Sunday 14th December 2003

“Bull’s Eye” How’s Does God Masterplan End?
Being a Christian Ain’t Easy…


Well done for getting this far!! We're now at the end of our overview of the Bible. We've looked at the main themes of the Bible and we've come to the last of them. In fact we're going to look at the last book - the Book of Revelation - right at the end of your Bibles. Now some of you might have heard or read bits of this book before. It often sounds quite weird - lots of people and lots of places you've never heard of, strange language and strange events. We're not going to look at the whole book obviously but we're going to look at bits which tell us why it was written and something of what it teaches.


You've got to remember that when this book was written, about 50 or so years after Jesus was crucified, many Christians were suffering because of their faith - they were being discriminated against, isolated and in many instances imprisoned or executed because they insisted on following Jesus. Can you imagine that? Can you imagine it today? Someone comes knocking on your door "…heard he's a Christian …torture…final chance to admit that this Jesus is nothing more than a dead teacher." Days later…executed - he's refused to deny that Jesus is Lord. You're devastated and you're also worried that you could be next. What do you do..?


Well that was about 2000 years ago - you might think that it's different now, but it's not in some places …we know that Christians are being tortured and killed for their faith in some parts of the world, like South Korea and Burma, TODAY.


And what about this country? What about us? I guarantee that if you're a Christian then at some stage in your life you will suffer for being a Christian. Maybe it will be friends ditching you because you won’t join in with something you know to be wrong. May be it will be bullying or cheating, getting wasted or having sex before you are married.  Maybe later on you won’t get the job you wanted because it's clear from your interview that you're a Christian. Maybe it will be promotion at work. As a Christian God tells people that they will suffer for what they believe. So what does the Bible say to these people and what does it say to us?

Check out Revelation


Now this whole book is about a vision that was given to a guy called John - one of the apostles

In chapters 2-3 of this book, John is given letters to write down from God to various churches, many of whom are suffering at that time. John must have felt desperate as not only was he suffering but he knew of many others that were as well.


Now remember Frodo in the Lord of the Rings, which we watched b4 the talk - what did he see in that pool of water that Galadriel the elf took him too? Did he just see a reflection of himself? 

He saw a vision. And was this vision was of the past, present and future according to Galadriel. The problem was that he saw things that were going to happen and he was frightened because he didn't know how it was all going to turn out. Well the book of Revelation is also a vision but this time it's for real. 

This guy John is given a vision of things that were already happening and things that were going to happen in the future. The difference here is that God shows him how it is going to turn out, which is good news for us because this is something vital for us to know as Christians.
Where is God When There is Loads Of Suffering Going on?

Check out Revelation 4 v. 1-2 So, John sees a throne in heaven and there is a King on the throne. In heaven it is THE King - John sees a vision of God. When a King sits on his throne it is a sign that he is in control. And this is what John is seeing. Even during this time of terrible suffering for Christians, GOD IS IN CONTROL. Christians are suffering and dying in various places in the world, evil people get what they want by lying and threatening, at school and at work Christians may be getting bullied, Christians lose out on jobs because they won’t break rules. Does God know what is going on? Does He care? Oh yes - GOD IS IN CONTROL. Do you remember right at the beginning of this series when Sarah was talking about what the Bible was all about she said that the whole book was about God's plan to save us - it was all about Jesus - and then soon after we heard about what a mess we had made of the world and how we had spoilt all of the things and relationships that God had created? Remember that? Even then God was in control  - He promised the serpent-crusher , the one who would defeat evil. We've learnt that that was Jesus - God Himself. Everything He has promised has happened - that's what we've been talking about for the last 2 months - evidence of God keeping His promises


You can be sure that when John saw that vision of God on the throne he knew what it meant. He remembered the promises of Jesus and realised that God knew what He was doing. And as we come to the end of our Bible overview that's something that we hope you will remember too: God has always kept His promises and He's going to continue to keep his promises.

If you're a Christian maybe you're struggling to tell people you're a Christian or act like a Christian especially when you're out with your mates, or maybe you keep doing something which you know is wrong but you find it really hard to deal with the temptation. Maybe you can think of this - however hard it is, whatever happens when we stand up for God, GOD IS IN CONTROL. Has he failed to keep any promises so far? NO and he's not going to either.


