2 Timothy 1 v. 1-12

Firestarter

Have a read of the Jail Sketch & see if you answer the following questions:

Who wrote the letter of 2 Timothy?

Why is it called 2 Timothy?

Where was Paul when he wrote the letter?

At what stage in Paul’s life was the letter written?

Why was Paul about to die?

What kind of bloke was Timothy?

CURIOUS WILLS 

S. SANBORN, American hatter, died 1871 

Last Will: Sanborn left his body to science, bequeathing it to Oliver Wendell Holmes, Sr.--then professor of anatomy at Harvard Medical School--and to one of Holmes's colleagues. He stipulated, however, that two drums were to be made out of his skin and presented to his friend Warren Simpson, provided that every June 17th at dawn he would drum out the tune "Yankee Doodle" at Bunker's Hill. 
JOHN BOWMAN, Vermont tanner, died 1891 

Last Will: Predeceased by his wife and two daughters, he became convinced that after his death the family eventually would be reincarnated together. Therefore, he left a $50,000 trust fund for the maintenance of his 21-room mansion and a mausoleum in Cuttingsville, Vt. The will instructed servants to prepare dinner nightly in case the Bowmans came back on an empty stomach. This procedure was carried out until the trust was depleted in 1950. 
As we know from this letter, Paul is about to die - he is facing execution - this letter is, if you like, his last will and testament*.  He is convinced, not about reincarnation and the need for earthly food, but about resurrection and the promise of a heavenly banquet and he wants others to be saved so they too can have this promise of eternal life.  He knows that he needs to ensure that the message of the gospel - the good news about Jesus’ death and resurrection - will be passed on and this letter to Timothy is urgent and passionate.  He wants Timothy to treat the gospel rather like you might treat the ball in an important football match - to guard it*, to suffer for it* (be prepared to take tackles, to take abuse from the opposition) and to pass it on*.

The interesting thing for us as we sit here reading this letter nearly 1900 years later, is that not only has Paul died, but Timothy has also.  This means two things:

1) Timothy must have carried out his job well, because there are still Christians in the world today - all of us here tonight who are Christians amongst them - who believe that same gospel that Paul entrusted to him.  We, if you like, can see ourselves as the outcome of this letter.

2) If Timothy, a member of the next generation after Paul, has died, how should we read this letter now?  It’s in the Bible so God intended it to be directly relevant to us, in the 21st century, but it is a letter which is specifically written to encourage the next generation of church leaders, and that is YOU!  You are potentially a generation of Timothys and Timothyettas, who need to do exactly what Timothy was called to do with the Gospel - guard it, suffer for it, pass it on.  I don’t know if you hear people talk about teenagers as the church of tomorrow - well, that’s wrong you’re the church of today, you’re just as much as part of the church as older generations.  But you certainly are the people who will DEFINE the church of tomorrow, so make sure you define it following Paul’s instructions - Guard the gospel, suffer for the gospel, pass the gospel on.  

So, as we look at Paul’s instructions to you the next generation of church definers, we’re going to break it up under two headings:

1) Use God’s gifts v. 1-7

2) Share God’s gospel  v. 8-12

1) 
Use God’s Gifts v. 1-7*.  

Timothy has two gifts that Paul mentions in this passage.  Did you spot them?  

a)
The first is his family*- His grandmother, Lois, started the chain on faith and passed that onto Tim’s mother, Eunice, who passed it onto Timothy, and we know from chapter 3 that from his childhood Timothy got taught the Scriptures.  Most of you here have a Christian parent, or parents, and I wonder if you realise what a gift that is?  If you don’t, chat to someone here who doesn’t have Christian parents - Bob for example - and that will make you appreciate it.  Make sure you use that gift - talk to them about their faith, ask them questions, ask them to pray for you.  If you don’t have Christian parents, well you still have a Christian family - we have no mention of Timothy’s real Father, but Paul calls Timothy his son (v.2) and they had an amazing relationship (v.4).  You too can have spiritual parents - maybe one of the Y@S leaders you connect with, maybe someone else in church.  Use them - they are your family, they are God’s gift to you to help you in your faith.  

b)
The second is in v. 6*, the interesting thing about this is that we don’t know exactly what the gift was which God gave to Timothy through Paul laying on hands - Paul doesn’t specify that -  but perhaps that helps us not to get too hung up on maybe wanting that gift for ourselves, but actually thinking about what Timothy was supposed to do with that gift.  What’s he supposed to do with it?  Fan into flame - i.e. get using it and increasing it.  We have different kinds of gifts - we have the natural gifts* that we are born with, and we have the spiritual gifts* which God gives us through His Holy Spirit when we become Christians. Either way, I know that everyone in this room has gifts from God and the question is are you using them for God’s glory?  It’s interesting that Paul then talks about the spirit which God gives to “us” (v.7) all believers - straight after he’s talked about Timothy’s specific gifts, and, although this verse can be applied to the whole of the Christian life, this helps us to get some principles for how we are to use the gifts that He’s given us (in v. 7): 

* 
With power - 
we mustn’t hide them but use them confidently in God’s strength & power.

