Genesis 42 v. 1-28

Big Brother’s Little Brother:

The Dream Fulfilled
16 October
God:

· Blesses us despite our sin

· Shows us our sin

God Blesses us Despite Our Sin

There is someone I know very well who has got this sort of “Super Dad”.  Her father has given her, well, to begin with, life itself, he chose to have her and to raise her, he provided an amazing home for her full of love, warmth & security, he helped her through difficulties, through exams, through relationship problems, through doubts & fears, he provided the money for her to go to university where she had the most amazing three years of her life.  He gave her fantastic holidays & a nice car, a few years ago he paid for her to get married to the guy that she had fallen in love with. He even spent loads of effort sorting out her job for her, a job that she loved & got complete fulfilment from.  I have met her father and he is the most amazing man you could ever hope to meet – he’s the kind of person that you can can’t quite believe is true, just so patient, loving, kind, gentle, strong & caring.  The trouble is, despite all that he has done and continues to do for her, she has moments when she absolutely hates him, she takes his advice & rules - which I have to say are the wisest advice and rules I’ve ever heard - & throws them back in his face, saying that he is a killjoy & tyrant.  He loves his child so much that he tries to speak to her every day just to check that she’s doing ok. She sees that it’s him calling her mobile  & she just puts it onto divert because she doesn’t want to speak to him, I find it amazing how rude and ungrateful she can be to him.  I was there once when they were having a big argument; he was telling her that she shouldn’t go out with this guy because she was going to get hurt and get into situations she didn’t want to be in.  She absolutely lost it with him saying that she hated him and he didn’t care about her & wanted to ruin her life. He then said very calmly “Look, I love you so much I would die for you” and she responded by storming out.  The amazing thing is, these weren’t just empty words, because later they were together in Israel on a trip and there were these soldiers there who just started killing innocent people.  This girl’s father saw what was happening, pushed his daughter to the ground and then covered her completely with his body.  He was then killed, and she only survived because her father covered and protected her in the face of death.  You might think that this amazing act of love would transform her attitude to her father, and to a certain extent it has.  She knows that the only reason she is alive is because of him and yet there are still days when she goes to his grave and she spits on it. I know that sounds completely incredible and unbelievable, but it’s true and the reason why I know it’s true is because that girl is me.  It’s how I’ve behaved towards my Father, not my earthly father, but my heavenly Father, God. Even though He has not just given me all the good things I need, but even died for me, in my place, taking the punishment I deserve so I might live forever I disobey Him and disappoint Him.  The sin which held Jesus onto the cross is sin which I continue to commit – the equivalent of spitting on his grave.  

Despite my disgusting attitude to God, both before I became a Christian, and, at times, since, God continues to bless me.  He provides for me not because of who I am, but because of Who He is – the One who longs to lavish good things upon us, even though we do not deserve it at all.  We can see that in tonight’s passage.  We’ve been focussing a lot in recent weeks on Joseph, but tonight the spotlight is really moved to Joseph’s brothers.  

Read passage

From what we already know of the story, what kind of blokes would you say Joseph’s brothers were?  Gen 34:25-30 (Simeon & Levi killed every male in the city to get revenge because their sister had been raped & they became a ‘stench’ to those around them because of their violence & murder) Gen 35:22 (Reuben slept with his father’s mistress) Gen 38:15-16 (Judah sleeps with his sister-in-law).     

Despite all of this, we learn in this chapter of God’s provision for them, through Joseph.  God had every right to put Joseph’s brothers to death; they were wicked. But instead he makes sure that during the famine in Canaan they were able to get food in Egypt (v.2) As Joseph say in 45 v. 7 “God sent me ahead of you to save your lives by a great deliverance”.  In other words, God always planned for Joseph’s brothers to be delivered from the fatal threat of famine and to find grain and life in Egypt.  This kindness that God shows them is amazing considering the kind of horrible blokes that they were.

Joseph recognises them immediately when they come to him to ask for grain (v.7).  The dream has been fulfilled & Joseph remember it in v. 9: Joseph’s brothers, just like the sheaves of corn back in chapter 37, are bowing down to him (v. 6) This whole scene is completely remarkable: Joseph hadn’t seen his brothers for over 20 years.  20 years is a long time for hatred, resentment and bitterness to build up against those men, his brothers, who had sold him into slavery.  But, just as we’ve seen in the past, we see Joseph being very godly, particularly here in the way he treats his brothers.  He is the governor of the land (v. 6), he is in complete authority & control over his brothers, he would be completely justified in throwing them into prison & chucking away the key for the way they have treated him.  Instead, he puts them in prison for just 3 days (v. 17) - and we’ll see why he does that in a moment.

Did you notice what he did then?  In verse 19 he lets all of them go except for Simeon so that they may take enough grain for their starving households – if he’d stuck with his original plan in verse 16 just to send one of them back, that one brother would not have been able to take enough grain for all the starving relatives back in Canaan.  Then, in verse 25, he ensures that his brothers’ bags are filled with grain and that their silver (which they  would’ve brought with them to buy the grain in the first place) is returned to them, plus they are given provisions for their journey.   Joseph’s actions here are a picture of God’s actions towards us, that despite his brothers’ sinfulness towards him, and despite our sinfulness towards God, he blesses them with material gifts, just as God blesses us with material gifts.  Now, of course God’s gifts go beyond the material gifts, to the even more generous spiritual gift of forgiveness & eternal life when we trust in Jesus, and just as Joseph’s brothers deserved to be punished by him instead of blessed by him, so we deserve to be punished by God. This makes the fact of God’s blessing even more incredible!!!

