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Recap

Who’s writing this letter? (Same Paul as Focus are studying)

What’s his current situation?

Who’s he writing it to?

What is Timothy like?

What does Paul want Timothy to treat the Gospel like?

Why is this letter relevant to you?

What are we to do with God’s gifts?

What are we to do with God’s gospel?

Read passage

Intro

A Christian friend of my mum and dad’s  - let’s call him Stephen, because that’s his name - was at this Easter day, early morning sunrise service once.  At the end of the service, they were all told to get into groups and spend some time praying.  Well, Stephen was pretty tired, he’d had a busy week and got up extra early for this sunrise service and as soon as he closed his eyes to pray he fell sound asleep.  He woke up about half an hour later, and everyone had gone, and he was sat there on this hilltop completely on his own, deserted!!!

In tonight’s passage we learn a bit more about Paul’s circumstances.  In v. 15 he reminds Timothy that “everyone in the province of Asia has deserted” him, meaning all the Christians in Asia.  We know from Acts (19:10) that he had a huge influence on the church in Asia (which isn’t Asia as we know it today, but more like present-day Europe, around Italy & Turkey) but when he got re-arrested the Christians obviously left him all on his own, like Stephen on the hilltop.  When things got tough, when people started getting arrested for believing in the Lord Jesus, the Christians of Asia ran a mile, leaving Paul all on his own.  Everyone that is except this guy Onesiphorus - who had helped Paul in his ministry in Ephesus (v.18) and then stuck by Paul when he was chained (v.16).  He even looked for Paul in Rome (“searched hard” v. 17) to presumably visit and encourage him while he was being held prisoner.   

It can be a searching question to ask ourselves, what would we do if our Christian friends started to get arrested and executed for their faith in this country?*  Which “us” would we be?*  Would we be “Onesiphoruses” sticking by them, still believing that Christ was true and had the ultimate victory, even though it would mean putting our own lives in danger?  Or would we be “Phygeluses” deserting Christians and Christ?  It’s when we face death that the true nature of our faith is revealed.    This is a guy called Nigel Lee*.  He’s quite a young guy as you can see, and he worked for UCCF as a Bible teacher and evangelist.  He’s got a wife and 3 children.  A few months ago he was diagnosed with life-threatening cancer.  I wonder what you would say to your friends if you found out you too were going to die from cancer?  This is what he said to one of his friends*:  

“This is when people get to see if I really believe all I’ve been preaching about all these years.” He died about a month ago on 30th March and an article I recently read on him said “We have seen & he did believe.”  Would people say the same thing about you?

Now, sandwiched around Paul’s reminder to Timothy that what really shows our faith to be genuine is how we react when life gets tough, are two pieces of advice to help Timothy get through tough times*.

v. 13-18 
Stay sound!*

v.1-7

Stay strong!*

a) v. 13-18 Stay sound

Play Chinese whispers (Phillip Peregrin Algernon Conaghan has got a secret life as a ballet dancer, at weekends he regularly dances Swan Lake.)

Chinese whispers causes endless amusement because the message generally always get changed.  Paul tells Timothy that the message he has heard from Paul he is not to change; he is to keep it and follow it as a pattern*.  I don’t know how many of you are into knitting, but in order to get the best results you follow a pattern.  Here Timothy is to follow the pattern of Paul’s teaching, a teaching which Paul describes as “sound” in v. 13. 

If that is what we are to follow - sound teaching - the question is how do we know what is sound and what isn’t?* (Discuss together in pairs).
You will see that Paul tells Timothy to guard it with faith* - holding to the basic truth that we are made right with God through faith in Christ alone & trusting that the gospel is the truth whenever it is under attack.  And with love - we mustn’t get arrogant and unloving in the way we keep this teaching, we must always guard it carefully but humbly, as John Stott says* “Love without truth is soft but truth without love is hard.”

Check out the soundness quiz - look at each statement and decide how it rates on the soundness scale!! If it’s dodgy, think how you would lovingly explain why to the person making it.

