Day 5 – From Sadness to joy
Objectives:
Explain that:

· Jesus is alive!
· We need to follow Jesus

CLEARING THE GROUND (in groups)
Ice Breaker

This is a short craft or game as the kids arrive. Welcome the children, and give them their badge.

Todays ice breaker is to make and decorate flags
ON THE TIP (together)
Welcome

Welcome all children to holiday club.
Remind them of the ‘bottle bank’ for jokes, prayers and ‘other’. Ask for any ‘My Please pray for…’ slips to be put in the bottle bank. These will not be read out.
Mention that today’s Waste Watchers Word is ‘Sadness to joy’, showing boards with clipart. 

Use actions to help them remember the Waste Watchers Word - ‘Sadness to joy’.
Warm up

A chance for the kids to get some exercise and loose some energy. Each day we are going to dance to “Cha Cha Slide” by DJ Casper, lead by Lisa.
Waste Watchers Challenge

A short challenge to get the group working as a team. The task is related to today’s Waste Watchers Word. Todays challenge is *
Songs
Sing 3 or 4 songs; try to explain some of the difficult words
Tell the Story

Remind kids of the ‘Sadness to joy transformation, using the actions.
Tell story:

What you need:
Five large tear-shapes made into faces with the following expressions: anxious/wide eyed, puzzled, very sad, questioning and joyful

What you do:

Tell the story of Mary’s visit to the tomb and garden (John  20:1-18), using the 5 props. For the 5th expression, you could turn the tear shape upside down. Emphasise that Mary realised Jesus was not dead, but truly alive. Go on to explain briefly how Jesus met with His friends for over a month, but then went back to be in heaven with God his Father. In his place He sent the Holy Spirit, who is God everywhere. His friends were no longer said because they knew Jesus could be with them.

Waste Watchers Word

Remind them of the actions to the WWW.
Short game
Talk
Jesus isn’t dead – (so you can be friends with him)

Can you imagine the shock she got when she saw the big stone that blocked the entrance was rolled away! When she peered in but the body was gone! She was so upset she went and got Peter and John, and they came running and they saw that Jesus’ tomb was empty, except for the clothes that Jesus had been buried in – they were there, but where was Jesus?
Remember, after they went home Mary stayed? You’ll never guess what else an Angel said to her! He said “What are you looking in here for? Tombs are for dead people.” She already knew that! She’d gone there to see a dead person - Jesus. But then he said “Jesus isn’t dead anymore! He’s alive again!”

Jesus isn’t dead? – she couldn’t say anything, she was all confused, she had seen Jesus die, how could he be alive again? But the tomb was empty, Jesus was gone and now the Angel was saying that Jesus was alive!

And then she saw him, and spoke with him, amazing! Can you imagine what that would be like?

But of course Mary wasn’t the only one to see him was she? His disciples saw him too. But they didn’t just see him. They touched him as if to check that he really was there with them. And what about when he ate the fish? Can a ghost do that?! Can ghosts eat things? No! But Jesus could, because he had a body – he is alive not dead, not a ghost. He really was with them!

Their best friend was alive – they were so happy, their hearts must have wanted to burst with joy! They talked, and sang, and ate dinners together. They were friends again! Jesus was back, he was alive!

And that’s why people can be Jesus’ friends – you see he’s alive, he’s not dead, he will never die, Jesus has a real body, but this body is better. It had come through death and can’t get sick or be killed again. Jesus is alive now, and is making friends all over the world – even here in Slough!

You know, he didn’t stay with Mary and his other friends for very long after that. In fact, he only stayed with them for 40 days. That’s less than half a term. He’s gone to prepare a place. It’s going to be the most fabulous place. The best ever! That’s because Jesus lives, and can never die – and so his friendships never end!

Do you know you don’t have to be afraid about what will happen when you’ve used up all of this life – because He can give you another one with Him. A great life, with bodies that go on forever , that never get old, and never get sick and never get sad and never die. Just like his! A forever life, that’s what eternal life means. Eternal is just another way of saying forever. A fantastic forever life, with the most fantastic forever friend!
But do you know the way there? Jesus is the way there, He is the way to the place, he is the one to follow – he is the one you need to be friends with – because only his friends get to be where he is. In his Father’s house! A family home! With a Heavenly Father and Jesus, who died for us so that we can be forgiven and rose again so that we can live forever with him. That’s the best thing about the place. Jesus is there!
Prayer for the world

Thank Jesus for dying on the cross, but coming back to life
TASKFORCE (in groups)
Refreshments

Bible Discovery

> Older kids:
Imagine that police detectives are investigating what really happened to Jesus after He died. The police have four theories (ideas) about what happened. Decide which is right.

1. Jesus didn’t really die. Instead, He just fainted. Later on , He woke up in the tomb and sneaked out.

· Were there any witnesses to Jesus’ death (people who saw what happened?)

· What state would Jesus be in after all that had happened to Him?

· How difficult would it have been to get out of the tomb?
2. Jesus died and then His friends nicked His body from the tomb, so they could pretend that He had come alive again.

· Do you think Jesus’ friends could have got his body out of the tomb?

· Did they behave like people who knew that Jesus was dead?

3. Jesus died, someone else nicked His body, and then Jesus’ friends just imagined that they had seen Jesus – or they saw a ghost!

· Do the stories of what happened when Jesus friends met Him again sound like imagination or seeing a ghost?

4. Jesus did come alive again. But what difference does that make to us?

· Can we be friends with Him?

· Can we be part of God’s family?

· Can we look forward to living with Jim forever?
> Younger kids:

do eco-sheets

Craft

Craft will be described in detail during the briefing
Todays craft is pine cone animals
BIG CLEAN UP (together)
Quiz

Previous questions from the week.
Drama

Summary:
Games

(TBA)
Bottle Bank

Read out some jokes.
This happened to me…

A short testimony from a leader, related to today’s Waste Watchers Word.

The theme is Sadness to joy
> Pauline
Learn and remember
A chance to teach the kids a memory verse from the bible.
"I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life." John 8 v12
Creative Prayer

(TBA)
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