power of God. Can you see that in verse 16? Paul says that he is not ashamed of the gospel because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes. In other words, the gospel is all about God’s power to save us.

Well, as we think about those words a bit more, there are three questions concerning that we are going to try to answer this evening. 

1. 
What does Paul mean when he talks about ‘the power of God’ in verse 16? 

2.
Verse 16 also talks about salvation. But why do we need to be saved in the first place?

3.
Verse 16 also says that the way that God saves us is by the gospel. So what is the gospel?

‘The Power of God’

‘Power’ is the ability to do something. For example, I have the power to order a Big Mac from McDonalds. Tony Blair has the power to raise taxes, or declare war. Julia Roberts has the power to insist on $20m for a film. Chelsea have the power to dash Arsenal’s hope of a premiership title. 

Although I have the power to order a Big Mac, Bill Gates (the owner of Microsoft computers) probably has the power to buy every McDonald’s restaurant in the world – he’s that loaded. I cannot hope to compete with that.

But what is God’s power like? Is he an all-powerful God – or a weak one that can’t do much. Well, I have some verses from the Bible which will help us to answer that. For each verse, I’d like us to jot down what that tells us about the power of God.

Jeremiah: 10:12 -13 
“But God made the earth by his power; he founded the world by his wisdom and stretched out the heavens by his understanding. When he thunders, the waters in the heavens roar; he makes clouds to rise from the ends of the earth.  He sends lightning with the rain and brings out the wind from his storehouses.”

Psalm 66:3

“Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! So great is your power that your enemies cringe before you.”

Job 9:4

“His wisdom is profound, his power is vast. Who has resisted him and come out unscathed?”

Psalm 77: 14 -15

“You are the God who performs miracles; you display your power among the peoples. With your mighty arm you redeemed your people, the descendants of Jacob and Joseph.”

Isaiah 40:26

“Lift your eyes and look to the heavens: Who created all these? He who brings out the starry host one by one, and calls them each by name. Because of his great power and mighty strength, not one of them is missing.”

Jeremiah 27:5

“With my great power and outstretched arm I made the earth and its people and the animals that are on it, and I will give it to anyone I please.”

1 Chronicles 29: 11-12

“Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the splendour, for everything in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, O LORD is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all. Wealth and honour come from you; you are the ruler of all things. In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all.

Job 37: 23

“The Almighty is beyond our reach and exalted in power; in his justice and great righteousness, he does not oppress.”

As we can see from these verses, God has incredible power. In fact, he is all-powerful. He created the earth, and you and me. God alone creates and gives life. His power vastly outweighs any power that human beings have. It doesn’t begin to compare.

 God can do anything. We can be confident of that. And so we can be sure that we are dealing with a God who has the power to save us. But why do we need saving in the first place? 

Why do we need to be saved?

Notice that Paul says that he is not ashamed of the gospel because “it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes”. Paul is desperate to tell people about the gospel because he knows that it is good news – it can save us. But from what?

Did you notice that in the Bible verses we looked at earlier talk about God’s ‘justice’ and ‘great righteousness’? Unlike human beings, God is PERFECT. He is a holy God. He never does stuff out of selfishness or vanity or greed. Everything He does is just and fair. Let’s remind ourselves of Job 37:23:

“The Almighty is beyond our reach and exalted in power; in his justice and great righteousness, he does not oppress.” (Job 37:23)

That verse says that God is “beyond our reach”. And it’s true. That’s because he is a holy God and we are sinful people. Whereas God is perfect, we are very imperfect. We have all rejected God and shut him out by putting ourselves first. Did you notice that another of the Bible verses said:


“You are the ruler of all things” (1 Chronicles 29:11)

So, although God is King of the world and everything in it, it’s as if we’ve taken away the crown from God and put it on our own heads, saying to ourselves, ‘I don’t really care  what God thinks, I’ll live my life my own way.” And that kind of behaviour separates from God.  

Because God is holy and perfect, he cannot be friends with us when we continue to reject him. There’s also another problem: because God is just, he cannot allow our sin, or in other words, all the wrong things we do, to go unpunished. So our sin and rejection of God makes us his enemies. And as we have already seen from the Bible verses we looked at, no-one can take on God and come out unscathed. His enemies cringe at his awesome power.

So we all face a problem. All of us have rejected God and none of us are good enough to get into heaven. We all deserve to be punished for the wrong things we have done. We all need to be forgiven. We need to be rescued. We all need to be saved.

What is the gospel?

How does God save us? Well take a look at verse 16 again:

”I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes”

Paul makes it clear that the gospel is God’s power to save. And that brings us on to our third and final question: ‘What is the gospel?’

In groups, it would be great if you could spend a few minutes trying to write down what you think we mean when we say ‘the gospel’. 

Imagine that you have to explain it to someone who is hearing about it all for the first time. Of course, you can use your Bibles to help you come up with a good answer. And there will be a prize for the best answer.

[Feed back]

Let’s sum up what we’ve learnt so far this evening. Firstly, let’s remind ourselves of the verse:

16I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.
We started off by asking three questions about this verse:

1.
What do we mean when we talk about ‘the power of God’? 

2.
Why do we need to be saved?

3.
What is ‘the gospel’ ?

We’ve seen that God is all-powerful.  He is also perfect and holy. However, we have all rejected God by not putting him first in our lives. Our sin and rebellion separates us from God. And we all face God’s judgment as a result. However, in his great love, God sent his son Jesus to take the punishment that we deserve. The gospel is the good news about Jesus. The gospel is God’s power to save.  

There are two really important points to note on this:

1. The gospel alone has the power of salvation. What do I mean by that? Well, only the gospel has the power to solve the problem of sin, and of separation from a holy God. Nothing else in the world can do this. 

And crucially, there is nothing that we can do by our own effort to make us right with God. Salvation comes as a gift from God – there’s nothing we can do to earn it. And that leads us on to the second point:

2. We have to believe the gospel to be saved

Look back at verse 16 – 

16I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes:
We have to believe, and that means placing our trust in Jesus and trying to follow him in our everyday lives. Ask yourself: Do I believe in the gospel?

Is something stopping you from believing, for example, you have some answered questions, or perhaps you worried that believing in Jesus is too costly. Please take the time to talk to one of the leaders about that.

Application

The gospel alone has the power to make us right with God. That means that it is the most precious thing in the Universe.

· Do we pay enough attention to it? 

· Do we read our Bibles to understand it better? 

· Do we tell others? 

We need to ask God to help us with all of that.
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