Paul then tells Timothy to guard the good deposit in v. 14. This literally means “the precious treasure”*.  What is this precious treasure which has been entrusted to Timothy?  Is it a secret safe somewhere in the underground tunnels of Rome full of money and jewellery?   In Lord of the Rings, the ring is Smegel’s “precious”, well, the gospel should be ours! We were saying last week that those of you who are Christians are future Timothys and Timothyettas - so how can you guard the good deposit that God has entrusted you with?*  (Discuss together in pairs).

b)
Stay strong! v. 1-7*

Paul then tells Tim to stay strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus (v.1) We may look at that verse and think, “Brilliant, I know that Christ’s grace is all about the fact that He has done everything for me (as v.9 says) so I don’t need to worry about anything”, but Paul then goes on to tell Tim that actually he has to work 100% at staying strong.  Relying on God’s grace is an active thing, not a passive thing.  It should show in your life, it should make you do things.  

Going back to the question we started with about how we would react if people started getting arrested in this country for being Christians, would the authorities know from looking at your life that you are a Christian?

Stay sound by being knitters & bankers!

Stay strong by being soldiers*, athletes* & farmers!*

1) Soldiers v. 3-4**

Soldiers are used by Paul as an example for Timothy to follow because they are prepared to die for their cause and suffer tremendous hardships*.  What hardships are you currently enduring because of your faith (and if you can’t think of any then you need to do some serious asking as to why not).  True Christianity is not comfortable.  We’ll think about that more in groups.

Also, they are used as an example because they are dedicated to their jobs and they listen to their commanding officers*.  If you’re playing with your i-pod as the enemy advances you’re basically going to get blown-up, you need to be focussed completely on the task, and that is the same for Christians.  We mustn’t get distracted from pleasing our commanding officer (v.4) - Jesus.  If we aren’t prepared to suffer and we aren’t prepared to concentrate wholeheartedly on following Jesus then we run the risk - like a soldier - of losing the battle*.  

2) Athletes v.5**

Athletes are used as an example by Paul because they play by the rules*.  If Paula Radcliffe entered the London marathon, and ran 26 miles, but decided she was going to go via Slough and Eton, she may well run the same distance as the other runners but she’d be disqualified because she didn’t run the race according to the rules.  We can’t make up our own rules, our own version of Christianity.  If we do that we run the risk of no crown at the end.*  

3) Farmers v. 6**

Farmers work incredibly hard.  I know because I grew up with a couple of farmers as my next door neighbours.  They never went on holiday, they never had a day off, they often used to sleep sitting upright in their chairs because it wasn’t worth the time getting ready for and into bed. When they were newly married they went out to young farmers’ ball and one of their calves died while they were gone.   They never went out for an evening together after that.  

If you are a hardworking farmer you will receive the benefit of your labour.  For Christians it won’t be vegetables and a nice joint of meat on your table, it will be a harvest of people - non-Christians who have been affected by your life & words - and a harvest of holiness - the Holy Spirit bearing spiritual fruit in your life as you become more like Christ.  If you don’t work hard as a farmer you run the risk of no harvest in the end.* 

So, we can see that staying strong is 100% God’s effort (God’s grace in v.1)* and 100% our effort*.  In v. 7 this is exactly what Paul is saying- it is all about human effort (Tim needs to reflect on what Paul is saying) but that goes hand in hand with God’s work - IF Tim reflects on Paul’s words then God WILL give him insight, so that he can understand everything God is saying. 

2 Timothy 1:13- 2:7

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION

Why is it so important to “stay strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus” (v.1)?
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As soldiers for Christ, how can we:

· Get “comfortable” in our faith?

· Get distracted from our faith?

How can we guard against these things?

What is the victory we will receive?

[image: image2.wmf]As athletes for Christ, what does it mean to:
· “Compete according to the rules”?

· “Receive the victor’s crown”?
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  As farmers for Christ, how can we make sure we are hardworking?

          Will our hard work earn us our salvation?

What are the keys to staying sound & staying strong?  Are they the same?

How does v. 7 help us with studying the Bible?

