2 Peter 2 v. 1-12

Before the teaching, we watched a video clip from Derren Brown’s recent Messiah programme where he pretended to be a Christian who, after his dramatic conversion, had been left with supernatural powers which enabled him to convert people with a just a touch.  He successfully “converted” a room full of people who did not believe in God to belief in God simply using psychological technique.  He did tell them afterwards that they had been made to believe in God simply through psychology and had not had a genuine experience of God at all.

.  

False teaching.  Peter warned his readers 2,000 years ago that it was a big issue, and his words of warning are just as relevant to us today.  Why are they relevant?  Because there are false teachers in the church.  That means, if you are a Christian you need to make sure you aren’t being influenced away from Jesus by these false teachers, and if you aren’t a Christian you need to make sure that you aren’t being exploited by these false teachers and sold something that isn’t actually true.  So, either way, whether you’ve trusted in Jesus or are still thinking about it, what Peter has to say is something you need to listen to.

We saw last week 2 Peter 1 v. 12-20 that God’s word, the Bible, is true and we can trust it.  Peter then contrasts this in tonight’s passage with the false teachers who are false and can’t be trusted.  He says quite plainly that there will be false teachers.  Where?  Among us (v.1) what does that mean?  In the church.  Here’s our first point:

There are false teachers in the church…

1) So look out!

Because:

a) They’re among you (v.1) - Peter’s not talking about people who have nothing to do with the church or Christianity,  he’s talking about people who are in the church, who seem like Christians, who are among us.  That makes them much harder to spot, doesn’t it?  You may think that because someone stands in a pulpit or wears a long robe and a dog collar, or appears on the God channel they can be trusted.  Sadly, Peter says that’s not true.  My dad used to pretend to be this amazing underwater swimmer…just because my dad was in the right place (the end of the swimming pool) doesn’t mean he was genuine. So, just because someone’s involved in the church sadly doesn’t mean they’re teaching the truth.  So we need to look out, especially when we’re amongst Christians.  

b)
They work secretly (v.1) - A false teacher doesn’t have a flashing light and a neon sign attached to his or her head saying, “I’m a false teacher, watch out!” No, Peter tells us they will work secretly, so when they teach something that’s actually not in the Bible it may not be really obvious, it will be subtle. I once read an interview with Geri Halliwell at the height of her fame when she was in the Spice Girls and the interview asked her what sort of car she drove and she said, “Actually, I drive a Ford Fiesta. If I go around in a Porsche everyone looks at me, but in a Ford Fiesta no-one looks twice - I can live a vaguely normal life.” False teachers are like Geri Halliwell driving around in a Ford Fiesta - they don’t draw attention to themselves but work secretly. So, we need to look out!

c)
They introduce heresies (v.1) Anyone know what heresy is? Heresy is based on the Greek word for choice and it means to choose to go your own way and not to follow the truth (v.15 - they have left the straight way). Here are some examples of historical heresy:

i.
 The Greeks were a highly sculptured people, and without them we wouldn't have history. The Greeks also had myths. A myth is a female moth. 

ii.
The greatest writer of the Renaissance was William Shakespeare. He was born in the year 1564, supposedly on his birthday. He never made much money and is famous only because of his plays. He wrote tragedies, comedies, and hysterectomies, all in Islamic pentameter. Romeo and Juliet are an example of a heroic couple. Romeo's last wish was to be laid by Juliet. 

iii.
The next great author after Shakespeare was John Milton. Milton wrote Paradise Lost. Then his wife died and he wrote Paradise Regained.... 

We can recognise historical heresy but what about biblical heresy?  We’ll think about that more later, but heresy takes us away from the truth, the bible, that’s why it’s destructive (v.1) so we need to look out!

d) They do shameful things (v.2 & v. 18-19) We all want a nice easy version of Christianity where we don’t have to give things up, where we can live how we want to live and give into our every desire  - where we can sleep with our boyfriend or girlfriend, where we can be unfaithful to our husband/wife, where we can keep all our money for ourselves and have a nice car, a nice house, nice holidays, where we can cheat & lie.  But that’s not true Christianity - it’s false freedom, so look out (v.19)!  Even though a false teacher’s teaching may start off secret, the state of their lives will be obvious - so look out for their lives and how they are living them.