So, God blesses us despite our sin.

However, this does not mean that God disregards our sin and thinks that it doesn’t matter.  God is not unconcerned & blasé about sin.  If you look back to chapter 38 v. 7 & 10, you will see there the very brief story of Judah’s son & grandson (so, Joseph’s nephew & great nephew).  Both of these men were wicked in God’s sight and it tells us quite simply that God put them to death.  God takes our sin seriously – it merits a death warrant.  The wonderful truth of the Bible is that stories like Er’s & Onan’s are unusual.  Instead of blitzing us for our sin, God is at work in his mercy & love to show us our sin, make us aware of how awful it is,  so that we will turn from it and be saved. (Check out 2 Peter 3:9).  This is our second point:

God shows us our sin    

This is what we see clearly happening in tonight’s passage.  Even though Joseph is deeply moved by his brothers’ arrival (he actually begins to weep in v. 24; this is like Tony Blair breaking down and crying in public), he decides that he will keep his identity concealed, partly so that he can make sure his younger brother Benjamin comes to him and he gets to see him (v. 15) and partly to teach his brothers a lesson.  

He makes his brothers think that he believes them to be spies who want to come and conquer Egypt (v. 9) Spies from the same family would never travel together in case they were killed and the whole family was wiped out, so it would be proof that they were not spies if they could indeed show, by bringing Benjamin to Joseph, that they were brothers (v.20).  Of course, their pleas in v. 11 are highly ironic.  Little do they know that they really are all sons of one man; the Governor of Egypt who they are bowing before and talking to is their brother!!!!

Joseph keeps Simeon in custody (v.24) while the others return to get Benjamin.  Now imagine we have a famine over here in this country, hard to picture I know, but it could happen.  Your Mum or Dad tells you to do something about it so you go off to America, which apparently has got McDonalds & Pizza Huts galore.  You take the family savings and think it’s all going to be fine – you’ll have a chat with President Bush, hand over the cash and go home with enough fast food to keep your family happy for years (until they die of a massive heart attack).  Only, when you get there, Bush accuses you of being a spy and has you and your brothers arrested.  In prison,  you start to think about your life and the sort of things that you’ve done to deserve this punishment. He releases you after 3 days but says he will keep one of your brothers until you return with proof that you are not a spy.  This would be slightly stressful, to say the least.  Here is your brother in the custody of one of the most powerful men in the world, and you thought you were going to be going home with handfuls of McDonalds….anything could happen to your brother while you’re gone; he could end up in Guantanamo Bay never to be seen again.  What a complete ‘mare.  

This is what’s going on in v. 21. They are scared and worried about everything that’s happened to them – they know they are at the mercy of one of the most powerful men in the world, and their minds are cast back to what they did to Joseph.  They think they are being punished for selling their brother into slavery.  When they see that Joseph has returned the silver that they gave him to pay for their grain (in v. 28-29) their hearts sink.  They know that this is very odd, and they don’t understand what’s going on.  They see that God is at work in the situation asking for their attention: “What is this that God has done to us?” they say.

Joseph’s brothers, despite being the hardened sinners that we know they were – they were murderers, who slept around with members of their own family & even sold their own brother into slavery -  are forced to consider the sin that they have committed, and to realise that God is angry with that sin and they deserve punishment. We see in v.28 that they turn to each other trembling, they are suddenly fearful of this God who they haven’t paid any attention to before.

God isn’t a soft touch.  He doesn’t just say to us “Oh, come here, your sins are forgiven it doesn’t matter”.  No, he works in our lives to make those sins abundantly real to us, to show us how seriously we should take them, because he takes them seriously.  So, in forcing his brothers to realise their wrong-doing and to think back to their sinful past, Joseph is giving us a picture of how God works.  Now being shown our sinfulness is a scary process.  Joseph’s brothers, who we can imagine were pretty hard nuts, are trembling.  But God wants to put us through that fear in order to bring us to a place of peace and complete joy – and that is only possible once we have faced up to sin, turned away from it and turned to Christ.  

So, Joseph’s brothers, except Simeon, trudge off back to Canaan, but they’re going to come back TWICE more before Joseph reveals to them who he is really is, and if you want to find out what it’s like when that happens you’ll have to come back after half-term.

Group discussion

1)
God Blesses Us Despite Our Sin

· Share some specific ways in which God has blessed you.

· Take some time to praise & thank God for those things in prayer.

2)
God Shows Us Our Sin

· Thinking about what Sarah said, why does God work to show us our sin?

· Joseph’s brothers were made to think of their sin when they were put in jail & then had their silver returned to them.  In what ways does God show us our sin? 

· How can we make sure we are giving God opportunities to show us our sin?

· Once God has highlighted our sin, what should we do?  (See 1 John 1: 5-10)

· Share with the group one area where you know you are struggling with sin (be honest with each other) and pray for each other about these areas.
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