From zero to hero

Sunday 18th September
Genesis 39: 1-6

Last week we met Joseph – a 17 year old lad. He had 11 brothers who were very jealous of him, as he was the favourite son. They also felt threatened by the dreams that Joseph had, which predicted that Joseph would one day be in a position of authority over his brothers. In fact, they became so jealous and filled with hate that they wanted to get rid of him. They plotted to kill him, but changed their minds at the last minute. Instead, they sold him as a slave. They took his coat from him and dipped it in animal’s blood. They then went back to their father, Jacob, and told him Joseph must have been killed by wild animals.

The slave traders took Joseph to Egypt where they sold him on to a man called Potiphar. Potiphar was one of the King of Egypt’s officials – a high –ranking civil servant who was in charge of the King’s guards. Potiphar was in important man.

Just imagine for a moment what that must have been like for Joseph. You’re 17. You’ve got your whole life ahead of you. You are the favoured son of a wealthy landowner. Suddenly all of that is taken away from you. Your brothers – your own flesh and blood – sell you to some strangers at the roadside. You are carted off to a foreign land, forced to work for somebody you don’t know. You would be feeling pretty hacked off and depressed. You’d be angry and desperate. The sting of betrayal and the loss of your freedom would leave you feeling hurt, trapped, and alone. You might believe that you life was ruined. You might wonder ‘Where is God in this situation? Why has he allowed this to happen?’

Well, let’s find out what did happen Joseph. Genesis: 39: 1-6

Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. Potiphar, and Egyptian who was one of Pharaoh’s officials, the captain of the guard, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had taken him there.

The LORD was with Joseph and he prospered, and he lived in the house of his Egyptian master. When his master saw that the LORD was with him and that the LORD gave him success in everything he did, Joseph found favour in his eyes and became his attendant. Potiphar put him in charge of his household, and he entrusted to his care everything he owned. From the time he put him in charge of his household and of all that he owned, the LORD blessed the household of the Egyptian because of Joseph. The blessing of the LORD was on everything Potiphar had, both in the house and in the field. So he left in Joseph’s care everything he had with Joseph in charge, he did not concern himself with anything except the food he ate.

Joseph arrives as a bog-standard slave and ends up in charge of everything that Potiphar owned! It’s bit like one of you going to work for Roman Abramovich, the owner of Chelsea football club. At first you are told to clean the loos and do the washing up in the canteen at Stamford Bridge. But Abramovich is so impressed by you that he ends up letting you run the whole football club. Abramovich takes a back seat and leaves you in charge of anything. It’s an amazing rags to riches story. From the most desperate of beginnings, Joseph’s life changes to become a story of success. There are two things that I think that we can really take away from the passage:

1. God can use ANY situation for His glory

2. Joseph’s life pointed people to God

God can use any situation

God didn’t abandon Joseph when he was sold as a slave. Look at verse 2: ‘The LORD was with Joseph..’ This is a phrase that we will see again and again in the story of Joseph. God had a purpose for Joseph’s life, and God used the situation that Joseph was in to bring about his plan. 

There is a wonderful verse at the end of Genesis where Joseph sees his brothers again. He forgives them for their past actions, but points out that God was in control all along. He turns to them and says:

“You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.”

You’ll have to come back to Y@S for the rest of the term to find out how Joseph manages to save many lives. But in the meantime, let’s remember that God can use any situation for His glory. This is a theme throughout the Bible.

Romans 8:28  in the New Testament says

“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him…”

So maybe you are facing a tough situation at the moment. But you can be sure that God has a plan for your life and if you let him, he will use the situation you are in to bring about good.

Or maybe there are areas of your life where you have shut God out. In all the situations that we face – whether at home, at school, at church, at work, or with our friends – God longs to use all areas of your life for his glory. Are you holding back from letting God fulfill His plans for every aspect of your life?

Joseph’s life pointed people to God

Joseph arrived at Potiphar’s house having been rejected and betrayed by his brothers. Any therapist would have a field day about coming from such a dysfunctional family. Joseph could have gone off the rails, turned to crime, become a bit of bad boy, or perhaps less exciting – he could have just given up on life and decided that he couldn’t care less about doing well at his job. But he didn’t do any of things. He obviously knuckled down and was obedient. He worked hard, even at the menial and boring stuff. Look at verse 3: there was no doubt in Potiphar’s mind that God was responsible for Joseph’s success. Joseph’s life pointed to God. What a powerful witness!

Joseph is an amazing example of someone who served God through their work. And that’s what we should all be doing – serving God in whatever we do. Colossians 3.23 (in the NT) says: ‘Whatever, you do, work at with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men..” Although Joseph is a good model for us to follow, we have a better – a perfect - example in Jesus. Whereas Joseph was forced to become a servant, Jesus voluntarily gave up his place in Heaven to serve us, and ultimately, to die for us:

Philippians 2: 5-8

“Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who being the very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death – even death on a cross!”

If we are grateful for what Jesus has done for us, we should be trying to serve him in every area of our lives – whether it’s at our Saturday job at Debenhams, or if we are a volunteer at crèche, or if we are doing some school or college work, or just helping out at home. Are we prepared to go the extra mile?

Our lives are a bit like a compass – the way we behave can point people to God – or we can point people in a completely different direction. This is especially true when we let the compass needle point at us – so we get the glory, instead of giving it to God. 

Some of you may have heard of the triple jumper, Jonathan Edwards. During a really low point in his career he asked himself about his Christian faith. This what he said

I think my experience in the 1992 Olympics was the first real crisis I had faced as a Christian, independent from living at home. At that time I thought, Do I really believe this? Am I really going to go for it 100 per cent, come what may, win or lose? Is God first? Am I going to glorify him and give my best to him, regardless of results? From that point of view, it was crucial and laid a foundation for the following years in athletics.
They are good questions to ask ourselves, don’t you think: Is God first? Am I going to glorify him and give my best to him, regardless of results?
We are going to think about this issues a bit further, with some group discussion.
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