Devil and Assurance

We can be forgiven

1st June 2003
For those of you who weren’t able to come along, you missed a top talk by Liz on assurance and the things we can be assured of if we are Christians.

1
We have assurance that all of our sins can be forgiven (and that means all!)

·
Check out 1 John 1 v. 9 – “If we confess our sins (i.e. tell God about them and own up to them) he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (i.e. the bad stuff blocking our relationship with him.)

·
Micah 7 v. 19 puts God’s forgiveness like this – “You will again have compassion on us; you will tread our sins underfoot and will hurl all our wrong doings into the depths of the sea”   WOW!!!!!! Awesome stuff!!
·
Also have a butchers are Psalm 103 v. 11-12 which talks about God’s love for us and what he has done with the sins of those who love him.

2
We have assurance that the Christian life is worth it 

We split into small groups to have a look at the ways in which it is worth following Jesus and came up with a hulking great list!!!
·
God gives shed loads of blessings (good thangs) to those who love and follow Him.  Romans 10 v. 11-12 tells us about this – check it out for yourself! 

·
1 John 3 v. 1 tells us that God has lavished his love on us and we become his children – we are put into the most intimate relationship imaginable with the Creator of the world because of His love (not because of anything we have done) if we accept him as number 1 in our lives.

·
If we believe in Jesus we will be given eternal life – the Bible doesn’t say we may be given eternal life, or might get it, but we WILL be given life without end in perfect heaven if we trust in Jesus – see John 3 v. 16-18.

·
We have peace with God – Romans 4 v. 25-5 v.1 tells us all about this (Somethang to get your head around -  The word “justified” means we are made right with God, put back into a right relationship with him – we have all bodged up our relationship with God by sinning and pushing him out of our lives.  A way to remember what justified means is – it’s just as if I’d never sinned.)
3)
We have assurance of salvation and eternal life

NICE ONE!!!!!

·
God promises that nothing at all can separate us from his love if we love him because his love is so awesome – see Romans 8 v. 38 for a mega explanation of this fact.

·
Check out John 10 v. 38 and Hebrews 2 v. 14 for further mighty promises and realities about life and death.

Liz finished by telling us that we needed to respond to what Jesus had done for us by accepting his death on the cross for our sins – where he took the punishment that we deserve for our rebellion against him – so that we could be receivers of all the promises we had looked at and have that assurance of eternal life.

There is a little ABC thang to help us through this decision:

WE HAVE:

A)
Assurance that all of our sins can be forgiven…if we Accept that we have failed God and need his forgiveness

B)
Assurance that the Christian life is worth is …if we are thinking about choosing to Believe in Jesus

C)
Assurance of salvation and eternal life …if we Commit our lives to following Jesus.

