All Right by God

Romans 1:17

8th May
Check out Romans 1:16 again and use the verse to job your memory about all we’ve looked at in the last 3 weeks at Y@S.

How would you explain Romans 1:16 to a non-Christian friend?

Now, we’re moving onto v.17 where Paul explains to us why the gospel is the power for salvation for everyone who believes: 

FOR or BECAUSE

“For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed”

What is God’s righteousness?

Look up these verses:

Psalm 1:5 - Opposite of sinners

1 Peter 2:24 - Opposite of sins

Nehemiah 9:8 - Keeps his promises.

Psalm 119:7 - Seen in the Law (10 commandments)

Psalm 145 :17 - In all his ways

Psalm 36:6 - Huge!

Isaiah 5:16 - Holiness

Isaiah 51:6 - Will never fail

1 Peter 3:18 - Seen in Jesus

To try and sum this up:

God’s righteousness = God’s perfection

Why do we need it?

Now, we might think that we’re alright.  We’ve never murdered anyone, people generally think of us as nice, we try our best and we sometimes give money to charity.  Now, if we were doing a tower of righteousness, what would it look like? Who would be at the top nearest to God (Mother Theresa perhaps?)  Who 

would be at the bottom nearest to the Devil (Hitler, perhaps?)

The Bible says this:  

Isaiah 64:6

Compared to that amazing perfection, that righteousness of God’s that we’ve just seen, even our good deeds, our righteous acts, are like filthy rags.  It’s very easy to think of ourselves as pretty darn good if we compare ourselves to Osama Bin Laden, or Adolf Hitler, but we’ve got to compare ourselves to God and measure up to His standards if we’re going to get to heaven.  We’ve got to be at the very TOP of the tower of righteousness, on the same level as Him.

Let’s picture that for a moment.  God can only share heaven with people who are perfect like Him, otherwise neither God nor heaven would be perfect.  What have we got to offer to God to let us into heaven? A few filthy rags, according the Isaiah 64:6.  And that’s just our GOOD deeds, not even all the bad, sinful stuff we all do. It’s not going to get her anywhere, is it?

 The film Touching the Void  tells the true story of two friends, Joe Simpson and Simon Yates, climb a mountain in Peru which has never been climbed.  They make it to the summit, then on their way down a blizzard sets in and Joe falls and breaks his leg, splintering the bone in a number of places.  Simon puts his very life at risk in lowering his friend, slowly and painstakingly down the mountain on a rope.

We are like Joe Simpson, stuck up a massive mountain, in a blizzard with a broken leg: completely helpless.  We cannot rescue ourselves - our good deeds are like filthy rags - we are never going to be able to get to heaven relying on them, we are never going to be able to reach our perfect God’s standards. 

We can’t try and ‘be nice’ and win our way into God’s good books, we can’t come to church every week and try to get on his good side, it’s hopeless.  It’s all filthy rags.

Joe Simpson needs Simon Yates to put his very life at stake and rescue him.  But Simon Yates would be a pretty hopeless rescuer for us, because he’s just as much a sinner as you or me, so he can’t do anything to help.  Fortunately, God puts a perfect life at stake to rescue us - Jesus (we’re going to think about that more in groups.)  

In the end Simon isn’t prepared to die for Joe, so he cuts the rope from which Joe is hanging in order to save his own life & Joe plummets into the giant crevice of a glacier.  But God didn’t cut the rope, our perfect God was prepared to die for us - through Jesus’ death, through the gospel, a righteousness from God is revealed.  

This is AWESOME news.  We cannot depend on our own goodness and perfection to get us to God, but the gospel tells us that God gives us his own perfection - and perfection doesn’t get anymore perfect than that!  We can have God’s righteousness if we trust in Jesus - in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed.  And that righteousness will make us perfect in God’s eyes and get us into heaven.

So, if we go back to our tower of righteousness, the Bible tells us not to look at it from the top to the bottom, with people on different levels, because Jesus has divided the tower from right down the middle from top to bottom - either you trust in Him and have God’s righteousness and are heading for heaven, or you don’t, you are still a filthy sinner heading for eternal punishment.  

Whoever you are, whether you’re Mother Teresa, Terna Chahul or Adolf Hitler, your good deeds are like filthy rags, and you need to accept God’s righteousness which is revealed in the gospel.  

So, why do we need God’s righteousness?  Because we’re filthy. 

That is why the gospel is SO powerful, because God makes us right with Him, by giving us His righteousness, and covering over our filthiness.  

AMAZING!!!!!