(e)
They will exploit you (v.3).  What does exploit mean? In the clip we watched Derren Brown was exploiting those poor volunteers into believing in God with psychological tricks.  Why do the false teachers exploit us  (v.3 )? Because they are greedy.  So many TV evangelists nowadays are more interested in your money than your soul.  A friend of ours who is a missionary in Burundi wrote this in a recent prayer letter: “…I am so keen to be fully fit for what hopefully will be a frenetic preaching schedule in the States starting on the 6th Feb. We are trying to raise $300,000 for the building of our conference/youth training centre, which I'm sure you'll agree is a God-sized task, a real faith venture. American believers are generally more generous and more wealthy, and I am so keen to find lots of support there. However, my heart is to see lives changed through hearing the Word of God, and I simply cannot mix preaching and asking for money - yuk!”   He is a true and godly teacher, you can see that by his dislike of mixing preaching and fund raising,  but false teachers are often motivated by greed and will exploit you, so look out (v.3).

f) 
They will be condemned (v.3 & v.13) God is going to judge these false teachers severely - he has shown his judgement against people who have denied him and are ungodly in the past (angels who’ve sinned v.4, people who lived before the flood v.5, Sodom & Gomorrah v.6) and this proves that he will judge in the same way in the future.  These false teachers are going to be punished.  v. 17 ‘blackest darkness is reserved for them’.  God takes false teaching very seriously, so look out.  Don’t get led astray to ‘blackest darkness’ with the false teachers.

So, look out.  

But what can you do when you suspect someone is a false teacher?  Well, 

(2)
Look Up

v.2
Many people will follow these false teachers and their shameful ways, but popularity does not mean they are right.  Don’t get distracted by what’s around them - look up:

1) To Jesus.  

a. 
Ask yourself, is Jesus central to this Christian teacher’s teaching?  Does this teacher make me look up to Jesus or does he make me look somewhere else?  You saw in Derren Brown’s clip he didn’t mention Jesus once.  These false teachers start by secretly introducing heresies but actually end up denying God (v.1). Don’t get led down the path of the God-deniers - constantly look up to see if Jesus is there.  

b.  
Ask yourself as well, what is this person’s teaching doing to Jesus’ reputation? v.2 - is it bringing it into disrepute (i.e. giving Jesus a bad name)?  

2) The Bible.

If in doubt, get your Bible out!  Look up God’s Word - and make sure you know where to look!!  False teachers exploit people with what v.3?  Stories they have made up.  This is in massive contrast to God’s Word and true teachers, like the apostles, who did what (v.16)?  Derren Brown feeds his audience this story that he has had a massive conversion experience and been left with supernatural powers to convert people with just his touch. It sounds amazing, but it’s a story he’s made up to exploit people. God’s Word was missing from Derren Brown’s meeting as he converted people with his words, but the Bible is the truth - not man’s words but God’s word.  That’s why at Y@S we always teach from the Bible and ask you to check out what we say against the Bible.  And don’t think that just because you’re young, and often younger than the people who teach you, that you aren’t in a position to question them.  No, you’ve got God’s Word and if you see or hear something that doesn’t match up to it you should question it.

So, let’s see if you can discern between a made up story and the truth in DODGY DEALER or SOUND GEEZER: 

Good evening and welcome to “Dodgy Dealer” or “Sound Geezer”.

I will read out a statement and you have to vote for what I’ve said - am I a dodgy dealer or a sound geezer? Let’s just remind the audience that a dodgy dealer will be someone who says something that is completely made up and not based on the word of God, whereas a sound geezer will be teaching something that can be found in the Bible:

1) 
Jesus Christ was fully God and fully human (dodgy dealer or sound geezer?)
2) 
God is all-loving and full of mercy so He will let everyone go to heaven (dodgy dealer or sound geezer?)
3) 
Jesus Christ’s death on the cross was an awful accident (dodgy dealer or sound geezer?)
4) 
If you are a Christian you don’t need to worry about doing wrong things because God will forgive you (dodgy dealer or sound geezer?)
5) 
As long as you’ve lived a good life, you can get to heaven (dodgy dealer or sound geezer?)
6) 
Believing in Jesus Christ is the only way to heaven (dodgy dealer or sound geezer?)
7) 
Being a Christian is wonderful - you will never have any problems, worries or sadness again (dodgy dealer or sound geezer?)
8) 
The Bible was written by God (dodgy dealer or sound geezer?)
