2 Peter 3 v. 10-18

1.
Jesus WILL return

Last week Helen was telling us about the fact that Jesus’ return is delayed, not because Jesus is slow in keeping His promise, but because He is patient and wants everyone to repent and be saved (v. 9) & Peter reiterates that point in tonight’s passage because it’s so important (v.15).  If we just apply that fact to one country, China, the biggest nation in the world.  In 1949 it was estimated there were just 1.8 million Christians in China  Just 43 years later, in 1992 it was estimated that there were 63 million Christians.  If Jesus had returned in 1949, 61.2 million people would have been lost, and that’s just in China alone.   So, Jesus’ delay in returning is an awesome sign of His love and patience.

But now Peter reassures his readers that despite the delay, Jesus will return and that return will be like a thief (v.10).  Don’t know if any of you have ever been burgled?  We don’t get ready for burglars, do we?!! Of course not, we don’t know that they’re coming.  

Thieves come unexpectedly and that’s what Jesus’ return will be like. It will take people by surprise. But it WILL happen.

2.
Everything WILL be destroyed 

Because our universe has been so deeply infected by sin, Jesus is going to destroy it and make it completely new.  What does that mean for us, personally?  Well it means everything we have that belongs to this world will be destroyed:

1) Our homes

2) Our money

3) Our clothes

4) Our CD collection

5) Our computers and mobiles

6) Our cars when we have one

It is very easy to get wrapped up in any one of those things - how many of you want to earn lots of money when you leave school - is that what drives you?  How many of you get your greatest satisfaction from new clothes, new trainers, new CDs or a new mobile?  Well, storing up money or material possessions for yourself is absolutely POINTLESS because it’s all going to be destroyed.  When God returns, it won’t count for anything. It will be burnt up and laid bare (v.10)

Now I love thatched cottages, but my mother-in-law hates them because she is scared of fire and terrified that if she lived in a thatched cottage the straw would catch fire really easily and the whole house would be destroyed.  Material possessions and wealth are straw that we should be aware will one day go up in flames, if you live in a thatched cottage you need to be aware of fire, if you live in a life made entirely of material possessions you need to be aware of the fire on the day of God’s return.  

So, everything will be destroyed. That sounds quite scary doesn’t it?  But how does Peter say we should react to the truth that Jesus will return and everything will be destroyed?  (Look at v. 12).

That we should LOOK FORWARD to that day and SPEED ITS COMING!!!  So, the question for you tonight is, when you read these truths - that Jesus will return and everything will be destroyed - are you looking forward to it?  Are you?  Are you speeding its coming by telling people about Jesus so that they turn to Him?   Do we put things before the second coming?  Do we think, “I want to get married and have sex before Jesus comes”, or “I want to have children before Jesus comes?”  That says a lot about how much I want Jesus to come.  

If I’m really, honestly looking forward to something I want it now.  Emma, one of my best friends,  recently had a baby, Molly.  Molly was born 1 ½ weeks ago.  All through the pregnancy Emma was looking forward to the day of Molly’s birth, she wanted to know what she was going to look like, she wanted to meet this little person that was growing inside her.  She didn’t want to wait 9 months, she wanted to know her as soon as she found out she was pregnant.  Are you looking forward to Jesus’ return and wanting it now, or are you putting things before it?  And, when Jesus does come:  

3)
How will He find you?

Peter asks a very relevant question in v.11.  What is it?  

“Since everything will be destroyed, what kind of people ought you to be?”

If everything is to destroyed, does it matter what my life is like?  Peter answers in v.11.  It completely matters, or, as they might say in Friends, it SO matters what your life is like.  All that will be left when Jesus returns is your personal character, everything else will be burned up, and therefore you ought to live holy and godly lives (v.11).    What does that mean?  It means lives that are shaped by God, and not the world, lives that are pleasing to God.  In v. 14 Peter puts it another way 

“make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with God.”

Now, if you are a Christian here tonight, you know that all of your sins have been forgiven when you trusted in Jesus and that God now sees you as He sees Jesus - perfect and spotless.  AMAZING!! You are on the road to heaven.  But is that an excuse to live your life however you want to?  No.  Absolutely not.  The hope of heaven where everything is right (v. 13) should affect our behaviour now - we should be pure now because we are heading for an eternity of purity.  Show people with your lives the place where you are heading.  

If Jesus had returned yesterday, would He have found you making every effort to live a holy, blameless and spotless life?   Or would He have seen you out with your friends swearing, slagging someone off, avoiding the subject of what you’re doing on Sunday, looking at unhelpful pictures on the internet or in magazines,  arguing with your mum or dad,  getting annoyed with your brothers or sisters, losing your temper, lying about something, not spending time with God reading His word and praying, spending your money unwisely.  

If Jesus had returned yesterday, would He have caught you unawares?  

Remember what I said at the start, when Jesus returns it will be unexpected, it will be a surprise.  How will He find you?  and I address that to myself as well.  How will he find me?  Are you looking forward to Jesus’ return, or are you living your life as if it’s never going to happen?  

“Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be?  

You ought to live holy and godly lives, as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming…  

So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, 

make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with Him.

2 Peter 3 v.11, 12a & 14
Think through your day yesterday and write down what you were doing at each stage.

Note down anything which you think was ungodly and not pleasing to God at those times - pray to God to highlight to you areas which He wants you to be aware of and confess to Him.

Time


What I Was Doing


Ungodly

actions/attitudes/ thoughts



9am



10am



11am



12noon



1pm



2pm



3pm



4pm



5pm



6pm



7pm



8pm



9pm



10pm



11pm



Did you spend anytime with God, in His word and praying to Him during your day yesterday?

Spend some time praying about the ungodly attitudes you’ve written down 

and saying sorry to God for them.  Ask for His help to be ready for His return.

