2 Timothy 4 v. 9-22

“Fight the Good Fight”
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1)
Keep the Judge in your view

· Look at v. 10 - How has Demas failed keep the Judge in his view?

· Look at v.14, 15, 17 & 18 – How has Paul succeeded in keeping the Judge in his view?

2)
Keep the Word on your lips

This section looks at the fact that Paul was abandoned by his friends, opposed by his enemies & left deserted at the first stage of his trial.  Despite all this stacked against him – and the fact that he would face the death penalty if he continued to stick to the Gospel - he clearly shared the message of the Gospel at his trial.  He also was prepared to forgive those who deserted him, even though that was clearly a difficult thing to do.

· Look at v.10 & 11 – What’s happened to Paul’s friends?
· Look at v.14 & 15 – What have Paul’s enemies done to him?
· Look at v. 16-17 – Bearing in mind the first two questions & these verses, how has Paul preached the Word “out of season” here?
3)
God’s Friendship & Human Friendship

This section should hopefully show them that even though Paul is relying on God being at his side, he longs for human companionship from Timothy & Mark & is troubled that he has been abandoned by so many others.  God clearly did not design His own presence to be a substitute for human friendship – we are all designed to have those relationships and should never think “Oh, if you’re a Christian it’s ok because you’ve got God” but should always be seeking to reach out in friendship, particularly to other Christians going through a difficult time.

· Looking at this passage, would you say that human friendship is a substitute for God’s friendship?  (see Genesis 2:18)

· Therefore, what sort of friends should Christians be to other Christians?

· Even though Paul has had a shocker with his friends, how has he taken comfort from God?

