Actscidents and Emergency

Part I and II

PART I
Doctor: Right. Looking down by list, it looks like my next patient is a man who is unable  to walk. The notes say that he has been crippled from birth, and he is over forty years old.

[Walks over to the man who is standing nearby and beaming] 

Excuse me Sir, I don’t suppose you’ve seen my next patient have you?

Patient: I am your patient!

Doctor: But you are standing up!! The notes say that you can’t walk.

Patient: Well, that’s what I came to tell you. All that changed a couple of days ago…

Doctor: What on earth are you talking about?!

Patient: Well, as you know, this is first century Jerusalem and there are no state benefits. So my friends used to carry me to the temple gate so that I could ask for money from those going to the temple. A couple of days ago, I was in my usual place and I saw a couple of men going into the temple at about 3 o’clock. So I asked them if they could spare a bit of change.

Doctor: Okay….what happened next?

Patient: Well, one of the blokes, called Peter, says to me:

“Silver or gold I do not have, but what I have I give to you.”

Doctor: What did you think he meant by that?
Patient: I had no idea. But then he said:

“In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk”. And he took me by the hand and helped me up. Instantly my feet and ankles became strong, and I began to walk.

Doctor: That’s amazing!! What happened next?

Patient: Well, I followed them into the temple courts, jumping about and praising God. It was wonderful! 

Everyone who knew me was completely amazed and started praising God too. Then  Peter started preaching to the people about Jesus, saying that it was Jesus who had healed me.

But then Peter and the other bloke, John, got arrested.

Doctor: Why? What on earth for?

Patient: Well, Peter and John were preaching away, and then a whole bunch of officials from the temple came over and arrested them ‘cos they were getting hacked off with Peter and John talking about Jesus and how he had died and risen again.

They threw Peter and John in prison overnight.

Doctor: Just for talking about Jesus?

Patient: Yup.

Doctor: Then what happened?

Patient: Well, the next day Peter and John were called before a bunch of officials who decided to question them. I was there too.  The officials looked at me and asked Peter and John how it was that I had been healed.

And do you know what Peter said? He said:

“It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you have crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed.”

The Peter went on to say:

“Salvation is found in no-one else”.

I thought Peter and John were well-brave, in front of all those scary officials who had the power to put them in prison and throw away the key.

Doctor: What did the officials do when they heard that?

Patient: Well, they commanded Peter and John not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 

Doctor: What did Peter and John do?

Patient: Well, their reaction was amazing. They said:

“Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God’s sight to obey you rather than God. For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.”

Doctor: That’s just amazing. Your friends were really convinced about Jesus that they were prepared to risk everything.

Patient: I know. 

But as Peter said, ‘Salvation is found is no-one else.’

PART II
Doctor: Right. Looking down by list, it looks like my next patient is a man who is unable  to walk. The notes say that he has been crippled from birth, and he is over forty years old.

[Walks over to the man who is standing nearby and beaming] 

Excuse me Sir, I don’t suppose you’ve seen my next patient have you?

Patient: I am your patient!

Doctor: But you are standing up!! The notes say that you can’t walk.

Patient: Well, that’s what I came to tell you. All that changed a couple of days ago…

Doctor: What on earth are you talking about?!

Patient: Well, as you know, this is first century Jerusalem and there are no state benefits. So my friends used to carry me to the temple gate so that I could ask for money from those going to the temple. A couple of days ago, I was in my usual place and I saw a couple of men going into the temple at about 3 o’clock. So I asked them if they could spare a bit of change.

Doctor: Okay….what happened next?

Patient: Well, one of the blokes, called Peter, says to me:

“Silver or gold I do not have, but what I have I give to you.”

Doctor: What did you think he meant by that?
Patient: I had no idea. But then he said:

“In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk”. And he took me by the hand and helped me up. Instantly my feet and ankles became strong, and I began to walk.

Doctor: That’s amazing!! What happened next?

Patient: Well, I followed them into the temple courts, jumping about and praising God. It was wonderful! 

Everyone who knew me was completely amazed and started praising God too. Then  Peter started preaching to the people about Jesus, saying that it was Jesus who had healed me.

But then Peter and the other bloke, John, got arrested.

Doctor: Why? What on earth for?

Patient: Well, Peter and John were preaching away, and then a whole bunch of officials from the temple came over and arrested them ‘cos they were getting hacked off with Peter and John talking about Jesus and how he had died and risen again.

They threw Peter and John in prison overnight.

Doctor: Just for talking about Jesus?

Patient: Yup.

Doctor: Then what happened?

Patient: Well, the next day Peter and John were called before a bunch of officials who decided to question them. I was there too.  The officials looked at me and asked Peter and John how it was that I had been healed.

And do you know what Peter said? He said:

“It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you have crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed.”

The Peter went on to say:

“Salvation is found in no-one else”.

I thought Peter and John were well-brave, in front of all those scary officials who had the power to put them in prison and throw away the key.

Doctor: What did the officials do when they heard that?

Patient: Well, they commanded Peter and John not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 

Doctor: What did Peter and John do?

Patient: Well, their reaction was amazing. They said:

“Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God’s sight to obey you rather than God. For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.”

Doctor: That’s just amazing. Your friends were really convinced about Jesus that they were prepared to risk everything.

Patient: I know. 

But as Peter said, ‘Salvation is found is no-one else.’

