Genesis 40 v. 1-23

Servant, Jailor, Cupbearer, Baker

2 October 2005
A Quick Recap:
1) Where is Joseph?

2) Why is he there?

3) Why was he working for Potiphar?

4) Why did his brothers sell him into slavery?

Pray

Read passage

Intro:

Some friends of mine had just got married.  They were Christians, so they hadn’t slept together before they got married and they were still getting used to the whole thing of sharing a bed with someone else.  One night the wife was suddenly woken up, only to find her husband sat bolt upright in bed asking her again and again “Who are you?” she replied rather blearily “I’m your wife, why, who are you?”  and he announced “I am Father Christmas” and promptly lay back down again.  

My own husband has the same talent for appearing to be completely awake but actually being fast asleep; one of our funniest conversations took place one night when he was obviously dreaming about planning a lesson (he’s a teacher) and he suddenly said to me, “I think I’m going to take my year 9s to, ohhh, what’s the word?  Yes, imaginary, I’m going to take them to the imaginary garden.”  

Well the cupbearer and the baker in the passage we’re looking at tonight must’ve thought that they’d been to the imaginary garden in their sleep as well - we’ve got branches, blossoming vines and clusters of grapes,(v. 9-11), we’ve got birds eating bread (v. 17).  What’s going on?  We’re going to unpack this part of the history of Joseph in two parts tonight:

1) The King is Angry

Joseph has been thrown into prison by his master, because he was framed by his master’s wife when he rejected her seduction.  He is now joined by 2 others - the king’s cupbearer and the baker.  They were in there because in v. 1 they had offended their master, Pharaoh, who is the king of Egypt,  & it tells us in v.2 that he is angry with them so he punishes them by locking them up.  Now, of course, it’s no coincidence that they end up in the same dungeon as Joseph - we’ve seen already (39 v. 21-23) that the LORD is with Joseph, that He is working for Joseph’s success even though it all seems to be going a bit pear shaped at this stage, and the arrival of these two servants of Pharaoh and their dreams about imaginary gardens is going to be a turning point for Joseph.   We don’t know what the cupbearer and baker have done to the King to provoke his anger - maybe the cupbearer had sneaked full fat, highly caffeinated Coke into the cup when all the King would drink was caffeine-free Diet Coke.  Maybe he’d tried to poison the king’s drink?  There’s the great story of Winston Churchill, who one day when Nancy Astor, another MP, said to him “Winston, if I were your wife I would put poison in your coffee”, “Nancy”, he replied “If I were your husband, I would drink it.” Perhaps the Baker had burnt all the doughnuts - Pharaoh’s favourite pudding - when he’d been frying them.  All we know is that Pharaoh is angry, but these two blokes are in luck because once they are thrown in jail they are assigned to Joseph (v. 4) and Joseph treats them well, he looks after them & is concerned for them.  In v. 6 he sees them looking dejected the morning after their dreams and he asks them in v.7 “Why are you so sad today?”  Even in prison, Joseph is remembering God and treating his neighbour as he would like to be treated himself.  

2)
The future is clear
The two men are sad because there is no-one to interpret these crazy dreams that they’ve had. Joseph makes it very clear that any interpretations of dreams belong to God (v.8) because God is the only one who knows us well enough to unravel the inner workings of our minds.  When Chris suddenly shouts at me, as he did the other night in his sleep, “Are you ok, Sarah, are you ok?” and I wake up and say, rather confusedly, “Yes, why?” and he says “Oh I thought your legs were floating in the air”,  I have NO idea what’s going on in his head, and neither does he when I tell him about it in the morning.  God knows us though even better than we know ourselves, He also knows the future and that is why He can give Joseph such an accurate interpretation of the dreams and reveal what is about to happen to the cupbearer and the baker.

So, let’s look at the dreams.  What was the first dream, the cupbearer’s dream, with the three branches, and the blossoms and the grapes all about? (Look at v. 12 onwards).  So, this is a good dream, the cupbearer is going to be reinstated to his position in three days time.  Hooray!!  

Now, did you notice the response of the baker to the interpretation?  It’s very interesting.  v. 16.  This gives us some insight into the mind of the baker.  He’s not actually interested in the truth, is he?  He’s interested in getting a “nice” interpretation to his dream.  Once he’s seen Joseph give a “favourable” interpretation to his mate, the cupbearer, he asks Joseph what he makes of his dream about the baskets of bread.  Now, the baker’s dream does not indicate quite such a rosy future, but Joseph doesn’t falter.  In v. 18 he just plunges right on in there and tells the baker the bad news that in 3 days’ time he’s going to be hanged by Pharaoh.  What a nightmare for Joseph.  If you’re a doctor you have to break bad news to people all the time, that they are going to die, or their relatives have died, and you get trained for that.  Joseph was just a teenage boy who had gone from being a slave to being a prisoner. He had no counselling experience, and yet here he was bravely telling the baker the truth that in 3 days’ time he would be hanging from a tree with vultures eating his flesh.  He could’ve lied, but he told the truth even when the truth was horrible.

So, the future is clear,  because God is in control of the future & God makes it clear.

How is this all relevant to us?