So what does this last book of the Bible show us about what God is promising at the very end to the world? Well we're going to look at 2 important things that God showed to John in these visions.

He showed John:

1. Judgement is real

2. Heaven is real
Judgement is real

Firstly, let's look at what God says about judgement. Remember that one of the 1st things that God shows John is a vision of God on the throne. The problem with the whole human race is that we've decided that God isn't going to be in charge of our lives - we've decided to take the crown off God's head and put it on our own. We say "I'm in charge of my life - I decide what I do - I decide what's right for me and what's wrong for me". Remember Adam and Eve…that's what they did. Remember what the Devil told them you can find it in Genesis 3 vs 2-3


Remember that the word "knowing" here means "deciding" good and evil. They wanted to be like God as the passage says. We've all done the same and just like in the Garden of Eden God is not going to turn around and say "Well, never mind, eh. You do your thing and I'll do mine and we'll sort things out eventually". No, God JUDGES Adam and Eve and He PUNISHES them as a result. Why do you think it will be any different for us? Well here in Revelation God again gives John a vision to show John what will happen to those who stand against God.


Check out Rev 18 vs 21-24:
(Jargon Buster -  Babylon is the name that this book gives to everything in the world that stands against God)

So what is going to happen to Babylon - in other words what's going to happen to everything that stands against God? God is going to destroy it FOREVER "never to be found / heard / shine again". And it's not just people in the world that God will judge and destroy - He goes on to show John that He will eventually destroy the Devil himself.

Check out Rev 20 vs 10

All these weird things like the beast and the false prophet were other names for powers or ideas that stood against God. God shows John that they will all fail and all be destroyed. This "lake of burning sulphur" sounds terrible – a picture of hell.


So God tells John that everything that stands in His way will eventually be destroyed and that includes the Devil himself. They may have some power over us now - we see plenty of evil still don't we? It's not just things like murder or drug dealing which are obvious, but also anything that stands in the way of our relationship with God. God sees that as evil and it must be destroyed.


Judgement sounds terrible and it is.

BUT it is also fantastic news.


What would you feel like if Ian Huntley had been let off for murdering Holly Wells and Jessican Chapman? You'd be furious wouldn't you? What if you knew them or knew their family - how angry would you be? Of course you would because he MUST be punished. If he isn't then there is NO justice. Remember what God promises - He says justice and judgement are REAL. The problem is this - the Bible clearly says that if we haven't accepted the forgiveness that Jesus is offering us it is going to be US who are judged.


But the other great thing about God's judgement is that if we have been forgiven for the things that we've done wrong, it will let us have a perfect relationship with God again.

That leads us to God's next promise…

Heaven is Real


Now John gets another vision and this time it is of a perfect place - it's a vision of heaven.

Think Tank - What are your views of heaven?

OK let's look at what the Bible says heaven is really like.


Remember how things were in the beginning – perfect relationships between everything and everyone.  Then Adam and Eve disobeyed God - all God's perfect relationships were wrecked.

But remember God wants to restore those perfect relationships again. The Bible says heaven is going to be like Eden - the perfect creation that God has planned.  It is only possible for God to bring about this perfect creation and the place where this happens is HEAVEN.


We've already heard that evil will be completely destroyed. Heaven will be us living in a perfect relationship with God FOREVER. Just as evil will be destroyed forever so a perfect heaven will go on forever.

We then split into small groups to look at different aspects of heaven.  You can download the different studies from this site and check out these different aspects for yourself.


Maybe you're still thinking that heaven doesn't sound all that great. If that's the case then it's probably because you haven't grasped exactly what it's all about. Heaven is like the best thing you could ever imagine. Just imagine looking forward to something really special - you know how excited you get about football or Christmas…really excited/happy all the time as we wait for that day…Are you imagining it? That's how every second will be in heaven. We were designed to be with God and that's exactly what heaven is about. Not some floaty angel playing a harp and singing funny music in a funny voice - that's not heaven.
Wrapping It All Up
The Bible ends with this book - Revelation - a vision given to a man whose people were suffering because they insisted that Jesus Christ was who He said He was - God. And so God tells him that this is not going to go on forever and God showed him what was going to happen. That's what we've learnt this evening. We've learnt that:

·
God is IN CONTROL even when things in the world seem to be going really wrong

·
God has already defeated the Devil and everything evil although we still see its influence today. But at some point God is going to end this world and then evil will be defeated for good.

