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Exploding the myth:  Christianity is sexist
Good evening!  It’s great to see you all this evening and very exciting to be here taking part in your series on exploding myths about Christianity. This evening I am going to be exploding the myth that Christianity is sexist.  I’ve had a great time preparing this talk and learnt lots myself while I’ve been reading and studying – it’s a huge topic and this evening will only just scratch the surface. I hope that you will go away feeling inspired to find out more for yourselves  about what the bible says on the subject.  

When I’m not doing these kinds of talks and have some free time, I do a little bit of teaching and the subject I teach will undoubtedly be your favourite subject at school – that’s right – French.  Well I don’t know if any of you have learnt any French, or in fact German or Spanish – one of the first things you will learn is that all nouns, that is objects have a gender – they are either male or female.  I recently heard about a teacher who asked his class to decide whether computer – that’s ordinateur in French – was masculine or feminine  - he split the class into two groups, one male, one female and asked for their conclusions.  Well the girls decided that computers must be male – why?  

· In order to get their attention, you have to turn them on 

· They have a lot of data but they are still clueless 

· They are supposed to help you solve problems, but half the time they ARE the problem 

· As soon as you commit to one, you realize that if you'd waited a little longer, you could have got a better model. 

The boys decided that computers must be female:  why?  Well:

· No one but their creator understands their internal logic 

· The native language they use to communicate with other computers is incomprehensible to everyone else 

· Even the smallest mistakes are stored in long-term memory for possible later retrieval 

· As soon as you make a commitment to one, you find yourself spending half your money on accessories for it.

Male and female  - we can all have quite different ideas about what that may mean!!  But what does the bible have to say about it? Are men and women the same or are they different?  Do men and women have the same roles or not? Are women superior to men, or is it the other way round?  And does what the bible have to say fit with what the world around us is telling us is the truth?  I hope that we will have a chance to think about some of that this evening.  

We’re going to start by looking at a passage in the book of Galatians.   We’re going to look at Galatians 3 v 26 – 28:

You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptised into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.  There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

So let’s just start by getting one thing absolutely straight.  The bible – God’s word - tells us that the most important thing in life is our relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.  If we’ve put our faith in him, if we know that we are adopted into God’s family through faith in His son, then we are all the same.  There is no difference in God’s eyes between men or women, boys or girls, English or Egyptian, French or Finnish African or American,.  It’s not important.  What matters is our relationship with the Lord Jesus.  If you don’t remember anything else from what I say this evening, then please go away remembering that!  So no one can feel smug, no one can congratulate themselves for having been born either male or female – what matters is whether we’ve been born again – adopted into God’s family. It is only  that which makes any difference between people: have they put their faith in one person – the Lord Jesus Christ.

The man writing this letter to some people in a place called Galatia had that faith:  it was this faith that had changed Paul from a disrespecter of women and a hater of Christians to the man who could write these words – there is neither male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

Let’s just think about Paul for a moment, and about the world that he lived in.  Why would he have grown up with a view that women were inferior to men?  What was it like for a man or woman to live at that time.?   You might not be surprised to hear that for women then, life was  quite different.  Let’s try and imagine for a minute what it would have been like to be alive at a time like this for boys and girls:  well first of all, you could forget a meeting like this, with boys and girls together studying the scriptures in the same place, talking about it together – no, women were very firmly kept at home, they had no time for religious instruction and no role at all in that – so girls, you would all have to go home, and so would I because as a woman there’s no way I would have been able to teach other people God’s word.  Now let’s just imagine we do all leave, so however many girls we are, at this very moment, we get up and go home, but on our way we see an accident on the street outside, or some crime committed.  Well surely the policeman is going to come along and take a statement from us, after all we are eye witnesses. Actually, no the policeman won’t do that because as women our testimony wouldn’t be accepted in a court of law – we would be seen as inferior to men and can’t be witnesses.  And there’s no point thinking, well that’s outrageous, I’m going to tell my friends at school tomorrow and we’re going to get up a petition.  You can forget that, because girls wouldn’t have been educated – their role was in the home and nowhere else, so there was no point them getting an education.

I wonder if you girls are feeling quite annoyed by now – and guys if you’re sitting there feeling smug – well don’t worry because your turn will come!

Because, not surprisingly, everything changed when Jesus appeared on the earth.  At the time that Jesus was born women were seen very  much as inferior to men, second class citizens if you like.     But we’re going to find out that Jesus changed the way that women would be treated.    

There are loads of accounts in the four gospels of the way in which Jesus treated women  - in a way that was radically different to the expectation of the time and I’m just going to really quickly try and deal with a few examples of that.    Next time you’re reading your bible and you see an account of the positive way in which Jesus dealt with women, try to remember this was completely alien to the culture  of the time.

So, to look at a few examples, let’s start by thinking about the birthday we just celebrated  last month – can anyone remember whose birthday it was?  the birth of Jesus! The birth that was so significant that the year we live in now dates from that time.  Who was it announced to those 2000 years ago?  