*
With love -
using our gifts confidently does not mean we BOAST about them-for a start they aren’t our gifts, they’re God’s, so we have nothing to boast about!! Exercising our gifts lovingly means putting others first and looking to their interests rather than ours.  A Church is an interesting place because there are various up front positions which probably seem quite attractive because of the status of them and the gifts attached to them, but actually there are even more behind the scenes roles which you don’t need specific giftings for, but where you can serve just as validly.  All of us are capable of pouring out a cup of tea and coffee, but there are always gaps on the coffee rota - could you get serving (literally!) there?  Put others’ needs before yours - serving the coffee or handing out newssheets isn’t as glamorous as singing a solo, but people are always glad of a drink after the service, or a nice handshake & warm smile as they come into church.

*
With self-discipline - I don’t know if you’ve ever given someone a special present and they haven’t used it.  If I give …. this gift and she just leaves it there unused, how ungrateful and strange would that be? Use your gifts regularly. I’ve seen a number of you over the years get involved in various parts of church life - which is fantastic - but then drift off - you are neglecting the gifts God has kindly given you.  Some of you aren’t serving at all now, whereas a year or so ago you were serving regularly.  You need to think about that and sort it out.   

However, discipline not only involves taking the initiative and showing dedication, it sometimes involves restraint. If I’m an awesome guitar player, I don’t pitch up on my first Sunday and say to Alan Rolfe - “Look I’m MUCH better than you, Alan, I’m Jimmy Hendrix standard, can play We Wanna See Jesus Lifted High with my bare teeth, you retire from the music group I’ll take it from here.”  It will be very rare that you’ll need to restrain yourself from exercising your gift of toilet cleaning because funnily enough not many people exercise that gift, but the up front gifts and the specific talents God has given us we need to exercise humbly and modestly.

Spend some time now using the worksheet that goes with this talk to think about your specific gifts, and how you are using them for God & for the church - if you aren’t, do something about it!!

So, we’ve seen that we need to use God’s gifts, but the second part of the passage tells us that we need to: 

2)* Share God’s gospel.  

We know that Paul’s certainty that he had been saved and was going to heaven enabled him to face death without fear of judgement or hell.  If we want our friends and family to have that same certainty we need to tell them about the gospel.  

If we’re going to share something we need to know what it is we’re sharing.  What is the gospel which Paul calls Timothy to join him in suffering for in v. 8?  Spend some time reading v.8-12 and in your own words write a definition of the gospel: What is the gospel?

So how are we to share the Gospel?  Paul tells Timothy to testify*.  If  Natasha gets brought before a court room charged with handling stolen Etonians, she may ask me to testify to her good character, to tell the court about what she’s like, that she never hangs around Eton - she’s never heard of Eton - that she never talks or even thinks about boys (of course I wouldn’t do it because I don’t lie.)  When we testify about Jesus we are to speak about who He is - His good character - and witness to the Gospel  - what He has done for us - without shame (v.8). The temptation to be ashamed of Jesus is very, very strong and that’s why Paul warns Timothy against such shame.  

I don’t how you feel when the subject of Jesus or church comes up at school - do you get excited about the chance to share your faith, or do you feel a bit embarrassed, start to feel yourself going red, hope the conversation moves on? The Christian message - that the Bible is true, that Jesus is the only way to get right with God - is not popular, it’s not politically correct.  It’s easy to water down what Jesus says to make it more acceptable. Mary J Blige* said this, this week: “My God is a God who wants me to have things.  He wants me to bling.  He wants me to be the hottest thing on the block.  I don’t know what kind of God the rest of y’all are serving.”  Great message: if you follow Mary’s God you just got to get more bling and look hot the whole time, but the message of the cross is a hard message of which we are often ashamed.  
How terrible that we are ashamed to be witnesses to the One who died to save us, but the sad truth is we are naturally ashamed because we are sinful, and the devil wants to stop us talking about Jesus so always tempts us to keep quiet.  Sometimes, standing up for Jesus will mean we get the mickey taken out of us, people may not want to hang around with us and start calling us names.  The two halves of v. 8 go together - don’t be ashamed and be prepared to suffer - if you stick up for Jesus and the truth of the gospel it can be tough.  Paul is very realistic about that.
So, we need to be prepared to be those reliable character witnesses for Jesus & to suffer for doing so.   But as well as telling it, we can live it!* Did you see those few words in v. 9? God has saved us, and called us to a holy life.  Being a Christian is not all about the future, about life in heaven, it’s about now, about life on earth.  We will be thinking a lot more about living a holy life as we look at the rest of this letter, but living a life which pleases God is so important - not to earn our salvation (v.9 we are saved not because of anything we have done but because of God’s grace alone) but to show our thanks to God and to show the world that we are now following Him.  If you would call yourself a Christian here tonight, you need to examine your life - and I need to examine mine - to see if we’re living up to the calling.  Here are some specific areas where things may need to be addressed:

· Your language– swearing, slagging people off, gossiping, rudeness

· Your relationships – parents, friends, boy/girlfriends

· Your media habits – films, music, TV, internet, computer games

· Your money – work priorities, giving & spending

· Your school work – teachers

· Your socialising – drink/drugs, parents

· Your prayer & Bible reading habits

If you are a Christian here tonight, pick one of those areas that has struck you where you know you need to make some changes & in the quiet now pray about it, asking for God to forgive you where you’ve mucked up and help you to live a holy life - you can only do it with that spirit of power & self-discipline that He’s given you- and tell someone about that area so they ask you about it.  If you aren’t a Christian, read v. 8-10 again quietly and think about what Jesus had done for you & how you should respond.
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