‘Exploding the myth that… Christianity is just a set of rules!
Deuteronomy 10:12-13 - (Rules or Relationships)
12 March 2006

· Introduction: Play ‘Perfect Gentleman’ Unpack John 8:1-11 Rules and how Jesus responded: ‘Condemn – no’ Condone – no’ ‘Forgive – Yes’ “Go now and leave your life of sin”

Useful Bible Readings:
· 1 Corinthians 10:13

· Romans 3:23

· Exodus 20: 1-17

· Stories: John 8:1-11 The woman caught in adultery ‘Condemn? Condon? Forgive!!’

· John 4:1-42 The woman at the well – notice Jesus’ attitude to her

· Would you intentionally hurt – upset – disappoint someone you love?

· Our God is hurt when we do this…and we will...however he has given us RULES to help us. THEY ARE FOR OUR GOOD!!!!!! THEY ARE FOR OUR GOOD!!!!! THEY ARE FOR OUR GOOD!!!!

· Christianity is not just about rules – essentially it is first about A RELATIONSHIP between you and God (me and God)

· Luke 10:25-37 The Story of the Good Samaritan: Jesus summed up the 10 Commandments with one ‘Love God with all your heart, all your soul, all your mind and all your strength and love your neighbour as you love yourself’

· Short hand: LOVE GOD AND LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOUR…

· Discuss: Love God and do what you like???

· Rules for Holy Living Colossians 3:1-17 (useful read!) – the bad then the good

· Relationships & Rules: eg: Pharisees (separated ones) were very strict group of Jews and stuck to the rules..but took them too far..eg if walked more than ½ mile..this was work. Lighting a fire etc. Result: focus was on the letter – not the spirit. Not a god idea

· Rules….not tooo silly? Who decides? Wisdom

· Deuteronomy 10:12-13 Key Verse:


