Sunday 30th November 2003
“Billboard?”

Has God Told us we Have a Part to Play in His Plan?

During this term at Y@S we have seen God’s awesome plan through His awesome book being unwrapped – it has all been about God trying to reverse the effects of the first time human beings rejected Him in the Garden of Eden.  After that had happened, God promised a serpent crusher and Liz told us last week that that serpent crusher was Jesus, who came to put into action God’s rescue plan for human beings.  So, the question we looked at tonight was, is it all down to God or have we got a part to play in this wonderful rescue plan?  


To find out the answer we had a look at 2 Corinthians 5 v. 14 – 6 v. 2.  It would be a great idea to check that out now and have it open as you look thru what is said below.  There are 3 things to get our heads around:

1)
How we have looked at Christ.

2)
What God has done through Christ.

      3)
      What we now are in Christ.
1)
How we have looked at Christ

We had a look at a picture of Jonny Wilkinson.  Everyone knew who he was.  A couple of months ago there was a picture of him in a “Guess the Celebrity” game at Y@S and only 1 person knew who he was.  Now, everyone knows him!  Jonny Wilkinson has not actually changed, but public opinion of him, since the rugby world cup, has changed.  Paul, the guy who wrote 1 Corinthians, talks about how his opinon of Jesus has completely changed as well.  Check out v. 16 – Paul says he regarded Jesus from a worldly point of view before.  What does that mean?  The world’s opinion is two things:

1)
What most people think, the general point of view.

2)
In the Bible, the world’s point of view is the point of view which is against God.

THINK SPOT – What do you/ your friends think about Jesus?


I know that a lot of my friends deny that Jesus was who He said He was (the Lamb of God, the Messiah, the King and the Son of God, as Liz told us last week.)  The world we live in tells us that we don’t need Jesus and He has no relevance to our lives.


If you haven’t yet made up your mind about Jesus, keep checking out His claims and finding out more about Him, ask questions and make inquiries.  


For all of us, there is a problem – we have all regarded Jesus from a worldly point of view, pushed Him out and not trusted Him.  Paul’s opinion of Jesus changed though.  Why was that?  Well, Paul saw what Jesus had actually done and he regarded Jesus from a different point of view – let’s look at what Paul saw now.
2)
What God has done through Christ
...God has Solved the Problem


The problem?  We have rejected Jesus and therefore our relationship with Him is broken.  Sounds pretty massive – is there a solution?  The awesome news is “Yes”.  Check out v. 19 – God has reconciled the world to Himself, meaning He has brought the world back into a relationship with Him – the broken relationship has been mended in Jesus.  How did that happen?  Check out v. 19 again – our sins are not counted against us.  So, we are set free from the penalty we deserve for ignoring God.

…By Taking the Punishment

v. 14 tells us that Jesus died for us all – so He died on our behalf taking the punishment we deserve.  MIND BLOWING!! We were Jesus’s enemies when He died on the cross for us but He loved us so much that He took the death penalty we should rightfully face for failing to trust God.

What We Now Are in Christ

Have a look at v. 21.  We know from last week’s talk that Jesus was God’s perfect lamb, the only man who has ever lived who was free from sin.  If Jesus was put on trial for rejecting God, He would be found “NOT GUILTY”, but He becomes sin, it says in v. 21, so that we might become the righteousness of God – in other words so that we might become like Jesus, someone with no sin and able to have a relationship with God.  Our identity has changed completely. At the cross, Jesus is treated as if He was you and me (full of sin) and we are treated as if we were Jesus (perfect).  AWESOME!!

But, not only does our identity change when we trust in Jesus, our whole purpose in life changes too. Spend some time looking at the Bible Study, which you can download from this site, to unpack your new identity and mission!

Challenge

·
If you don’t yet trust in Jesus, have a look through the passage again and make a note of all the things you are missing out on by not trusting in Him.  Have a look at 6 v. 2 – see it says that now is the time of God’s favour.  Make the decision to follow Jesus while you still can, before it is too late.
·
If you do trust in Jesus, you know you have a massively important, life-saving role to play to your friends and family who don’t trust in Jesus.  Think of one person you know who you would like to share God’s life-saving news with.  Pray for them regularly – write their name somewhere you go to everyday, like you bedroom mirror, or your phone.  Every time you see their name, pray for them.
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2 Corinthians 5 v. 14  - 6 v. 2
Read the passage thru again

New ID

Ø
What do you think it means to be “in” Christ  in verse 17? 

Ø
What are you if you are in Christ?

Ø
What has changed and why (remember what we learnt from verses 18, 19 and 21)?

Ø
Who has made this happen (look at verse 18)?

New Boss

Ø
Who should our lives be for?  What do you think this means on a day to day basis in your life?
New Role

Ø
There are 2 new roles that we have once we become Christians.  What are they and what does each role involve?  
Ø
What compels us to fulfil these roles?  What does “compel” mean?
Ø
How do you feel about these roles that God has given you?
Ø
How should these roles impact our friendships and relationships?
New Viewpoint

Ø
What should we avoid when looking at people?

Ø
What do you think this means (remember what we learnt about worldly viewpoints from the talk)? ( You may like to check out James 2 v. 1-4 p. 856 and Romans 3 v. 10-12 p. 794)

Ø
How does this tie in with our new roles?

2 Corinthians 5 v. 14 – 6 v. 2

14For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died.  15And he died for all that those who live should no longer live for themselves, but for him who died for them and was raised again.

16So from now on we regard no-one from a worldly point of view.  Though once we regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer.  17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!  18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:  19that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them.  And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.  20We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us.  We implore you on Christ’s behalf:  Be reconciled to God.  21God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

6 1As God’s fellow-workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain.  2For he says,

“In the time of my favour I heard you,

and in the day of salvation I helped you.”

I tell you, now is the time of God’s favour, now is the day of salvation.