The angel said to her, do not be afraid Mary, you have found favour with God.  You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus.  He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.  (Luke 1 v 30 – 32)
Jesus’ birth was announced to a woman. 

When Jesus grew up and became an adult, time and again we read that he treated women as of equal worth with men.  He didn’t exclude them from his teaching, but included them and invited them to follow him.  He considered their friendship just as important as friendship with men.  He even spoke to them in a way that shocked his disciples; you might know the story of the Samaritan woman who he spoke to in John 4:  he offers her ‘living water… welling up to eternal life.’  Not exactly the words of someone who wasn’t interested in the saving of women.  Then there’s the widow he meets when she is on her way to bury her son: not only has her husband died, but now her son is dead too and the bible tells us in Luke 7 that when Jesus saw her


His heart went out to her, and he said “don’t cry”.

Later on in that chapter you can read the account of the ‘sinful woman’ – most people think that means she was a prostitute, who poured really expensive perfume over Jesus’ feet.  He says to her 


Your faith has saved you; go in peace

You see for Jesus, the salvation and forgiveness of women was just as important as the salvation of men.  He invited women to follow him, taught them the scriptures and praised them for their faith.  He used them as illustrations in his parables: you might have come across the parable of the wise and foolish virgins, or the women who had lost a coin.  Jesus  spoke to women from all areas of society – rich, poor, respectable members of the community and prostitutes and outcasts, widows, mothers, daughters.  This was certainly not a man who saw women as inferior.  The bible records the name of the women who were present at Jesus’ crucifixion:  there aren’t any men named who were there, but the women are named in John chapter 19.  

And guys, do you remember that I  warned you not to get smug? Jesus had a lot to say about the way men treated women.   He didn’t think it was acceptable for a woman to be treated like an object or possession – he taught that it was wrong for men to look at women in a lustful way, treating them as objects rather than people,  so all the equivalents in those days of magazines like FHM and Loaded – well Jesus told his followers that those sorts of images of women were wrong and degrading. 

Not only that, but Jesus taught how important marriage was – how men couldn’t just get married, then divorce their wife and marry someone else just because they were getting a bit bored, or because their wife wasn’t quite as attractive as when they first got married.

Marriage, and the role of a husband loving and caring for his wife was to be seen as extremely important. 

And just to finish thinking about these examples.  If you had some fantastically good news, who would be the first person you would tell?  I bet you would wait and tell your closest friends first wouldn’t you.  After Jesus’ death, who were the first people that Jesus appeared to after the resurrection?  It was the women who Jesus appeared to first.  It wasn’t just because he happened to bump into them before the others.  No, he gave them this great honour of being the first to realise the fantastic news that Jesus had kept his word.  He had risen again from the dead and he appeared to the women first and told them to go and tell the disciples the news.   Do you really think Jesus would have given such an honoured role to people he thought were inferior?  

– no, women were to be treated as equally valid and important, and of just the same worth as a man.  

And I guess Jesus knew what he was talking about, because not only was Jesus man, but he was also God.  And God of course was the one who made men and women in the first place.  Throughout the bible, whenever Jesus or any of his apostles talk about men and women, they often refer back to Genesis.  Could somebody just read Genesis 1 v27 and that should give us an idea of where the whole male / female issue started off.  

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him, male and female he created them.  Gen 1 v 27
God made man – that is human kind.  And he made males and females –both created in the image of God.   Both equally important.  

BUT and that but is in big capital letters.  BUT.  That does not mean they are exactly the same.  You don’t need me to stand here and explain to you the differences between boys and girls I am sure and I’m certainly not going to ask you to clarify it for me.  We all know that boys and girls, men and women, are different.  And as we read the gospels, the account of Jesus’ life, we will see that there are differences.   You’ll know for example that Jesus chose twelve disciples, or twelve apostles,  a very close group of followers who he taught very specifically:  after Jesus died it was the twelve apostles that carried on witnessing to Jesus, establishing the church, passing on Jesus’ teaching.  Their names?  Peter, John, James, Andrew, Philip, Thomas, Bartholomew, Matthew, James, Simon, Judas son of James, and Mattheus.  Do you notice anything about those names?  That’s right, they were all male!  

In a minute, in groups we’re going to look very briefly at Genesis, at where things were made perfect, with man and woman in a perfect relationship with God and with each other, just as God meant it to be.  But we will also be reminded that things have gone wrong.  You don’t need me to tell you that there can be difficulties between the sexes – that men can look down on women, abuse them, take advantage of them and so on.  Nor do you need me to tell you that women can treat men as inferior, they can nag, complain and criticize men and make them feel absolutely worthless.   We’re going to look at a passage in the bible that shows the right way for Christians to deal with each other, so that we don’t have to spend our whole lives involved in a horrid power struggle.  All of that is possible because of the Lord Jesus Christ  - do you remember that verse we read at the beginning?  As we finish, let’s just remind ourselves of that teaching:   

You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptised into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.  There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

