Sunday 23rd November 2003

“BUTCHERED, BURIED, BUT BACK”

What has Jesus got to do with the Old Testament?

So, we have reached the New Testament, in other words, that part of the Bible that was written after Jesus had lived on earth.

The passage we looked at tonight is John 1: 29 –50 – check it out!  The main characters are:

(1) Jesus
(2) John the Baptist - he was born around the same time as Jesus and had a special ministry of pointing people to Jesus;

(3) Two of John the Baptist's disciples, or followers, one of whom we know was called Andrew. 

(4) Andrew's brother, called Simon Peter,  Andrew and Simon Peter were both fishermen.

(5) Philip
(6) Philip's brother, called Nathanael

This is an amazing passage that teaches us loads of things about Jesus. In particular, there are 4 big things that we can learn:

Jesus is the Lamb of God, Jesus is the Son of God, Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus is the King
Jesus is the Lamb of God

Take a look at the words of John the Baptist at verse 29: "Look the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world."
Doesn't that sound like an odd thing to say? Calling someone God's sheep?

But when the people heard John describing Jesus like this, the wealth of Old Testament teaching, which was part of their background, would make them think of the  animals sacrificed at the Tabernacle for the sins of the people, and it would make them think of an earlier event: the Exodus from Egypt, when the Passover Lamb was used to set them free from slavery in Egypt.


Just as the Passover lamb died for the sins of others, so Jesus died as a substitute. It is no coincidence that Jesus died at Passover time (see John 19:31). The deliverance of the Israelites from Egypt pointed towards the greater deliverance that Jesus achieved on the cross. Jesus came to 'take away the sin of the world.' Jesus is the perfect sacrifice for our sins.


So when John says 'Look the Lamb of World', he is saying 'Look at Jesus, who has come to die for your sins.'

Jesus is the Son of God

Check out verse 32. This is John's testimony about what happened when Jesus was baptised. John the Baptist is describing what God said about Jesus. God testifies that Jesus is his son. The Gospel of Luke also records Jesus' baptism. [Luke 3 v. 21-22]

God promised in the Old Testament that there would be a future king who was far greater than King David, and that he would be also be 'a son of God'. 

Check out 2 Samuel  7 v. 12 – where  God is speaking to David:

That promise is being fulfilled in Jesus. God himself testifies that it is true.


Notice too, that it doesn't Nathanael very long to realise who Jesus is. Look at verse 49: 'You are the Son of God, you are the King of Israel.'
Jesus is the Messiah

Take a look at Andrew in this passage. Check out verse 40. The first thing Andrew does is to find his brother and say 'We have found the Messiah'.


'Messiah' is a Hebrew word which means 'anointed', or chosen. 'Christ' is the Greek for the same word. From the earliest times in the Old Testament, there is the idea that God will send his 'Chosen One' at point in history to rescue and redeem his people. The Messiah is the saviour of the people.


Andrew must have been incredibly excited about finding the One that the people of God had waited so long to see. He couldn't hide the excitement he felt about finding Jesus and was soon telling his brother about it and taking him to meet Jesus. 


Andrew highlights the importance of telling others what we've found out about Jesus and taking them to a place where they can meet him for themselves (Y@S might be just such a place!)

Look too at the words of Philip at verse 45. Philip recognises the fact that all the Old Testament prophecies about 'the Messiah' find their fulfilment in Jesus.

Jesus is the King

As we have already heard tonight, God promised King David that one of his descendants would have a kingdom that would last forever. The prophets also made it clear that this descendant of David would establish God's rule and introduce a new age in which the evil effects of the fall in the Garden of Eden are undone.


The miracles of Jesus point to the fact that he is that king. They are signs of a new creation that he has come to establish. But it is not an earthly kingdom, but a heavenly one.


Nathanael realised that Jesus was the new king, after he experienced the amazing insight that Jesus had into his life. Take a look at verse 47 onwards.

So Basically…
Jesus is the Lamb of God, Jesus is the Son of God, Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus is the King

Jesus fulfils the Old Testament prophecies.
God keeps His promises.

What’s That Got to do With me?

We need to ask ourselves….
Jesus is the Lamb of God, do we trust in His death on the cross?

Jesus is the Son of God, do we acknowledge His holiness?

Jesus is the Messiah, do we recognise His unique ability to save us?

Jesus is the King, are we bowing down to worsh