·
God is going to judge everyone who stands against Him and He will punish them forever in a place Christians call Hell.

·
BUT Jesus took the punishment we deserve for all the things that we've done wrong so that when that time comes God will look at us and consider us as His friends not His enemies IF and only if we accept the forgiveness that He offers us. That means that we can have a relationship with God now, but also a perfect relationship with God when we die or when this world ends, which ever comes first. That perfect relationship is in a place called HEAVEN where we will have REAL bodies and a REAL world - a bit like this world but PERFECT

Think it Thru
·
So we have a choice to make - we can take what we can get now, live in this imperfect world, do our own thing, live for ourselves not for God. We can make sure that what we've heard makes no difference to the way we live our lives. And sure enough most people in this world will take that option. But it will come to an end and God will keep His promise - those people will be punished forever.

·
Or we can follow the example of the "elders" in the first of John's visions that we talked about, who took the crowns off their own heads and lay them before the throne of God. We can realise that we've failed God, accept the forgiveness that God offers and follow Jesus - changing our lives so that nothing stands in the way of God and me. And when this life comes to an end God will keep His promise - and we will live with Him forever.

BIBLE STUDY

Group 1:  The New Temple - God's new relationship with people in heaven

Read Genesis Chapter 1 vs 26-27:
What was special about God's relationship with people?


Made in God's image / pinnacle of God's creation
Now read Chapter 3 vs 8-10
What happens when Adam and Eve hear God? Vs 8


They hide

Why do they do this? Vs 10


They're afraid

Now look at Revelation Ch 21 vs 3 and Ch 21 vs 22
In heaven will God and men be separated?


No God will LIVE WITH his people and "be their God"

Remember that when John was writing only the High Priest could go and "visit" God, once a year in the temple. Where is the temple going to be in heaven and what does this mean?


Everyone in heaven is going to be in such a close relationship with God all the time - the "temple" is no longer necessary - there's no need to visit God because God will be with His people all the time for ever.

Group 2: The New Jerusalem - God's people's relationship with each other in heaven

Read Genesis Chapter 2 vs 18, 20b-25

What is man's relationship with other people and in particular between husband and wife?


Chosen by God / perfect match / perfect marriage

Now read Chapter 3 vs 7, 11-12, 16
Do these show a perfect relationship between men and women? If not, what has gone wrong


Vs7:

naked and ashamed (made coverings cf Ch 2 vs 25)


Vs 11-12:
arguing and passing blame


Vs 16:

desire for husband becomes unnatural - desiring his role as well as needing him and so balance between man and wife is destroyed

Now read what heaven will be like:

Revelation Chapter 21 vs 2

How is heaven described in this verse?


A Holy City

Who is going to be in that City and will they start falling out like in the Garden of Eden?

Revelation 7 vs 9


All sorts of people from every country and background
Revelation 21 vs 27


Nothing impure and no-one who is "shameful or deceitful" will ever enter heaven.

Group 3: The New Creation - the relationship between people and God's Creation

Read Genesis Chapter 1 vs 26 and Chapter 2 vs 15
What is man's role in creation?


Rule over it / care for it / work in it
Now read Chapter 3 vs 17-19
Is creation now the perfected creation He designed?


Ground is cursed - famine, natural disasters / painful to work the land / thorns and thistles / sweat / DIE
What is the relationship like in heaven?

Revelation 21 vs 4-5a


No more suffering, pain, death - all the things that happened after Adam and Eve's disobedience will NEVER happen again.

What will our bodies be like and what will creation be like?

Read 1 Corinthians Chapter 15 vs 35-44 - passage about what our bodies will be like in heaven

We will have real physical bodies but this time they will be perfect. Our earthly bodies must die (like a seed vs 36-8) but they will become something far better in heaven (vs42-44).We will all still be different but this time perfect (vs 41).

Read Revelation Chapter 22 vs 1-3 - passage about what creation will be like in heaven

(compare Genesis Chapter 2 vs 8-10)

The Creation will be physical as well but again it will be perfect. It will be like this world only perfect. Point to the similarity between heaven and Eden described in Genesis 2. Heaven is Eden as God meant it to be before people messed up.