Let’s go back to our first point. The king is angry.  Yes he is.  Not just the king of Egypt, but the King of the whole world, Jesus Christ.  He is angry at the sin that He sees in my life and the sin He sees in yours. It offends Him just like Pharaoh was offended in v. 1.  In Ezekiel 33 it says “Our offences and our sins weigh us down”.  Just like the cupbearer and the baker, we deserve to be punished for the way we have made the King angry.  

2 options - serve or die

And we see from Genesis 40 that we are faced with 2 options, we either serve the King & are set free or we come under His justified anger & die.  

Serve God

So, how do we make sure that we take the right option?  Kate Moss this week has booked herself into Meadows Clinic, Phoenix Arizona for £2,250 a night.  It said in the Times on Thursday “Addicts are encouraged to admit that they are powerless…they are encouraged to admit the nature of their wrongs….Moss will be told that her self-centredness has to be replaced.”  This is all in a bid to set herself free from her drug addiction.   

We are all addicts to sin; sinning is our default mechanism; we love doing it and we can’t stop doing it.   Praise God it doesn’t cost us £2,250 a night to get set free from our sin addiction- it cost HIM His Son, but it’s free for us if we replace our self-centredness with Jesus-centredness. 

If we admit that we are powerless, if we face up to the things we’ve done wrong and turn away from them & to Him, Jesus will forgive us.  We need to stop serving ourselves and start serving the King.  

Now, many of you have already made that decision to serve the King, which is fantastic - you are set free.  But we need to keep making it on a daily basis, keep denying ourselves (with His strength) and keep choosing to serve Him.

Remember God

Serving the King is all about remembering Him in everything we do, in all that happens to us, thinking of Him and what His opinion would be of what we are doing.  Did you see in the passage the way that Joseph asked the cupbearer to remember him (v.14) but that he forgets Joseph (v. 23).  We must remember God when we’re on the football pitch and we’ve just scored a goal - give thanks to Him for the gifts He’s given you and the joy of sport, remember that He’s watching your attitude, your language, your temper during the game.  Do you remember God when your out with your friends at a party and everyone else is just getting off with people, so why shouldn’t you start snogging that really nice boy or girl that likes you?  Have you remembered God in that situation? No, you’ve offended the King.  

Get Sorted with God!

If you’ve not made that decision to turn to Jesus, or there are large areas of your life where you know you are not serving Him, get it sorted now.  Why?  Because God is in control of your life, not you.  We see from this passage that death can come on us very quickly - the baker had just 3 days to live when Joseph told him the meaning of his dream.  You could walk out of here and get hit by a bus.   Those boys from Wokingham, ½ an hour from here, who got stabbed recently were  just 14 and 16 years old. Death is a reality however old or young we are and God has made the future clear to us, just as he did to the cupbearer and baker. What do we know about our future?  Hebrews 9:27.  We are all going to die and then face judgement.  If we are following Jesus, our sins are taken away and we will have salvation - we will go to heaven and serve the King forever.  If we are not, then the King’s anger remains on us and we will be punished.  

Silence for a moment to think through areas of our life where we are not serving or remembering God, or if we’ve never made that decision to think about what we’ve heard tonight.

Group discussion:
HOW JOSEPH POINTS TO JESUS

WORK IT THROUGH
How did you find the talk?  Do you have any questions or comments?

· Read Luke 23 v. 32-43.  How does this reflect what we read in Genesis 40?

· Jesus (who is innocent of crime) is imprisoned  with two guilty men (v.32)

· The two criminals have very different paths to tread, like the cupbearer and baker; one is heading for destruction because of the way he insults Jesus (v. 39) and the other is going to be saved (v. 43).  

· God has clear knowledge of future events - Jesus knows that the criminal will die, and will be with Him in paradise (v. 43)

· Talk about how fantastic it is the way Joseph clearly points us to Christ!

· Verse 39 talks about one of the criminals “hurling insults at Jesus”.  How might we insult Jesus with the way we live our lives?  

· Explore this with them.  Encourage them to be honest about ways that they have insulted Jesus, so the discussion isn’t completely theoretical.  

· You may want to kick off the discussion by admitting an area where you have insulted Jesus.

· What hope is there for us if we’ve insulted Jesus?

· Go back to what I will cover in the talk about confessing our sins to God and living a life of Jesus-centredness rather than self-centredness.

Joseph’s encounter with the cupbearer was to change his life completely, as we will see in future weeks.  How is Jesus our cupbearer who can change our lives completely?  

· See Luke 22 v. 42 

· The cup of God’s anger at the way we’ve insulted Him has been dealt with at the cross, so we know that we are completely safe from it if we’re trusting in Jesus’ death in our place (you may want to look at Isaiah 51 v. 22 if they don’t work out what the cup holds).

In Genesis 40 v. 19, Joseph does not shy away from telling the Baker the bad news, even though he has come to Joseph expecting a favourable interpretation.  How is this an example to us?

-
We can often be tempted not to tell people the bad news that they are sinners and are heading for spiritual death and punishment if they do not turn to Jesus.  Joseph is not prepared to cover up the truth which God has revealed to him, just to make the Baker feel better.    The bad news is also vital for making the good news make sense!!!  Why would we need forgiveness if we’ve never sinned?!!

