2 Peter 1 v. 1-12

Pray

Read 2 Peter 1:1-2

Then have a look at the Sketch & work through the Ten O’Clock News question sheet.

Read 2 Peter 1:2-12

When I was your age I used to have a Saturday and holiday job in an Old People’s home, a lot of them were going slightly senile.  Losing your mind at the end of your life is, sadly, quite common, but Peter hadn’t lost his mind; even though he knew he was soon going to die (2 Peter 1 v. 13-14), right to the end of his life his concern was to give Christians advice that would help them in their lives now and make sure they were ready for eternal life in the future. The piece of advice he starts off with in this letter is this:

Knowing Jesus gives us all we need

Now, this was radical when Peter wrote it 1,900 years or so ago, and it’s just as radical today.  Knowing Jesus gives us all we need.  Society tells us that having the latest mobile gives us all we need, or wearing a certain brand of trainers, or liking a certain kind of music, or having the right girlfriend or boyfriend, but Peter tells us: knowing Jesus gives us all we need.  Check out v.3:

‘His divine power has given us everything we need

for life and godliness through our knowledge of Him.’
So, our knowledge of Him gives us access to his divine power, which gives us everything we need.   Peter’s letter is very carefully constructed and v. 3 to 4 give us a miniature shot of what he’s going to be talking about in his letter; Jesus’ power (chapter 2) and Jesus’ promises (chapter 3), so we will explore those things in later weeks.  But let’s think about his divine power (v.3).  We learn 2 awesome things about Jesus in those few words at the start of v.3:

1) Jesus is divine - what does that mean? Jesus is God.  So, if you know Jesus, you know God.  If you don’t know Jesus, you don’t know God.  Believing you know God without any reference to Jesus is typical in our society, especially among celebrities:



"If we look into the world of nature, it has a life force. So if you say God is a word to describe the life force that has created all, and creates and maintains the energy, the source of all living things, I'll go with that."   But she doesn't buy the popular idea of a judgmental, wrathful God. 

"For me, brimstone and [hellfire] is unacceptable. I can't accept it. I won't accept it," ANNIE LENNOX

2) Jesus uses his power for us - His divine power gives us everything we need.  Jesus is generous and loving - he is good & right, that is why Peter describes him as a person of goodness (v.3) and righteousness (v.1).

Knowing Jesus gives us all we need for what?  Life and godliness.  What does that mean?  

1) Life

Knowing Jesus gives us all we need for life here on earth (John 10 v.10):

a. For temptation (Hebrews 4 v.15-16)

b. For times when we feel like giving up & are tired & weak (Matthew 11 v. 28-29).

c. For times when we are worried & scared (Philippians 4 v. 6-7)

d. For times when we are sad & low (2 Corinthians 1 v. 3-5)

Knowing Jesus gives us all we need for life in heaven:

a. Divine nature (v.4) we will live forever in perfect goodness.

b. A rich welcome into heaven (v.11).

2) Godliness

So, we’ve seen that knowing Jesus gives us everything we need for getting into heaven.  But our relationship with Jesus must be seen to be real by the way that we live a godly life.  What does it mean to be godly?  To be like God.  

Check out v.3 again - knowing Jesus gives us all we need for life and godliness.  Let’s be clear: we don’t get to know Jesus through being godly - we can’t earn our way to being right with him by being good, knowing him is a gift which is given to us freely (v. 1 received a faith from Jesus, v. 3 Jesus called us by his goodness, not by ours).  Godliness comes through, and only through, knowing Jesus, as a result of that relationship and it shows how genuine our relationship with Jesus is. 

When I got married to my husband Chris, one of the reasons why I married him was obviously because I loved him. But loving him is not just about telling him I love him, but showing him how I love him. My actions show how genuine my relationship with Chris is  - if I have an affair and am unfaithful to him, that raises all sorts of questions about how much I really love him, no matter how much I may say I do.

We’re going to think about showing how we love Jesus more in a moment in groups, but I know some of you may be sat here thinking, “Look it’s tough showing I know & love Jesus.  Credibility is all about how many girls you’ve slept with and it’s impossible to stay a virgin til I’m married - the world I live in is evil and it pulls me away from Jesus, I can’t help it”.   Have a look down at the passage and v. 4.  Yes, the world is corrupt and evil, but that’s not an excuse for not living for Jesus, that gives you even more of a reason to work at being godly because you can easily get pulled away from knowing Jesus - 

v.5 “For this very reason (i.e. that the world is corrupt) 
make every effort to add to your faith (i.e. work at your faith and build on it)”

Knowing Jesus gives us all we need for godliness - if you know Jesus, you have got all the resources you need for living a godly life.   There are no degrees of Christians - some who are more equipped than others at being able to be godly.  No, we’re all the same, if we have faith in Jesus, we are all able to draw on the same resource of his divine power (v.3).  If we know Jesus He can help us to be godly.  This is a real encouragement because it means that if we know Jesus, that is all we need; we don’t have to go to some convent, shut ourselves away from the world and not eat for 3 weeks to give us the power to be godly.  No. Knowing Jesus gives us all we need to live lives which please him. But, it’s also a warning to us. Knowing Jesus gives us all we need for godliness, so, if we know Jesus, and we aren’t living a godly life, we can’t blame Jesus.  It’s our responsibility.  

So, knowing Jesus gives us all we need

KNOWING JESUS GIVES US ALL WE NEED

2 Peter 1 v. 5-11

Read the verses again

"I don't know anyone less Jesus-like than most Christians."

This was written by a journalist.  What is your response?

v. 5 
How much should we try to build on our faith in Jesus?  Why is faith the starting point? 

v. 6- 7 
Look at the list of things we should be adding to our faith. 

Write them here in the 1st column then think about the situations in the 2nd column:

Building block on faith


what this looks like in these situations


You’re with another youth group & they’re not making an effort to get to know you...




You’ve got a book token for Christmas (a bit dull, let’s be honest, but you may as well get a book.) What do you buy?




You’re a boy surfing on the internet & you come across a porn site...

You’re a girl and your friend has just dyed your hair - it’s gone disastrously wrong...




You’re finding it tough being a Christian, especially after all the prayers that seem to have been unanswered lately...




You’re going out with a non-Christian...

You’re going out with a Christian...




Someone at Y@S you don’t usually hang around with is going through a hard time...




There is someone asking you for money on Slough High Street...



v. 8
What does Peter say about possessing these qualities?  

Why is this both encouraging and challenging?

v.9
What about if we don’t have these qualities?  

What does this tell us about the link between our faith and our lives?

v.10
What is the therefore there for?!

v.11
What will we receive if our relationship with Jesus is real?  How does that make you feel?
